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From the Field:

Making the Most of

Your Career

by Lt. Col. Joy Fitzgerald
11th Operationol Weather Squadron,
Elmendor! AFB, Alosko

There are several buming questions men and women have
asked] For the betrer part of eterniny. Questions like...\What is
the meaning of lifel. s there intelligent life on other
worlds? W the Red Sox ever win a World Series!””? And |
saved the bigsie for Last. How can | pet ahead in my career’???

OF cotrse evervone knows that the read key o a happy wnd
comforiable life is to do well at the paycheck factory. Doing
well is reflecred in increased responsibilite,. And increased
respomsibility, gracefdly shouldered, conrributes to increased
rank and thus increased money. And from that money comes
the liteeiving sustenance that only a bigscreen TV or a
powerhoar can provide. So, | think it's safe to say we all want e
e successiul,

S, what's the scorer to gerting ahead! The seeret s drum
oll please. there 5 no secrer! 1t von asked 100 cerrified
“sccessful” senior nomcommissioned officers and senior
officers, you'dh probably per 100 different success stories. Some
f?l: r]'ll..,'ll'l AT \‘-lll‘\'l‘."\-'ll'lu'lrr_‘ LU 4TS a1 lri,'...hU\\' :\h:lH W
say.mlented in other ways.” Some never ventured outside
their career Fekd, while others seemed to spend as much time
ounside their carcer field as in it Some worked hard to make it
to the top, sacrificing much along the way, while others had it
relarively ensy and sacrificed little, So, there really is no
commion theme, and no sure-fire recipe for success,

Bur locking back on my brief time in the Air Force, 1 have
seen some trends—some common factors thar most successful
enlisted and officess have, With rhis in mind, here are Jay

1w

Firzgerald's “Top 107 tips on how to get ahead in the Air Force:
No matter what vour job is, do it the best you can. Thar's an
obvicus one. As a kid [ recall my Dad telling me, “Even if you're
going 1o be a garkige man, be the best garbace man.” Sorry
Dad.. 1 ended up being a wearherman instead.

Record vour accomplishments at least weekly, then print out
vour 10-pagze list at cnlisted performance report time. This tip
falls inro the camvpory of “seltpreservation”™; your supervisor
ean't pessibly know everveling you've done over the past vear,

3 - Aar/Apr 04

Learn your eraft carly on—you won't have time later on.
Whether you're an officer or enlisted, as you move up the fond
chain, you'll be moving farther and farther from “where the
rubdrer mieets the road.” [t you don't take the time to learn your
l]'lL"\'L'f‘-r("Iﬁgy as a lit‘:utifl‘:nn[ Or ﬂil'l—“'(ln, ChﬂnCC.\ ace }:UU Never
will,

Complete your Professional Military Education as soon as
possible. You never know when a gead deal may come along,
and PME completion may set you apart from the pool of orher
cligibles. At a minimum, it is looked at for promorions
{especially below the zene), job opportunices, and dute of your
cardiest possible return from overseas extensions. Proactive
completion of vour education is often a ticbreaker.

Seck out any competitively selected opportunities (i.e. schools,
special duties, leadership, etc.). The “riehreaker” catezory.
Anyone whe has sat on a board can rell you, there are people
with your qualificarions. BEven though 1 know for a fact that
you have a red “S" on your chest, through the magic of
performance report inflation, so does cveryone else. The only
thing that can’t be faked are competitively selected positions,

Learn to communicate clearly—speaking and writing, Lot's face
it, ta an oussider an imability to communicate luoks fike
gmoranee. And although promoetion rates are ug, sadly
ignorance is still nor rewarded in today’s Aie Ferce. I you are
an ineffoctive public speaker, [ recommend you practice and
evercome it 1 your cmails are sloppy, and have ot of
missnclled words, keep in mind rhar you are probably coming
across as cither partially illicerate or complerely careless.

Don't stay in one job, one location, or one MAJCOM too long.
Even in this era of anorexie budgets, the Air Force still frawns
on homesteading. Not only does it reduce the influx of new
ideas to your unit, burt i alse resericts your professional

?

development. Why! If vou don't dzam new skills, vour value ro

AFW will remain in narrow “lanes.”

Remember, much of what is incorreetly attributed to “talent”
is really just experience—try to maximize your expericnee! [
"

keard this one from Gen. Lloyd “Tig” Newron, former Air
Education and Training Command Commander, during a



Wing
of [staff]™ The poine here was an incredibly successind
e Vietnam war he

ret to a sl

r *lUm ot smarter than anyone else, P've just seen a lot

former Thunderbird pilor.and fis
sl carcer! Seeing lots of “stuff.” The more
h and the more smart answers you
Learn from the bad le
good ones. As 2

wou suffer through, as well as the

not one hut oo bad leaders. One TON £Om-

mander, and the other one was your humlle author. Rather

than dv “ on & rt_'l\.l_{_"l'\ assieniment, | In'.u‘\} mental notes on

{ Lever g0t ead azain. [ did, and

nd that horrible three years made me a much more

leader.

Personnel Crosscheck:
Are Your Records in Order?

by Capt. Chad Schrecengost
Chief, Persorinel Programs Divisicn, Air Force Weather
Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Every individual has the responsibilisy e ensure that their
own personnel information and records are in onder. o woday's
Air Force, where technolagy rriumphs, it is easier than ever for
members to verify the accuracy of their personnel informarion
from a work or hame PO, Listed below are some of the online
resuirces available o verify personnet Jata and actions:

AFPC Homepage [hipy/ fvwaatpe randobph.afimil) —
Diedicared to providing information on officer, enlisted, and
civilian personnel matters to include asslenments, promotions,
education and training, and readiness issues.

WMPF (herpss/ Awwdatpe randeiphat milfvmpt] — Located
an AFPC Secure and an avente to verify information, and
complete voluntary personnel transactions.  Applications
include:  duty histary, awerds/decorations, data verification
birief, cut processing, virsuai recond of emesrency dara, case
manaeement system for pay discrepancies, and certain assign-
swent special actions.  Visiting the vMPF online should be a
member's firse step in verifying personnet information,

Assionment Management System (hreps/
ias.atpe.randolph sl mitamsweb/masterctm) — Available tor
merthers o aceess SURFs, wansitional officer development
p?!nn::, ECLAL anid EQL:M.-P[u:i for entisted special assion-
ments, personnel requirements display, vulnerable muover lises,
and eVector, Members should verify the currency of all
information on AMS 0 ensuce assignment sitnational awane
S5

Air Force Contact Center — Available, 247, online (via
AFPC Homepage) and over the telephone (DSN ar 6655000,

Commercial ar (2100 565-3000; Toll free ar 1-800616-3775) o

And finally...be grateful for what you have, Why! You've

achieved somethine rhar noe many ser ro do—vou are o card-
\ m..the equivalent of
being on the team that won the Weorld Seri

on this planet, me

And within th
| mstitution—the mili

America,
1S
already made it o the wop!
Gor ahe
Jump in
the s sware #], {
them jumnp on the mwo of y

d and celebrare! S apd seyeam out lond!

he arms of your ¢

coach. You're already the gr Sawer i} ¥

assisr with any personnel question, Members can submit
questions online, char online, review frequently asked ques-
ricrns, of speak tooa live representative over the phone,

Keep in mind that we srill may need w contact our servicing
Commander's Suppory Staff and/or Milicary Personnil Flighe
bo coTrect any omissinns or ernors. Infacr, the resources
mentioned abowve may refer vs o the CSS, MPFE, or other offices
t Fustly resolve our query, In such cases, it is a good ddea o
hive appropriate source documents bandy when amempring
update ur correct inaccurate dota.  Listed below are oifices or
agencies that can assist with in-person needs:

Commander Support Staff — Reguired first stop fos
completing unitlevel personnel actions, The servicing C58, in
miany cases, can process updates toe duty ditles, changes of
repurting officials, seneral dusy stavus, and leave dam. The £S5
cify astst in processing certiin pay and offxduty employment
Ft’k'l'l'i_‘.‘i{.‘.-.

Military Personnet Flizht — Many personnel actions will
reqLite a VISt or communicition with the servicine MPE Our
initial point of contice shomatd b the customies service element,
where gueries on dependent darm updates, casualty assismnce,
and unit pessonnel record proups can be fielded.  Fuscher
actinons may Tequire the assistance of § carcer enhancements
element, where service dare discrepancies can be reconeilid,
reenlistment and extension actions can be processed, and test
contral functions may be accomplished.

Education Office ~ The nearest servicing base education
office should be our first stop 0 assiss us in updaring and
correcting any education data.  Please niote that the Air Force
Institure of Technolom is the singlesouree for updating
prodessional midiciny education for officers, AFIT counselors
may be contacred via DSN a8 3964147 or commercial ag [937)
2557291

Alb inall, ghe most imporsnt fact o remeniber is thik we
IRILEAT lI'\'l,' 5"|-I'I:|k_'ri"|'l;' in CEELUCITE DT r{‘-turd:—i ATE COTTECE '.1!]\_5 |_'|'|\'FI'I'
dare. Do nor waie unril the last minute prior o pronction
boards or assignment eyeles to check and 8 needed correes
perscninel data—ie may be oo lae! 5
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Chiet’s Mentoring:
Distinguished Visitor
Direction

by Chiegl Master Sgt.
Penny Brovermon
Enlisted Matters Chisf,
Air Force Weather

The phore rings and you answer. On
the phone is the exeoutive officer for a
seneral officer. He informs you that rhe
aeneral will be visiting vour office
[nitially, you're filled wigh pride having
been selected o host chis distinguished
visicor, You write down the dares and
hang up rthe phone, You smile to
your=eli. pleased with your importance
and then it hits you, you've never hosted a
[V before and you have no idea where
begin.

Sound familiar! Sooner or later, this
sicuaticn will arise and the wols cutlined
here will ser Yol o track to enjiy thie visit
and impress the general officer.

First, treat any visitor, :_:cm-r:1| officer
or e, a3 yeu would like to be weated; an
ald dliché but true. Starr the planning
with acall to the inssallarion promeol
isffice. The protocel office provides
muidance with billeting, cransportation
and the formalities of handling a DV, As
2 courtesy, provide the protocdd office
telephone muimber o the visting persons
execlitive officer.

With the protocol office notified and
ready 1o asgist, the next srep is to pick up
materials o assist you in planning the
visit.  Mest military mstallations have
written guidance on the subject and the
prarocol office should direct you to those
resonrces, Check the web for “Til
Wheels are Up", the Air Ferce protocol
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hible {bteps//wwwafperandaiph.af mil,/
cepd). The Army Pamphler 40060 A
Guide o Prptocol and Etiquette for
Official Entertainment” and Army
Regulagion 600-25 “Salutes, Honors, and
Visits of Courtesy” both provide vuidance
on planning distinguished visitors on
Army mstallations.

A lor of ]‘-lnnnina and a lirde flexilbsiling
ge a long way in preparing o DV visit,
With the appropriate materials in hand
and the !I‘JEL:ing of your l‘.lrurnwl ftice,
vou are on track for hosting a arear visit,

Quick Guide:
Hotel

Confirm the hotel or billeting
arcangements a few days prior to the DV
arcival. Make a note of checkin and
checkout times and the associared fees.
Ask the fropt desk if vou can see the room
and mmake sure all electronics are operalide
and whether o1 not the room has inkerner
access. Make arrangements to place
welcome ferters and read alwead marerial
in the room, Plan to get the ey o the
rocm prios to the arcival. [nclude rhe
hatel phone mumber on the DV irinerary
for quick changes.

Transportation

If the visiror is pertiog & rental car, be
sure to provide detailed maps in the
preliminary package. More often then
not, vou will be respansible for picking up
the visitor ar the airport. Reserve a
povernment vehicle through the instalia:
tions wansportation office. Ensure the
vehicle will adequarely fic all the members

i your DV's party and their fugzage, Be
at the airport 30 minutes prier to landing
and have a sign with the DVs name. You
may want to appaint o designazed driver it
the visit will be wo or more davs.

On a military flight line, salute the
plane on arrivad, and then salure the DV,
The junior person enters vehicle first and
the senior person exits the velicle firsr,
Make arrangements on where 10 meer the
DV swhen picking up ata commerncial
airpert. Build mansportacion rime inco
the schedule, Drive the route to ensure
riming and keep traffic in mind.

Courtesies

Provide the full rank and name of the
personned involved in the DV schedule.
When applicable, incfude spouse and
children's names. Brief your personnel on
introduction etiquette and ensure they
use their rank and full name when
meeting the DV, Remind personnel to
use “Sir" or “Ma am” when addressing a
DV, Call the room or building o
attzntion as the DY enters and exas,
Have the DV's desired refreshments
available in longer bricfings.

Schedule

Schedule 15-minure office calls with
installation leadership when applicable.
Allow more time for issues that may need
> be discussed. Obrain a copy of
bicgraphies on leadership the DV will e
meeting, and provide backsround
information an any issue that will be
discussed,  Build apprepriare free time
anil breaks into the schedule. The DV's
executive officer can assist you with
appropriate lengrh, ¥



Operational Weather
Squadrons pefined

by Poige Hughes
Public AHfairs, Air Force Weather Agency,
Oftutt AFB, Neb.

A few keen weather members pointed out the Operational
Weather Squadron Aren of Responsibilicy map in the 2004
Chserver Almanac, page 21, is incorrect, The map here is the
currect version of the Air Force Weather OWS AORs, AFVA [5-
137 and can be dewnloaded ac hirtp:/ A e-publishing.af il
in the Air Force Publication Series 13; Weather. This version
was approved September 2003 by Air Foree Operations
Direcrorare.

The OWS AOR map is based loosely on the Unified
Command Plan’s AOR, with minor variances tor metcorological
purposes,

Wi tried @ keep the weather in mind when the map was
being divided up,” said Senior Master Ser. Mark Redford, XOW
plans and programs, and the person who actually pur the lines

on the paper. There is a dividing line through the panhandle
of Nebrasgka that may leave many of you wondering.

“The 25th OWS wanted that area because of the FE.
Warren AFB radar sites there chat they warn for,” Sergeant
Redford said,

The areas of responsibility were discussed and finalized
during a policy [PT in July 2003 with MAJCOM and OWS
commanders, They were based on the UCP, workload,
commandler plan and meteorological evenrs.

According ro Sergeant Rediord, few changes are expecred in
the coming years. “We may see Shaw's AOR change <lightly
with the addition of a few countries but we won't knew antil
next vear,” said Sergeant Redford.

The policy [PT meets annually and holds annual weleconter-
ences. 'f

Ith OWS

L5eh OWSY

4" 8

130°

2itth

Anrarctica

QWs

11thOWS-Elmendorf AFB, Alaska (PACAF) [

O
17th OWS-Hickam AFB, Hawaii PACAF)  []
20th OWS-Yokota AB, Japan (PACAF) Il

15thOWS-Scott AEB, Il (AMC)

25thOWS-DavisMonthan AFB, Ariz. (ACC) [
26th OWS- Barksdale AFB, La.(ACC) [

u
USAFEOWS-Sembach AB, Germany

28th QWS- Shaw AFB, $.C. (ACC)
O
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Fixing the Forecast
Keeping Weather
Systems on-line

by Airman 1st Class Tim Beckham
Public Affairs, 379th Air Expeditionary Wing,

Al Udeid AB, Qatar

e forecast is in and
when it comes to
climate assessment

in the region, a lot of the
weight falls on two mens'
shoulders.

Tech. Sgt. Steven Smathers,
4th Expeditionary Air Support
CUpetarions Group Weather
Systems Support Cadre team
leader, and Mazrer Sgr. John
Houghton are a two-man
mobile maintenance team
responsible for all weather
gathering equipment throuigh-
out the area of responsibiliny,

Sergeant Smathers, who
belong: to the 315t Combat
Communications Squadron
aut of Tinker Air Furce Base,
Okla., maintains, trouble-
shoots and repais all weather
equipment this region has
fielded.

“We assist in trouble cafls
and {with) e-mails and assist
weather forecasters in
rroubleshooting. We have

5 —Mar/Apr ‘04

ordered parts, tracked them
from the states and found a
way to get them o the units
that need them no martter
where they may be,” said
Sergeant Smathers.

The main piece of
equipment Sergeant Smathers
has had to fox in his travels
while deployed is the AN/
TMQ-53, which does
everything from determining
wind speed to lighting
detection,

“The AN/TM{Q-33 zives
you your wind speed and
direction, the temperature
and humidiry, barometric
pressure, rain rate, liphting

derection and cloud heishe”

said Serpeant Smathers.
When weather cquipment
breaks, the process of fixing it
varies in time and difficulty.
"Sume (repairs} are simpte
and some aren'’t,” said
Sergeant Smathets. “I've made
some Tepairs in a minute and
a half, while others have taken

me over a day to fix,”

Without him the mission
wouldn't come o a complete
halr, but it would be im-
paired.

“Without us being in place
to provide troubleshooting
when a unit is having
difficulties, (the units} would
have to wait and the problem
or difficulty they were having
wirh their weather system
could imped¢ roop move-
ments, helicopter flights or
even aircraft flights out of a
given location,” said Serpeant

~ Smathers.

“With us being in the AOR
they can either e-mail us or
give us a call and we can
usually walk them through the
problem and then to a stare
where they can at least
continue on with their jobs.”

Serpeant Smathers and

. Sergeant Houghton have been

10 just abour every country
and helped fix weather
equipment from every umnit in
the AOR. In their travels they
have had many unique
experiences.

Sergeant Smathers said he
placed equipment a1 top of
one of Saddam Hussein’s
paluces and vven fished in ane

of his lakes.

“Ir was kind of inreresting
seeing how (Hussein) had
been living and being on the
fitth floor of his palace. You
ot a good view of what the
palace grounds looked like,”
said Sergeant Smathers.

Wirh their job requiring
thern to be ready 1o travel on a
rmoment’s notice, Sergcant
Smarhers said ir's important
to travel lighr.

“We carry as lirtle as we
can, bur we hand-carry many
parts to their destinations,”
said Serzeant Smathers, “the
parts can be as small as a
laptop power supply and as
large as 3 computer UPS
weighing up to 70 pounds.”

Sergeant Smathers has
worked with every branch of
service and some coalition
forces singe he arrived in
theater in Aupust,

The next time dark clouds
linger overhead, ot the sun
CTeE[s 1P OVET YOUT tent,
remember the WSSC. They
ate an important part of the
equation when it comes to
predicting the wearher, and
such an integral purt of using
weather knowledge to
dominate the barclespace. ¥



any?

by Lt Cel. Kevin Trisselt
Chied, Combat Plans end Joint Policy,
Air Force Weather

Desert Storm

B OIF

Air Force Combat Army Combat

Weather Teams Weather Teams
This char shows how the averoge sze of a weather keam in bath Thesert Starm and Cperation

Iragi Freedom. In Desert Storm the average At Force Combot Wecther Teom wos 7.9, in CIF
itwas 4.5, In Deser Storm the averzge Combat Wenther Team warking with the Army wos
16, in OIF it decreazed 10 11.3.

Why are
SO many
weather
people
deployed
these days?

This is a question
the Air Staff gets
almost daily from
field units. Fact:
Comparatively, we
are sending fewer
people downrange
now, then we did in
the past-based on
how we size weather
deployment teams.
How do I know? Its
my job: I am the
functional area
manager for Air

Force Weather.

Observer - 9
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B Desert Storm

8 OIF

using the Desert
Storm template

B OIF deployment,

Ouring Cesert Storm 473 members of Air Force Weather deployed.  With re-engineer-
ing completed the total number of weather persennel deployed for QIF diapped to
366, ‘Without re-engineering the number of deployed weather personnel, using the
Cesert Storm template, would of been 530 peaple.

AFMAN 10401, V1, defines FAM as
“the person responsible for manasement
aned planning of all persernel and
equipment within a fupcrional ares o
Suppert wartime congingencies.” Inomy
role as the career field FAM, [ wack and
respord daily to numerous issues
concerning the way the career field
respomds o the current contingency
requirements.  Despice the pressures of
the moment, sometimes it's Imporant 1o
rake a step back and take a look ar the hig
pictaTe,

[ hirve worked AFW deplavments Loth
befure and after APW recengineering and
the Air Force Expedizionary Toree
concept. One of the goals of reengineer-
ine has been to decrease the size of
deployedd weather teams. Operation lragi
Freedom really stressed our deployment
resotirces and HANC US AN pportu nity to
derermine if we had indeed reached our
goal of reduced deployment footprine,
Let's start by comparing weather support
provided during OTF and Desert Storm.

The source of my deployment nurmbers
for the first Gulf War is an excellenr Air
Weather Service study: “An Analysis of
AWS Support to Operations Desert
Shicld/Deserr Storm, Decernber 1991.7

Mar/ Npr 4

Although this is a classified report, the
deployment numbers are unclassified.
The report will remind you just how tar
we have progressed in the military wearher
business in just over a decade. [t is well
worth reading for historical perspective.

Since becoming the FAM T have
reacked the number of AFW personnel
deployed worldwide. As many of you
know from personal expericnce, our ops
tempo increased sienificantly since Sep
[1, 2001 We saw another increase with
the enser of Operation Iragi Freedom.
This is reflected in our deployrrent
numbers, which peaked in April 2003,
with 471 weather personnel deployed
worldwide.

February 199] was the peak for Desert
Storm weather deployments, with 473
personnel deploved. At first blush, it
might appear we have failed in reaching
AW re-engineering goal. But u closer
examinarion reveals a differen: scory. Of
those 471 deployed during OIF, 105 were
actually deploved to locarions other than
the OJF Arca of Operations—larecly a
function of the Global War on Terrorism.
This means only 366 personnel ont of the
471 deploved to the OIF AOR. That's

107 fewer than during Desert Storm,

A better comparison is the acrual size
of the weather teams. Here is the good
news: [he average Army support weather
team decreased from 16 1o 113 persennel,
a 32 percent reduction. The average Air
Force support weather ream decreased
from 7.9 to 4.5 personnel, a 43 percent
reduction. Withour reengineering and
the ability to reach hack to a supporting
OWS, we would have had ro deploy 164
MORE people than we did in April
2003,

Any way you Jook ar ity a reduction of
164 persormel with the same level of
meteorolozical service to the warfighter is
asuccess. No doubt about it, AFW re-
engineering rechiced our deplayed
footprint m a big way. Take it from the

FAM!IY



Iridium

TMQ-

by Paige Hughes

Public Aties, Air Force
Weather Agency, Offutt AFB,
MNeb.

war caguibilities

brought  toweether

ke wenrhes

elsesvations fron
:ll\'!.“'ll\'il,,' |:"|' !;-IL' '-'Fl..,lfl'l..,l HIL
automaric reeliy,

The TMLUESY provicles reak
fime wenther obsermbons
ehe standerd systemy Biprop
i Auremated Obserss
inz System cliens software,

The Iridium 9505 modem
generates an L-Band sadio
frequency sigaal e push data
throush a cable connecred
an externally mouned
amnicirections] angenna,
which transmits Jdat o one
uf the 66 Tridium saectlises,

aking
onnection:

and

Wearher observarions are
rentted acress the conssellarion
gl it reaches o sarellise over
the Ded? Iridium sareway in
Hawani,

Usedd rosether, she newly
teszed svstem is the saselline
communicagion soluton for
the TMO-5 and fulfilis the
idhserving System 2st
Century operational peguire
ment walstomazicaliy
transenit from a deplinable

Air Force Combar Weather
Cenrer, Huslhaer Fiels, Fa.,
evaluared the sysren exens
sively during the summer and
fall of 2003 and ultimarely

expericnced an overall avernse
sticeesstul transmission rate of
98 percent. The mission of
AFCWE inchades enhancing
combar weather reans
effecriveness by examining
SIEreInE rc-;_‘|!|‘|n§u;_]%u.~.
innovasve ddeas, and wearhes
wirdiehting TEL L TIL TS,
Three ubjectives whese
used by AFCWCE o evadaage
the Iridium moddem’s
siitability and effectiveness;
success of ohservarion
rransmissien, oversdl ease of
wse, and minimize modifica-
tinns required 1o existing
fielded sysrems te implement,
"Alok of weather sinies
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have the [ridium phone bue
the modem is a new capabik
iry," said Sraft Ser. Tim
Dinon, o saretlive commaunica-
tions expert at AFCWC and &
key evaluaror in festing the
TMO-3 3 Irdivm modem
CUOEICEPL,

Additional drivees and
software were foaded onm the
TMEAY o allow the Eridium
modem o operate on the
laptop. The software must be
loaded onto tielded taprops

AFWA/
WPMDS

allow the modem o operate
praperly.

AFCWE used the
enhanged version of the
TMOA3 encompassing the
basic sensors, present weather
LlL'fL‘\r-.'-I'. 'L'||II,I|.| |1\'§2|IT
inchicagnr, and lighmine
l.lﬂl'._'('{\'lF.

The ehservasions were
iy linked so the Doid
sareway where it is FTPed via
NonSecure fnterner Protocol
Rouiter Metwnrk o Air Force

FTP/
NIPERNET

rd

Iridium
Hawaili

s e eg

Wearker Azency Weather
Product Management and
Drissemination System,

The performance was
measured by compiring the
rots number of observations
the ADS produced in a 24
hour period ainst the
aumber of phservations that
were availahle for viewiae on
Joint Ais Force and Army
Wearher informaricn
Memvork,

“The plan is iy make ir as

e
e

AOS Client
#1 & lridium
M Modem

easy a5 possible, o plug and
play the system,” Sergeant
Dixom said af the insmallagon,
The unirs receiving the
modern wilk peed minimal
mraining which wili be
arraneed through AFWA's
training divisinn,

The [ridium modem
capability should be fielded mw
werther units this falk %

Satellites

lridium

OREp

walas, Med, the i

ol angd g v

e T G L L SR i R R
[amlewoy, e observohion irovels v
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Setting

the Standard

The Air Force Weather

Standardization and Evaluation
team ensures weather units are

providing the best possible
product to the warfighter and
assists in identifying avenues for

improvement.

by Chief Moster Sgt. JeHrey Fries and
Senior Master Sgi. John Andrews
Stondordization and Eveluation Tecn,

Air Force Weathar Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb.

The Adr Foree Wesirher Ageney’s standandizition and
evaliagien menn bes \,'(".'I'I!,'ll"._‘[i‘il rheit swing through the PACAF
Operatiomal Wearher Squadrons and bas wrapped up the first
rownd of visits o all eight vperational wearher squadrons.

Completing this raund of visits purs the period ar che end of che
¥

sentence, closing out the “reenginesring” chaprer i our Kisory.

The standards evaluacors will summarize the findings and
identify avenues for improvement of weather cperations policies
and procedores. The standands and evaluation program is
continuans and eyclical. Thiz permits rapid infusion of lessans
learied, best practices and resolnton of systemavide problems
inter redevelopment of the way swe govern wenther operations,

Towday's stan/eval program hos it's roots in the evalvation
program established in 1996, It measured complinnce with
published suidance and evaluated the rechnical health of base
wiather stariens fellowing the dishanding of the numbered
wearher squadrons arl wings. Tn a twoyear period, the owelve
miembers of the Alr Wearker Service stan/eval division visited
the 154 base weather station unirs.

Infarmatien gathered from rhese visits was key 1o 1'(|L'|’1Tir\_;ing
operational and waining Shorefalls diar could noe be cotreced by
the currenit operaticns concepts. The early standards evaluarors

were cast in the role of “enforcer”™ and “problen identifier.” For

tlye mest seneration, we necded womke this o
it further o ensire corginuco: improe-
L U'i: i,\rL!'..,"-,'}:"J.} ilﬂl.l I_"l_"_!\'i.'l.lllr\'ﬁ.

During AFW recngineering, weather stan/
wal provess was stood down until the new
ORTALTNS COnGent had o chace o ranme.
Followving revision of Air Force lnsmucion 13
13 i 2000, AFWA established the Scandard-
ization ared Evaluation LBranch in the Feld Support Division of
the Qperations Directorate. This generation of stan/feval
barrroes heavily from other AF Standards Evaloation Programs,
with the Major Commands managing stan/eval visits o tactical
level units and the HEQ AFWA stan/eval team evaluating
operativnal and straregic level weather units. Most importanthy,
evaluators are also responsible for developing and maineaining
Air Foree | 3-series weather eperations mamuals and instructioms,

The stan/eval pragram has four main goals: Fist, ensure
that deployed and garcisom weather operations are executed 1o
puarantee mission success, Secend, provide commanders a
L_.:r.uh:d. independent, ohjective mensurement of compliance
with appropriate direstives. Third, benchmark and crossfued
innovirive ways in accomylishing the mission. Finally, repon
ot and provide puadonce concerning reend informanion, system
improvements, and class problems for higher headguarters
constcleration,

\\:"h'_.' have a stan/eval prmc;—:-‘.’ Weather npEratinns are
complex and rely en a series of deliberate, logical and repearalle
steps foensure weather prodycts are accurate and retevant. The
process is the heart and soul of the product, and measuring the
efficiency of the process offers insight inro the value of the
praduct. The success of product tailoring and warfighter
application at the ractical level is divectly influenced Ty the
accuracy and relevaney of aperational level forecast prodaces.
These prodocts abselutely must be held e the highese of
standards for koth conrene and dq‘ict[rln. Operational end
LISETS l]‘l 1_|:l'||:l|'|'|.{ll'u.| 1l,!|l,'l (,'\.'Il'l[l,'l:l] Centers :'I|‘I\.l r.'l'-..'[ii:.ll |I_'\.'l.._'|
vperations wiust bave the hishest confidence in the produces and
have an undesstanding ol the teclmiaues, tactics, and proce

dures vsed by the srraregic and OPCEATC wial level weather unies.

Observer - 13



We instill thar confidence by ensuring our processes are
meastred for compliance and thae produces are a uniform and
hivh quadicy.

What lies ahead? Each round of stan/eval visits will hecome
meore rienrpns, he “consulration visits” were not graded: the
stan/eval team offered an cutsider’s perspecrive o the OWS
commancers as they were developing their processes and
procedures, These visits identified several areas where the
muidance had “missed the mark.”

In August of 2003, the first round of graded stan/evals
offered an objective assessment of compliance with guidance.
Subjective evalyation, the “yes, you have these procedures but
they can be berrer.” element was purposely avoided. Unirs
received “full credit” for processes and procedures thar may not
b tarlby maroee because of the ditference o relative ages of the
units. The “cldest™ OWS is less than five years old and che

Stage Three
(6-9 months)

Units Gain
Compliance with
New Guidance

“voungest” declared full cperational capability 18 maonths ago.
To keep the playing field level the firse graded stan/evals
focused on ensuring that critical processes and procedures are
in place.

In 2003, the second round of graded stan/evals will intre-
duce a more rigorous evaluation of persannel in the form of
computer generated knowledse and skill eviduations and
“checkrides” of the operations teams.  Lessons learned from
constiltation visies and the first ronnd of graded evalvations was
fed into the new APMAN 13-129 that will e published this
summer. Clearly, there is a lot happening in the stan/eval world
3.]‘1(1 a 1()[ o 1(1(31( f(]r\\'i]rli G iﬂ Thk"' mUrlthb lll'l'\:\l.k{- Y

For morg informazion on the Standards and Evalnarign Prograa,
review AR 15180

Stage One

{6 months)

New weather guidance is

publisned (i.e. AFl 15-180,

AFMAN 15-129) and

released to the field.

OWS and CWTs re-

ceive adequate time to
implement new and
changing polices

Drafts, develops,
and coordinates
weather guid-
ance. Then
updated Air Force
guidance is
published and
available to the
field, siarting the
whole cycle again.

before stage two.

AFWA/XOP
Conducts OWS
stan/eval Visits

Stage Two
(6.9 months)
Consists of stan/eval inspections. Observations, both
negative and positive, are complied and used during
the next revisions to weather guidance.
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Agenc
Top N
Award

by Lorry Pitsenbarger
Air Force Wenther Agency,
Offutt AFB, Neb.

Mambers of Air Force
Wearher Agency were
preserited NASA's Group
Achievement Award, on Feh.
3, 2004, for their coneribution
too the mulri-agency Near Real
Time Processing Effort, of
NASA's Earth Observing
System satellite program.  The
award is a NASA agency level
award and ane of the highest
honor awards ziven for group
achievement.

The Near Real Time
Processing Effurt s in divect
response to natienal needs for
operational users to have
access o NASA Earth
Observing System satellire
data for hoth civil and
military applicarions, Now
because of the combined
efiorts of AFWA, NASA,
NOAA and the Navy, a
system was established o
process and deliver, on an
operational timeline, Jata

Terra MODI

o=

31 March 03 08 |

Jnyiresolution

+ Saddam International Airport
Baghdad

This irmage shows hofspots detected by the MODIS sensor end the smaoke plumes that
were 0 result of the ail fires Burning in the vicinity of Baghded during Qparation lragi
Freadom in March of 2003. The image, from the MODIS senser aboard the NASA
spocecaol Tera’, was a result of g team’ effort between the Air Force Weather Agency
and HASA. NASA acquired nnd processed the raw sotellite doto, then AFWA's Maiearo-
logical Satellite Applicotions Bronch analyzed and srnoioted the image for fransmission
to fhe agency’s cperationgl web sarver.

from EOS Terra and Aqua
satellites. This data has
adlowed operational usess the
ability to generare never-before
possilile night time products
usinging enhanced dust, fire
and low cloud night detection
techniques,

The AFWA award winning

World class facilities
for a world class
organization.

The Air Force Weather Agericy
recently celebratec! the
completion of 7,000 square feet
of renovated office space. The
new office space will housa 670
pieces of new office fumiture,
and 55 people. The four-morih
rencvation wos conduded by
private contraclors, with
AFWA facility personnel
confributing over 100 work
hours to the effort, Recent
renovations also included five
women's restrooms. Here,
lason Storrs (f2ft] and Nick
Bawek finish some final
touches in one of the
renovaled hallways. Fhofo by
Paige Hughes

team consisted of: Maj. Brad
Creen, Capt. Brian Kabat,
Capt. Robers Wacker and
Larry Pisenbarger, all formerly
of AFWA's Ervironmental
METSAT Requirements
Branch; Bruce Thomas and
Dr. Tom Kopp of Aercspace;
Mark Conner. AER.Y
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A Return Home

Weather Flight returns

from a deployment to a
new 3,500-square-foot

facility

by Tech. 5gt. Gregory Ripps
Texas Notional Guard Public Aftoirs

A ynigue Naoonal Guard anic celebzared both the
completion of a new building on Camp Mabry and the renurn
of seven of s members from overseas Now, |5,

The 209¢h Weather Flight is a Texas Air Natianal Guard
unit that provides racticad meteorelogica) services to hoth
ground avd air forces, Porecasiers prepare mission briefings for
areas throughout the thearer of operations. [nformation they
prowide plays n critical role in determining whether medical
evacuations, air assault and close air suppoct missions go or
not.

Seven mensbers perturmued their mission in Afabanisian,
where they deploved last spring as part of Cperation Erduring
Frecdom.

Althoigeh the mew building was complend List summer, the
flight postponed the official dedicarion wnel all ies members
cuald L prsent. T|'|t'!‘ wery _juhlnl at the |"-l|||".:|i|'l_'.; |_‘-'!' their
families, former commanders and high-ranking members of the
Texas National Guand.

Rericed Col. Aclee Friez, immediate past commander of the
209 Weather Flisht, noted the many years the unit had
funcoiened wichaut s own boildine, thanking indseidoals who
made the new one possible. He had donned his uniform for
the occasion. “['m retited, bur Ui still proud rowear the
uniterm,” he said.

The current commander, Lt. Col. Tina Smith, recosmized
the quests and then asked cach of the deploved members 1o
share a few werds at the pathering.

Senior Airman Joshua Stowers was particularly bappy 1o see
his wife azain. “[ feft righs after we ot mastied,” he explained.

Crther menskers had Jefe small children behind. Tech. Sar.
Alberro Ramirez, father of mo and o relevision weatherman in
cividian lite, recalled missile artacks where he was starfoned near
Kandahar “There were some close calls, some exciting eimes,”
B nored i understacement. Tech Sgr. David Loyd, anacher
tather of twi, had been stationed in three different places while
in Afzhanistan, But he contended, "My wife had che bard job.”

Tech. Set. Billy Tilar had a shahrly different simation as he
and his wite are in rhe process of adogring two children from
Russin. “These were rrying rimes,” be said. "Fot 1 was with 2

Moy Ape U4

grong of people who are very dedicated and who were wonder
ful ro work with.”

Masrer Sgt. Everett Viaddez shared that sentiment, "We
weren't on the frone lines,” he explained. “Bot the job we did
briefing pitots was an impartant part of the war effore.”

Tech. Set. Cindy Matzen said the experience overseas
turned our to be positive. "We were proud to represent Texas,”
she said, "We're ready to do it azain ... in a year er wo.”

Maj. Donald Prince, the ranking member of the conringent,
noted that the members had served on bases ar Kandahar,
Bagram and other locations, *The 209th Wearker Flighs people
shined wherever they were in Afghaniscan”

W'l call them the Magnificent Seven,™ added Maj, Gen.
Jerey Ragsdale, Texas Ale MNational Guasd commander, who
expressed his appreciation o the members, their families and
their employers, and for the efforts thar went inro the weather
fhaht's new buoildine.

The 3,500square-foet faciliny is a standard prefabricated
metal comstruction, What makes it special is thar i was
designed specifically for a wearher flight's needs and therely
might ¥ the cnly such building in the National Guard. i
meets electrical and communication requirsments and provides
arnple space,

Celinel Smich pointed cot three features: the operaional
weacher starion, che main maining roony, and the room ourside.
“The aperational weather starion allows us 1o use Adr Force
isste tactical nerenrological CLLLPIMEnT a5 well as she Tnterner,”
Colomel Smirh said. “The building is also host ro the Aure
maked Surface Qlservarion Sysrem nsed in local wearher
forceasts. This allows Camp Malry te conrinue the 100plus.
yeatr listory of climartoloey in Austin.”

The buiklivg has space not caly in it but alse around it
allow Hight members to sec up portalle stations to accomplish
outdeor weather training. Mow they don't have 1o fransport
equipment and set it up elsewhere as in the past. And having
their own building also means weather flight members can
secure their equipment more ensily.

“Everything we need is in one place,” emphasized Master
Se. David Crorpelias, the flight's ranking noncommiissioned
officer. “The new facility has revolotionized the way the flight
conducts training, We are onby heginning to tap the capabilicies
available to us.”

The 14%th Civil Engineer Flight, based ar Lackland Air
Farce Base, San Antenio, complered the project in six snenths
At a cost of 920,000, “C-llnph'ﬁnn wits three months ahead of
schedde and on budger,” said the CE flicht commander, Lt
Col. Mark Garcia,

W had o receprive civil engineer and o receptive headquar-
ters to mwake [t haopen,” said Serzeant Cornelius,

Major Prince summed it all up: “We have the best weather
tight building anywhere - and the best weather flighe™ %



JAAWIN - Weather: On Display
It’s Worth
A Closer Look

Interactive
Surface Analyses

by Ken Smith
Air ForcetWeather Agency
Oftutt AFB, Neb.

H'gl\t' YOLD CveT W ;"ll-ltl.:\_'i a '1'1|TF.'|1:'Q !:"ll.'l[' OVET TI.'“.‘
Southeast United Sates? Or a wemperatune plot over
Southwest Asial You can create a variery of products
stz JAAWIN inceractive “Surface Obseevarion”

application. You can access this from apy theater's
Surface Analvses menu.

A world map appears with a red box over the central e

demonsirofes milifory weather
operotions Jon. 12 - 15, 2004
otthe Americon Mefeoralogy
SOCner-r"s arnual meefing in Seanitle,
Wash. Mare then 4,000 visilors
slcpped I check oul he IMETS and
Spoce Weather copabilifies, AFW
represeniotves were Capl, Herd
Keysan, 2nd LE Jill Williams,
Tech. Sgt."s Williom Barmwell
ard Roland Gonzalaz, Staff St
Garry Thompson and Ainman
First Class David Gilles, Prioie by
Foiige Hughes

United Staves. To meove the box, simply click a location
an the map. To resize the box, click the “Product Size
(den)” inpur hes, The defavdt size is 20 dearees of Jat/
Jon. You can shrink it to 3 degrees, or expand it to 50
demrees, Next, select o backaround (contour versus

codir shading and lavers (temperature, seq level

pressure, dewpoint, strearnlines, vorticiny, asotachs,
ceilimg, sisibiling, vr moisture comwergence), then create
the product,

1r vone have any questions or comments absout
JAAWIN's interacrive Surface QObservation applicasion,
please conencr APSA's Corrent Requirements Branch
at xoro@afesalmil. Warch for contimuad JAAWIN
ug<hates in furure Oheerer issues, 'V

AFWA SURFACE TEMP/SLP ANALYSIS VALID:15Z27FERR004 [l Tech. Sat. Rolond Gonzale:

cutfits o visilor in combal protectios
while derrensinating Might Vision
Gogale copabilifies. The exhibil
hall cpened a day eany for the
general public. Phata by Paige
Hughes

. o - TRy

This esample of Interecive Surfoce Anclises hos

color shoding for tempersiyre and contours for sea

lavel prassuee. Awariety of products can be created
;

usitg JAAVIN'S interactive “Surtacs Ohseration’
agplication,
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Vital Mission,

Lt. Cel. Williom Spendiey, Jr.
ond 2nd L. Nicole Wells

1 7th Cperafional Weather
Squodron, Hickam AFB, Hawoii

The 17th Operaticnal Weather
Suadren is located ina tropical paradise
on Hickam AFB, Hawaii in the headouar
ters l‘.|_1i|\\|i|1'7: e Tacitic Air Forces. The
17rh QWS is the newest huly in Ajr Force
Whoarlwer, The anssicen is diverse and
encnmpasses 3 nnigue blend of opers-
tiomal level support requirements,
embedded combat weather flizht
tunctionaliny, and a robust training
prooram for new liewenants and 3eved
airman straight out of the Ininal Skills
Croigse ar Keester AFE, Miss,

“Ie rakes an incredible pool of ralenred
peagtle to address weather supporr
reqairements for a 100 million square
mile Area of Responsibiling stretching
srosm the Antarctic o the Asctic with
aerdy rwo billion people in 41 coun
rries,” 2aid Major Robert Swansun, 17th
OIS Directur of Operations,

The 17th persennel acr as the comsdar
weather team for che 15th Air Winge and
Hawaii Air National Guard and US Army
Regiomal Flighr Cenres ar Hickam AFE,
Haseaii: Thae mission includes complere
ervironmental and siuational awareness
for Jocal exercizes, numerous weather
riefs o wing leadership and Hawaiian
A Defense Zone mission execution
frerecasts in support of Cperation Noble
Eamle erabling defense of the Homeland,

The 17th OWE provides [nvestizative
anid Becovery Decision Briefs, operational

18— Mar/Apr e

ical

|T|i|ﬁ:|[{1]ug'!' for |_~!.nnning and aviation
specilic mission executiun furecasts
worldwide. Joing POW and MIA
Accounting Command’s main gozl is the
secovery and repatriation of 83,000
Armericans missing from World War 11,
the Koream War, the Viernam War, the
Corled War and che Persian Guli War. The
seamless integration of weather informa-
o inco planning and execuring these
missions enabled rhe reparriation of over
W mizsing Americans in 2003,

“It's incredible to be participating 4n
something so vitally impertane as the
reconery and répatrintion of 88,000
miissing Americans from our natioa's
war's,” said st Lr, Whirney Heyward,
who leads the JPAC support.

Air Mohility Gperarions Control
Cenrer's mission is to command amd
coarrol air mobiling assets in the Pacific
Command Area of Responsibifing, These
operations include air refueling, airlif
and aeremedical evacuarion missions in
support of combar eperations, contingen-
cies, exercises and humanicarian relief
operations, The squadran prepared and
delvered over 3,000 pilor weather
Driefings during 2003 alore. This
inchided CORONET fighter deployment
for glohal power projection. The OWS
was alan a key ennbler to the deployvment
of thousands of troops for Operation
Enduring Freedam and Operation [ragi
Freedom and air bridge missions
rransiting the Pacific inte the CENTCOM
Aren of Responsililing.

The Pacitic Operarions Suppoert
Center commands/controls assets
mvelved in exercises and real warld
operations aceoss the theatre, The Hub

persennel pregare and integrate weather
impactk pssessments inte shaping,
planning and EXECULIRE OTLratinns aornss
the: spectrim of mission profiles and for
all Divisicms and Cells within the ACC.
The squadson was a critical mission
enabler fur over 140 realworld Sensirive
Reconnaissance Cperations in the Pacific
theatre during 2003.

The Huly ensures Gen. Williany
Besert, Commander of the Pacific Air
Forces, has rotal weather situationa)
awareness for Aie Force acrivities,
exerises, contingengies, operations and
other significant events within the Pacific
thearre. Squadron personpel brief rhe
PACAF DO daily and the COMPACAF
roatinely. The 17th CWS quarantees
Gien. Begert has 365/24/7 envirnmmental
awareness and menwarch capabiliny from
mud 1o sun for the ensits Pacitic. This
includes geologic activiey - earthquakes,
voleamic ETRpHOnS amd Esunamis;

.Li't:nil'i{ ant solar activing/events; and
ryphoons and seorm systems; all with a
foeus o boertenmine impacts ro milicary
QPeraTioNs, acTivines and warfizhrers.

The 1T OWS is integral 1o Joint
Typheaon Warning Center and their
mission to provide vphoon forecasting
and warnings for the Pagific on belalf of
Dol¥ and D5, Squadron personnet man
Typheon Dhury Officer, Typhoon Duty
Assistant, Satellice Operations and
Technical Development positions. The
synensy bemween | TWA and the 17th
OWS eptimizes the accomplishment of
previding SA on typhoon impacts 1o Gen,
fiegert and TACAT leadership through
the TOSC.

T\'p]umn.\ and other tTupiCﬁl SCOTITS N
the Pacitic pose significant forecast
clillenges thar require a very robust
rraining prooram. The squadien's
teaining program was taeed "Ouestanding”
during irs final Reengineering Consulra:
ricn Visit in November 2002, The
program s an indepth 15weel indocrr
narion training followed by a combinarion
of QT and certification in four main
positions on the regional eperations {loor,
The length of this porrion is flexible—
allowing individuals ro master the duties
of each position in optimum time, The
Training Flight's accomplishments



include a 133 percent squadron firsttime
pass rate tor 3level COUs (seven percent
higher than APV and an avernge
completion time of just eight menths (34
percent faster than the AF Standard and
67 pereent faster than the AFW Stan-
dard). The Fraining progrinm is crocial to
enstring exceprivaally qualified personnel
are remdy to stpport the mission.

Tirlf.‘ I:Ih {'T'\"'.S .1Lu'-|'|’:||'-|'i\|.'l-:.\ it
umiguie aad Jiverse mission across a wide
spectram of operarions with outstanding
results and will continue o proudly sere
the PACAF Commander and ald warriors
i the Pacific. "%

Staff Sgi. LeTonio Jarmes prepores o farecast of the Regional Grophics dask.

Semgeant Jo

3 one of Ihe weather fachnicians cssin f I
1710 OWS is respansible for on orea gver 106 squara milas, will naorly

The | 7th Speraticnal
Waather Squadron provided
veeather briefings 1o the crew
cf Air Force Oine, during a
stap at Hickam AFB, Hawaii,
on o five-nation presidential
yisit. Prasident Franklin Ok,
Rocsevelt first called far the
creation of the Presidertial
Pilet OHice 1o provide cir
frensporation lothe
President ond fis staff in
244, The cumrent
presidentiol fleet consists of
twao specinlly configured
Boging 747-2G08 series
aircraft. The planes hove
about 4,000 square feet of
interior spoce, ond owing
span of over 195 feel.

the 17th Opsarot

The 17th OWS provides the highest caliber
meteorological, neeanosraphic and specialized sphoon
warning support tor Department of Deterse and
Department ot State operations across the FACOM
Area of Respensibilig, The squadron provides support
across the full spectrum from war fighrer o specialized

staft services for:
PACAF's Air Operations Center (PAOC)

Air Mobility Operations Control Ceriter
(AMOCCO)

Pacific Operarions Support Cenrer (POSC)

Joint POW and MIA Accounting Commund
(JPAC)

Tuint Typhoon Warning Center JTWC)

Headguzrrers Pacific Air Forges (HQ
PACAT)

Headquarters Us Army Pacific (HQ
USARPAC)

Heawaii Air National Guard (HIANG)
I5th Alr Wine [15th AW)
US Army Regional Flight Center

B R R 3

The squadron also has respomsibiling ro issue TAFs
fir Andersen AFB, Guam and Whesler Army Airfield,
Hiwaii and conrinuous weather warning/advisory
support for these i locations ard wiany more
throughour the Hawaiian Blands.
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Life on

by 2nd it. Poul |. Koecher and

Staft Sgt. Edword J. Jackowski

11tk Cperatione) Weather Squadran,
Elmendort AFB, Alaska

When vou rthink of what being stationed in Alaska might be
fike, what comes to mind! lploos! Temperatures near negative
infiniey! Twenoy-four hours of darkness! Well, I'm here to tell
yor it's all true!

Cleay, so | may have exagrerared slighthy, but there are many
advantazes, as well as chatlenges, to lving and working in this
great wikderness, Tetween mawking ar the Aurora Borealis on the

Miount Mckiniay, Morfh America's kighast mountain ol 20,320 leat, is o exfroordinary sight

farmembers of the 1 Hh Operationat Weather Squadron, Meunt Mckinley is nomed ofter
fhe 25th Linited Sofes presidant, Witlia
reepurtain by Hs originad Mafive Amencor noms, Denali, meaning “grect ene”, Photo by
Saoft Sgt. Williar Everstt.
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ra hcKinley. Howewar, many locals prefer fo call the

#The Arcilic Front”

Wiy T '.'.'url-i ;Iﬂxl! L]nd;:inf_' TNSE L she Wiy Jmlm&. i"q't'r'll'i.'}ﬂ'!.' I= an
adverture in Alaska arel o the 11eh Operational Weather
Squaidron.

Alaska is ar the center of the woeld, not enly for placement of
strategic military aiverate, bar also for those diehard eravelers
winse geiest &5 o see the world. When talking about air mides,
Elmendart AFB 5 only 2,090 mites from Washineton, DN,
5,500 miles from Beijing, 3,800 miles from Moscow, and 3,900
miles from Berlin, 5o, no matter where your interests lie,
Elmendart AFB, Alaska is ar the heart of & all.

As far the squadron, we're a small, vighrly knit crew, of 60
active duty members. Our mission, however, i broad in scope
and eriticad to National Defense. W provide complers
environmental and situational awareness w the Alsskan
Command, Eleventh Air Force, Afaskan NORAD Region, 3l
Wine, 334ch Figheer Wing, US Army Forces Alaska, Alaska
Natiomal Guard, and a syriad of other operations.

I vou're looking to gain experience forecasting with ali rypes
of terrain etfecrs and weaeher wichoue boundasies, then an
asstenment to the 1Eth OWS s right for you. From the
Aleutian lslands, with 100+ mph wirds and fog that can last for
weeks, to the Intertor of the stare where semperatures can dip
dewn to B0 bedow zero Fin winter and shoot ap o 100 F in :
summer, o the Southcenmad regton (our “Banana Belt”, which
includes Elmendorf AFB), which can receive between 60 and
1,100 inches of snow a year.. Alaska s THE place to experience
the extremes of all seasons.

Alaska ts home to 2 Long-Range Radar Sites, used 1o ensure
our nation's northernmast border is protected from assault,

Orizinally established as Distant Eardy Warning sives during the
Cold War, they are now key pieces in the Homeband Defense
puzzle. The radar sites are very remote, often hundreds of miles
from the nearest vitlape, and sceessible only by air. The 1th
OWS provides detailed weather briefings oo aircrews flying in
and out of these sires [several of the “runways” are actualiy on




This photo coptures the nuiors boraolis, the YMerhern Lights, near Anchorone, Alosks, Anourarn
oczurs when highly charged electrans and pratons from sciarwind internctwith elements in the agi's
otmosphere. Solerwinds stream oway Trom the sun ol speeds of cbout 1 milllon miles per hour, As

the electrons enter the endh’s upper almosphere, hey will encountar atoms of oygen ond Aitrogen
alfitudes from 2040 200 miles above the earth’s sudace, The colas of the ourcm depends on which
phomis sruck, and the alftude of fhe meefing. Here the aurgs appears green, becouse cxynen wos

sleuck, upte 150 miles inaluda. Pholo by 1t Lt Kristepher Kripchak.

the sides of mountains!), as well as weather warnings for
TesLusce protection,

One example is Cape Newenham, which lies on Alaska's
Bering Sea coast. In 1999, there was a fog event that kept the
Cape below aireraft landing minimums for over 70 days, The
asual resupply of these forward locations is every 21 days, 50 you
can imagine how desperate the residenrs were for any weather
window. Accurate foreeasting and METWATCH makes the
difference between fresh food and supplies, or dinner from a can
for these people.

The OWS produces forecasts for ane of the only alternate
larecling sites for lighes crossing the northern Pagific Ocean,
Eareckson Air Station, of as many of us catlir, Shemya Island.
Shemya (which is only 4 miles long and 2 miles wide) is ane of
the westernmost Aleveian Isiands and is 1,450 mifes from
Anchorage and 2,050 miles from Tokyo.  The island experi-
ences some of the woest weather in the world, Have you heard
of 40 knot winds with fog? Well, Eareckson Air Station has
experienced these atypical mereorological conditions. The for
can reach as much as 4,000 feer thick during long stable
periods, which happens almost every summer, With no
weather radar for a thousand miles, timing those “weather
windows” s extremely challengingt

The Etmendorf team also provides weather products to an
organization called the Rescue Coordination Center. This group
is well known around the world for their rapid coordination and
reSpONSE T0 emersencies across the enrite state of Alaska and
surrounding ocean. When the RCC calls, every phone on the
Crperations Floor rings and whoever has the quickest reflexes ges
the job. The center can call the squadren at any given momens,
needing informarion for several locatiors o inchude sky
condition, visibility, weather, surface winds, minimum alrimerer

In July of 2003, 11sh OWS produced 36 RCC forecasss. Of
those ¥ forecasts, the RCC was abe so €y 13 missions, saving
10 lives, making five assists, and focating svo penple. When
you're notified the number of lives a product you creared helped
save, weather forecasting takes on o whoke new, very personal
TheAning.

Alaska is also one of the few places where space weather
wverificarion can be as simple as going ouside and looking
owards the stars, A beavsful, red veil feli over the stare during
the XI5 solar event that sook place on Mo, 4, 2003, However,
it ddoesnt take & record-breaking event o produce an aucora here,
Forecasrers can usually her if they're driving inro work and see
the aurora, theyll be briefed at shifr change about some kind of
operations degradation due to space wearher,

We even have an Aurosa Recall Roseer. This fise is full of
dedieared Airmen, NCO's, and Officers wanting to be notified
about major auresa events, no marter whar ome of day or nighs
The rurora can be seen during portions of the day through
winter here, The shortest day ar Elmendort AFB has just 5
ours 26 mingres of sunlight. Barrow, Alaska, the nosthernmost
puint in the United Srages, sees its final sunset in tare Movember
and will not aeain see a crye sunrise until late January,

Althoush challenging, life ae the 11sh OWS and Alaska is
filled with experiences that will last o lifetime, Whether it's a
macse greeting you at your door in the morning, a fox ar coyote
meandering down the streer, the aurcea lighting up the sky on a
cold winter's night, or 2 saow event thar goes on for days, an
assipnmient in Alaska is one o pive you memories you'll carry
with you forever, T

This rmoose wos seen in Soulh Anchorege. The lergest stale park in the nation is kecatad in
Aloiske, Wood Tikchik Stole Pork is 1.8 million oeres of wildemess. Alasko is the lorgest state
in the Linited Stotes with 586,412 square miles, that iz .72 square miles per eoch Alzskan,
Pheta by Serior Aiman Dowid Croig,

serting, hazards, emperatures, sunkizht daea, upper level winds,
sea states and information an conditions in specific mountain
passes, They need this dara within five to 10 minutes,
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“He has a starring role

in the Air Force
Weather world,”
said Sergeant
Garlington.

by Jodie Grigsty,
Public Affoirs, Air Force Weother
Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb.
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enior Atrman Jonathan T,

Liskn set a new standard when

he graduared from the new 30

week Wearher Forecaster
Apprentice course at Keesler AFB, Miss,
Airrnan Liska gradiared wich 99.7 percent
average in the course. e missed vnly
one qiiestion on the course's 14 tests; each
test has 20 questions,

“To push for and achieve thar level ot
excellence speaks volumes to his character
and porengial to do grear things fur his
unit and the Air Force”, said Maj,
Christopher Cox, Comunder af the
Wearher Training Flight

*I puta lar of hard wark into it Tseta
goal for myself, [t is something 1
accomplistied and 1 am proud of ir, bur
there is more work o be done,” Airman
Liska said of his recozd setting score.

Airman Liska is now assigned with the
L5th Operational Weather Squadnon ar
Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. where he
continbes his maining, Continuing his
scholastic excellence Adrman Liska earned
a pertect scere on his firs volume review
exeroise areer Dc‘.'a:lt_mpu‘wnr Conrse.
Acconding to his supervisor, Master Sgt.
William Gadingron, Airman Liska is a
positive example to his peers.

“He nurtires his fellow classmares
with knowledge in suich a way thar they
den't even realize he is teaching them,”
said Serzeant Garlingron.

Serzeant Garlington went on to say
thar Airman Liska is quickly arasping
complex meteorolopical concepts thar
usually rake years w master.

“In doing =0, he will save the Air Force
billions by protecting mission essenyiil
assets thraugh his forecasting abilitg,”

ﬂn“ﬁhl’!ﬂ'&ore

When Airman Liska is done with his
training hie will play an importane rale in
military operations. When asked how ir
feels to be such an imparant link in the
decision making process of Air Force and
Army commanders, Liska replies with his
erade marked humble attdtude.

“That's why | am here, [ am here to
be chatlenged, [ am here to do the job
right.”

When asked whar is harder, getting a
p-{:rr_uct SCOTE, Or f::-r-:(‘asril‘u:_[ the \\":\l['h-fT‘
Airman Liska answered with out a
moment's pause, Forecasting. Definitely.
Ne question,”

The Seartle, Wash. native didn't start
his career in weather, Airman Liska was
in the Air Force tor six years as an Arabic
linguist and then separated from the Air
Force (il back 4] Cﬂ[]l.'_eu. Alrman Liska
saidl that he returned o the Air Foree cor
of a sense of parriorism and thar he felr
the only way 1o achieve his personal goals
was throush the Air Force. He knew
when he returned, he wanted iv to ke in
weather.

“Tt (weathern) is so dynamic, It is so
unprediceabte that it constantly challenges
vou,” Airman Liskna said.

When asked about the one guestion
he Jidd miss, on the eleventh test of the
Weather Forecaster Apprentice colrse,
Alrman Liska siys it was the eastest
gpuestion on the test and that everyone
else ot it rehr. And nexr time, will ke
ger the guestion right!

“1will never miss that question again
in my life” Airman Liska said with a
langh.

{Edward Ring, Weather Training Flight,

contribited to this stor.)



"Honor

and a

Privilege’Serve

by Copt. Edward Amrhein and Melody Higdon,
Air Force Combat Climatology Center, Asheville, N.C.

On Jan, 1, 2000, Congress enacred the National Defense
Authorization Act, which formalized @ vereran’s entitlement 1o
Milirary Funeral Honors. This new law made it difficule for che
Deparmment of Defense te honor cur vererans, especially in
regions where there are nu military bases pear by,

This s especially true in the Asheville, N.C, vicininy where
the nearest base is some four hours away, The local Buncombe
Counmy Veteran's Coungil asked for help from Air Forge
Cansbat Climatslogy Center, located in Ashevidle, N.C. Could
they auement funeral derdls for local veterans! A arotip of Non
Commissioned Qfficers agreed without hesimtion and, afrer
augrnenting several funerals, they decided to form an ofticial
AFCCC Haner Guard.

he military presence is very small in Asheville and few Couniry music singar Ladnn Rimes sings the Noticns! Anthem at ihe opening nonies of
the Deytona SO0, The AirForce Combal Cfl-"o.‘o ooy Center Color Guard, £ o, N,
portizipaied in the avants by camying the Air Force colers. Color guords from the other
serices were olso reprasented, In o joinl color guord, the Army is fhe sanior service,
therelare presenting the Nakionol Colars. AFCCE Jormatized the program lost yeor by
creating | Special Ceremanias Tegm. Tre SCT acc“’rmpc of twia furcticnad ‘.gms one
nity =0 rh-;n‘.- |"L_-|__:;‘|n tor parficipate in events |\3' presenting our for fumeral support and the other for censmanial sup

civilians in the area ever interacred witly this Air Force. Seeing
the Honor Guard team ar a furmeral was often o person's finst
and only exposure o military members. Therefore, the team
louked tor ways o introduce the Air Force blue ro the commu-

. 2003, more than 50 percent of

Naricn's Colors during the opening ceremaonies of local semi- the millitary members assigred b AFCCC valun their serdce 10 4he team ord suppored
professional sporting events such as baseball and hockey mimes. 112 funeral details. They also provided colo 'Qu':"-u proftfor 36 events, recching
- . L BN, KN I} 00 oecede. Phetg by Stolf o i B Pric
Although funeral support is the number one prioriry, the approximadely 225,000 pecple.  Phala by Stolf Sergeont Williom B Price

team also presents the National Colars for occasions such as
SPOTEING QVEnts, Uit retirement ceremonies. community awards
banguets, and other civic events in the region.

What morivares team members to volunteer 1 serve rhis
wiy! The reasons vary. For some, it is a way to ler the comum
nity know that we are here.

“Being withour a base close by, [ like to show the local
communiry 2 lirtde bir of whar the militazy is all abour,” Tech.
Set. Rick Srage said

For Tech. Sgr. Mike Cassady it's a way ta help recruit the
airmen of tomorrow,

"By demonstrating that we'te a unit of professionad airmen,
upholding the Air Force traditions and exemgplifying a history
of excellence and patriotism,” Serpeant Cassady said.

Tech. Sar Brad Rittle, said his reason for participating is o
say thank you o the families of military members that the team

honars for their Ioved ones service.

Presidant George W. Bush storted the race. Presideni Bush met the NASCAR
drivers before the roce. MASTAR roces af ohoud bwa-dozen rocks every yaar,
will ne two tracks tha zama. There are ovols, fi-ovols, guod-evals ard read

"To lex them know that their service did make a Jifference,
that orhers will carry on that service, and that their sacrifice

s o Frn R ey 2iffle i 3 =
won'r I forgorten,” said Sergeanr Riffle, courses. The road coursz ot Daylons Intemational Speadway is 3.56 miles, thi
Whatever rheir reasons are, every team member feels itis an  incldes the iriovel superspeedwiy ond non-bonked infield sacfion. Phota by 5:09_

hemnor and privilege 1o be able to serve in this unique way. ' Sergeand Williem B, Prica
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Times Change...

but the Weather Hasn't:

A historical look at
forecasting for

Fielson AFB, Alaska

by Cept. Tom Crenshow
354 O55/0SW,
Eiglson AFB, Alosko

Aliska is everything |
theughe ic would be.stunning
motncain viscas rantalize the
mine, trackless wilderness
makes me sealize how
insignificant we really are,
awesone wildlite phounds.
However, there 1= one
challerge T didn’t expier, and
that is forecastinge the Gdmost)
nrpredictable weather.

That's righe, [ said
ALMOST. There are days that
[ fesl it rakes a good dese of
Black magic {wing of har, lez of
ngwt) conshined with a pinch
of voodos (white zombie
powdler, pins and dalls) and a
whaole lat of luck [rabhir's foor,
tourleafed clover) to produce
an agcyrate forecast. Whe in
their right mand would expecs
celd air, srratus and snow to
meve in from the West when
the steering Bow is Fascerly!
What weather techaician
could wven think to predicr
clear skies arel 46 F ar Eiddson,
when it's overcast amd 22 F

only 26 miles Nortlyat

Mar/ Apr ‘04

Fairtanks? Why shoodd |
expect that huge low 1o che
5-|urhu.'rst rhar is l]L‘:thl\}_'
directly toward us 10 swing
northerly as it hits the cold
waters of the Bering Sea?
What o you mean we don't
et snow Tecause of the
“Lrenali Shadow”™ How in the
heck can L expect a temgpera-
tue swing from 20 helow zero
o 30 F in o mateer of
hewes™? A treczing rain
event i February in the
Alashan interioe? Duhlecs.
I the immortal words of
ESPN's Lee Corso,
: FLll'I"..{L\leI-'Ih]“.\1I|.|i[:“

Thank soodness thae there

wery |'|un|,}|f [ere befire

as..metecrolngists who didn't
have the wnerrinely aceurats
{oough, coughl modet
auidance we do tiwday. They
didn’s have the fusary of
extersive {the word exrensive
is highly suljective in this
corgext) surface and upper air
ohservation neeworks that we
do. They vsed “sound
meteordopical regsoning” and
piat down their farecast “rules
uf thumb” gn paper,  These
rules have keen passed down
Ly oldcimers chrough the vears
and evolved (or were incorper
I';w:d'l into what we know
roday as o TFRN.

Tech. Ser, Donald Gessel 15

ane of the maost experienced

Alaskan forecasters currently
in Air Force Weather, He
recently fund am official
histary report tor the Eielson
AFB weather starion ¢l
1956, In the repor, the
]rndq_-r.xlﬁj) of whar was L‘.um‘m
as the Detaclhiment 5, Tth
Weather Group curdines the
challenges that the “eld
timers” faced during their
tentire and from rhe sounds of
it, some of rheir prohlems
weten't mch different than
the anes we face taday,

Ch, they didn't have LAN
prodilems, or dedayed model
runs, o sofware comgpatibilin
isstes anad the Like, (and rhey
surcly didn't have o remene

This circa 1747 photo shows the Eielzon Buse Exchange. The Army completed
canstruction of the original bose in Cictoher 1944, The base consisted of oporoumotely
600 acres with housing for 108 afficers and 330 enlisted. It eventuelly fzaturad o 10-
bed dizpansary, hwa parallel runvays 6,425 feel long by 130 feet wide and Birchweood
Hongoy, o leng Eiglson fidure.



This phalo, |

chiose the site

piormers st

»ar

1 somelime oraund 1956, shows the Eielson Bose Weather Stalion. The weather slafion wos ¢ camper trailer, Militory
where Eiglson sits today as on oudliary field {or Ladd Field, now Fod Weinwright, when bod weather prevanted

gircralt rom londing there. Militory plonners wantad to build somewhere closa bul south of Lodd Field. The Bielson site vas ideal becnuse the

terrpin oround the propased site was iree of oaproach hazords dor the arriving air

her any eight-digit passwords
Using ar least one special
character and number)), bue a
person reading the report
could easily imngine it being
Wrirren ‘-\.'\'L":.ll VEars ;I:T”.
Trvrend ol :-I;I'*.'T.Il ._|*.:|_‘.1\lc'~‘ LGN
T|‘||.:' n;|‘-|r«‘ rk'\'i'ill-;'n{ ‘:'hL'

l':"l _tilq.'i'l',_'l.'ﬁ [ ‘-fr l.'rlx_?ll'\.“_ﬂ- Ph' e
L..lll?- :I.;‘-!\,'ili:_'\ .||_"'."||'|| th' 1.'.'(.|f|‘|-:_".‘.
lr purlines he problems witly
daca sparseness providing
forecast challenges. Addition-
allv, ahservation ervor rates are
covered anoan ancient “QA”
stvle program. Combine these
concerns with budgering and
persnnnel jssues and you have
challerges thar sound famitiar
very familiar in soday’s Air
Farce Weather world.

The major difterence,
hioraever, i the austere
ERVITONMEnT OUr predecessors
Tved and worked in. Linpaved
roacds, difficule communica-
tiens, Jack of base facilities
and the nenexistence of any
medern conveniences fsuch as
Home Depot, Wal-Mart, [izza
Hur erc.) made their lives

more rugeed than many of us
coadd imnagine. Yeu think
people living in de ingerior of
Alaska et “cabin fever™ today!
Imapine what it would e ke
o he stuck indoars for weeks
at a rime withoos Cable TV,
home computers, Playstation
M, and other diversions!
These fulks Jid it.and set the
]T-n'-;-:.?-;nﬂ‘ foor weather
supputt to flving operations
i;.u‘ ﬂi.'(.'ulus L Cone.

S thie siexr time thines
dion's seem 1o Le aoine our
way, of we are ner happy with
cur tacilities, or even feel the
urge to complain about “lack
of data” when making a
forecast, we shoudd try w
rememter that if THEY were
able to be successtul meteo-
rologists up here in the frozen
wastelands, those of 1: who
have followed in their
foatsteps can as well. Oh, and
mayle the realizarion that we
trily have it easy in comipiri
sodt can make us appreciite
the rugeed froncier beauty of
Alaska even more. 'V

craft. Additionally, the government already ovmed tha land.

Help Preserve Air Force
Weather Heritage

The Air Force Weather History Office is the only history
cenrer dedicated to preserving the heritage of Air Force
Weather. The office mainzains the Air Force Weather
Archives and Heritage Cenrer. The APW historians are
abways looking to improve their AFW s herirage, from roday's
operations to longclused and almost forgotten weacher
Starions.

When you are clearing that safe, emptyving a file drawer ox
cleaning off a book shelf, please ask vourself if those materials
might he of historical valge, 1f in doulsr, then please call or e
mail us and let us know what you have. While we do have
many unit histories, we don't have all by any means. We also
are looking for special studies, news clippings and pictures,
films or videcs, etc. Each new contribution helps us tell the
Air Force Weather story berrer.

The Air Foree History Office can be reached at:
AFWA HO@afwa.af.mil

CMCL: (402) 232-8682/8683

DSN: 272:8682/8683

FAX: XXX-8684
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Heri age
ed

by Al Moyers

Air Force Weather Historion
Air Force Weather Agency,
Offutt AFB, Neb.

The first Air Feegs Weather Agency Hecdguarers building was located in

Ashaville, N.C. The An-Daco style building was buill in 1928, and vas sight stories
foll. The Weather Wing shared the 100,000 squarns feet building with the Ammy
Airways Communicofions Service. The cost o lease the building was $65,000 o
year, this included oll uilifies and joniteriol sendces. Photo courtesy the Air Force

Wanlher History Office
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oday’s Air Foree Weather Agency was first activated

and desiznaced the Weather Wing in 1943 In six

decades of providing envircnmental situaticnal

awareness 0 America’s alnmen and soldiers, the Air
Force Weather Agency has moved it headquarters
six times as the Air Force has reshaped is force
structure.

On April 8, 1943, the Flight Conrral Command
weather office initiated a staff package detailing
requirernents for gecvating the Weather Wing in an
effort to centralize the operaticnal management of
the assigned weather squadrons. By all accounrs, this
plan had been choroughly coordinared with the
necessary approval authorities well in advance.
Therefore, the packive made its way quickly throngh
the Air Staff withouz objection or delsy. The chief of
the Air Staff's prograns branch approved the plan on
April 10, and the asthorization lerrer was published on
April 13, In accordance with Flighte Controd Con
mand General Order No. 1, the Weather Wine was
activated “in room 34-338, [of the] the Pentagon,” at
CQ0T hours on April 14, 1943.

Following the Weather Wing's activation at ¥Washing
won, [.C., the initial challenge for Lr. Col. W, Oscar
Senter, the wing's first commanding officer and former
chief of the Air Staff Weather Directorate’s operations
division, was to find a headquarters for his new com-
mand.

The Weather Wing and Army Airways Communica-
tions Systern would require relatively laree staifs ro
aversee their respective rapidly growing zlobal weather
and communications ficld units, The Army General
Staft prohibited further grewth of War Department
offices in or near Washington.

General Henry "Hap” Arnold, commanding general of
the Army Air Forces, had made it clear 1o the Air Seaff that he
wanted to “achieve naximum decentralization to the field.”
Moreover, within both the Wearher Wing and the AACS
headquarters, it was envisioned thar many young nfficers weuld
be on the staffs. A War Department directive prohibited the



Then Lt. Col. W Oscar Senter, the
Weather Wing's first commanding
cfficer, lecsed the dirst Air Force
‘Weather Agency Heodguarlers

building. The weather officer wos the
fiest Asie Waather Service commander 1a
gel pramoted to Major General while

in command of the AWS. Gan. Senter
credits his career in westher and being
the Weather Wing commander as o
large port of why be survived Wi |
whir mary of his Wesd Point ond flight
school clossmates did not. General
Senfer, g rated o command pilot and
techaical ohserver, retired s o liautencn
general, aler 33 veors of service. Phota
courlesy the Air Force Weather History
Cifice

assigniment of atticers less than 28 vearsold in
the Washingron, [.C. area,

I went down o Asheville, [N.C.,] when we
were tohd to zer [the Weather Wing] out of
Washington and rented that sevenssrory city
building on the spot and signed wp for it as a
coloned,” =said Lr. Gen, Senter in a 2002 inrerview
wirh the Air Force Weather History Office.

The General went on to say thar he ook over
falt of rhe building and the Army Airwavs Commu-

nicarions System tnok over the other half, 4. w
It is arzied in the official Army Air Forces Weather Service . llr Fﬁrﬂe (o | Br
history, thae the decision ro locare the Wearher Wing and AACS 'H d r} S 4
headguarters in Asheville was because the commanding eofficer €d q‘-tarte S tatlﬂﬂS!
of the Flight Control Command wanred Wis several subordinare
orgaruzations in close proximity to his headquarters, s also : :
debated whether influential North Carolinians put political Wﬁhlqgtonl D‘C' _
pressure on the War Department o select the resort temm of April, 19 1943—-May 2, 1943

Azheville, which was suffering from the lack of tourism during

the war, ASheV'ﬂlE, N.C.

Despite the reasen, Asheville, N.C. was chosen as the site, Jﬂfﬁf 3 IWHHH;‘ 6, 1946
and the lezse for Asheville's Municipal Bujlding was signed on .
Aprl 27, On May 3, 1943, the leadquarters of the Weather L&lﬂg]f‘? led! Va.
Wing was officially opened at Asheville, where it remained until Jan. 7 1946—June 13, 1946
after World War L

Ceneral Senter recalled in the 2002 interview how Air Force GI'HVE“V P(?il)_.t, Va. iy
leaders had somewhar greater latitude to accomplish their June 14, 1946—Nov. 30 1948
assioned missions during Werld War 11, . _

“In these days vou had unlimired avthority,” said General Andl'm AFBJ Md‘

Senter. Dec. 1, 1948—June 22, 1958
He went on to say that the renting of the huilding in

Asheville was just one example of how they did things on their Scott AFBF JUB
R June, 23 195814 October 1997

* Yo dun't ask any questions ov ask can Tde this. You don't ;
oo back again and say, ‘Is this alrighe?” [General Arnold hadj OﬂhttAFB’ N'eb‘
said, Do i And, thar's the artitude we had,” said Senter, ¥ Oct. 15, 1997
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Sending
oliday
Spirit

Public Affairs, Air Force Weather
Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb.

The holidays arrived a bicde early for
some of our deployed troops thanks to a
few dedicated members of the Air Foree
Wearher Ageney and the gencrosity of
hundreds of people.

Members of AFWA send care packages
tw deployed members throughour the vear,
bt ar the holidays, a larger effort rakes
place. Operation Remote Chirisrmas, as it
is referred to at the ageney, has become a
yearly adition and thix year’s results were
especially successful, The volumrecrs
prepared 108 care packages and mailed
them tw service members ar 3¢ deployed
locations around the world.

“This was by far the most successful
care package drive we have ever had,” said
Susan Goteschall, AFWA's Operation

Remote Christmas coordinaror, “thanks
to the eftorts and generosity of folks in
AFWA and around the country.”

“While these boxes are sent to weather
people around the globe, the delivered
voodwill is felr across the deployed or
remate locations,” says Master Sgr. lino
Lax, AFWA weather spectalist and former
Operation Remmote Christmas recipient,

“The message that we send 1o our
troops is "you have not been forgotten, we
appreciate your sacrifice,”™ Sergeant Lax
‘.‘.LH('(].

The care packages conrained every-
thing from bubblegum to shampoo, with
some of the ideas for domared iwems
coming directly from currently deployed
service members. Topping rheir fist were
twiletnies, books and magazines, mowvies
and music, and above all anything from
“Home."

“The most popular irems requested by
our deploved troops this vear were coffec
and French Vanilla and/or Amareteo
creamers. They seem to have an incredible
shortage of these items overseas” said Ms,
Gortschall. *One of our deploved troaps
was quored as saying, 'Cuffee and flavored
creamers are as valuabie as eold over
here,"™

The members of APWA were not
alone in this massive collecrion effort -

Frzm leH to right Susie Gaticshall, Jessica LeBlanc, and Moster Sgi, Imo Lax loak cver thank you lefters
from seme of fhe recipients of the halidoy core pucknges the Air Force 'Weather Agancy sent 1o deployed
members. The tric speathecded the effort that sent 108 boxes fo 30 sites around the werld. The boxes
contained personal ilems, focd, reading material, calling cards, music, ond ather items deployed airman
olter need. Additionally, handmaode cards and lelers from local schosl children wers ingluded in the
bowes. Phofo by Jodia Grigsby.
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they got help fram acress the nation.
Thunks 1o the East Texas Elves, a non-
profit geoup starred by the mother of an
AFWA service membes, this year's roral
donations were almost doubled.

Beverly Drew, of Longview, Texas,
started collecting donations for this sear's
drive with a simple lerrer and a lor of
hope.

“T just wanted o help our troops, and
especially afrer my danghrer explaingd
their [AFWA] program and said they
would like some help,” Ms, Dvew said,

Mz, Drew srarted her group with her
niece and a lerter requesting denations o
the progeam. She faxed, mailed, and hand
delivered hundreds of requests across
most of Exst Texas, and the response was
tremendous.

“Everyone was willing to help,” Ms,
Divew said, “We sot more donations than
we could load in our van and deliver 10
Offatr, so some had to be mailed.”

Some of the East Texas businesses also
donated more than $700, which will be
used to purchase phone cards for the
ITOCPS,

Bur the donations didn't stop in
Texas. Thanks to the effarts of Airman Lat
Class Keich Merris, an AFWA compurer
programmer, and Michele Caralano of
Long tsland, NUY., Operation Troop Trax,
another non-profit group, came through
in a big way,

This [nterner based donation system
was setup by Ms, Caralano o accept
donation of cash and new or wsed music
CDs from across the nation for deployed
service members. Now run by Airman
Morris, the website, wwaw. trooprras,
collected more than $2.000 to purchase
music and batteries for the troops. In
fotal, they supplied more than 1,500 CD
for this year's Operazion Remote
Christmas,

“The power of music is undeniable,”
Awrman Morris said, "and | believe it will
have an enormously positive effect on the
moral of our troeps deployed in less than
desirable locations.”

Thanks to the fforts of a few
dedicated individuals and the generosin
of thousands, hundreds of our Jeploved
service men and women had a licde early
holiday cheer, ™



Notes of appreciation have poured

in from those who got the “Operation

Remote Christmas” care packages:

It s refreshing to see
that cotpassion for
feﬂow Americans avroad
8 still alive and wel|”

r?mé‘tiaxf;m enough. .. [

oonbtnt be any prouder Go serve

abing 9ite of yon, 7 henkls agai,

dy% o see Wkﬂfﬁﬂﬁgﬂa
soon, ..

"

7LL\Q% fe /ow Moy,
pe ;ASOh p]e/ V‘l Va 'ILL](_J_V
S ang - eh,Le;.11beV

the
ho icf e at #he
ave
out 4} ¥ and 4,

1€ Yequ”
“Thante you o
ch o all

0“9['1_

“The ordinance was
e
: on
was ineredibly effective and
Christmas cheer has
exploded all over.”

Macther Stewart
pocks bosas with dams
forinjurad milteny
ibars whio are
recaringcans o the
Landstuhl Reglanal
Medical Cantar in
Sermany. Ms.
Stewort callected
ilems ofter hearing

Jmer

thot injueed militory
mmembers often
merived ot the
hospital with just the
clotrigs on their
back. Fhoto by
Jodie Grigsty.

Making an Impact

by Jodie Grigsby
Public Affairs, Air Force Weather
Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Hearher Stewart doesn't know whe
received the boves she sent, bur she knows
[l‘]l,,' i|';.'|.'|'|"' WLUTY \_ll.,"‘_'F‘k'li'l['l_']\ ﬂl_'l..,'\_h_'kl. 1\115|
Stewitt, space weather technician ag the
Air Force Wearhee Azency, Offuee AFE,
.\;L'l_l, collected fonr Boxes of L‘]Ht‘hiug and
persomal items for wonnded troops
receiving care ar the Landstuhl Regional
Meadical Center in Germany.

When asked why she arganized the
eftors, Ms: Stewart responded, “1f 1 don's
don ity whio else will? T auess [ did ir
becaise | conld,”

Ms, Stewars and her section cowerkers
Jorated toilerries and undergarments o
b sent to the military troops. But she

wirs worried that her section alone

wouldn't be able o raise enough
donations to make a difference. Ms.
Stewart then wrote to several CoHTIpENIes
seeking donations. Cne of the
companies she senr a letrer to was quick
rov respond 1o her request for help. The
Joe Boxer Company called her and sail
they wanted 1o donate items

With the help of loe Boxer, Ms.
Stewart was able to send over |00
clathing irems, and numercus personal
items. Although she says she has not
heard back from anynne who received
the donations, Ms. Srewart said she was
just glad o help.

She went om to say that during her
10 years serving active duty (1 the Air
Force, shie learned that it is impertant
1o take care ol cach other,

“These values don'r leave you
overnighe, and [ doubs they ever will,"
Ms. Srewart said.
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Weather

Team-
Teams-up
to Help
Orphans

by 1st Li. Matthew Sattler

15t 1. dafihew Satler routinely voluneers af the saoc's Hausa arghanage. Children af the
orphanoge rnge in ages from three fo 18 years-old. Photo courtesy OL-A, Detochment 1,
S07h WS ot Comp Stanley

QOL-A, Detachment 1, 607th WS

Camp Stanley, Korea

The Weather Warriors
assigned to OL-A, Detach
ment 1, 607th WS at Carop
Stanley, ROK do much more
than provide weather products
for aviation unies from the
Army's Second Infantry
Division. They are dedicated
1o improving their local
community and giving of their
tinie o serve others. Once a
month the airmen pet rogether
with other soldiers (rom the
installation and drive into the
nearby city of Lijeongbu o
the lsaac's House Orphanage.
The orphanage supports
berween 80 and 90 children
ranging from 3 to 18 vears old.

Each volunteer is paired up
with cne or two children for
the visit, Once there, the
valunteers spend four o five
hours with the children,
raking them to lunch, playing
outsiche, or helping with arts
and crafts. The language
barrier is hardly noticed once
the children begin plavine and
having a good time.

For special events, such as
Thanksgiving and Christmas,
volunteers bring the children
to Camp Sanley. The
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voulunteers take the children
to the post dining facilicy o
enjoy 2 special dinner.
Afterwards, the voelunteers
take the children around the
post and play sports at the gym
or take them bowling at the
local bowling alley.

This year, airmen {rom OL-
A hetped o organize an Angel
Tree drive for Christmas. All
the children's names were
distributed to volunteers who
then purchased a Christmas
gift, usually a winter coas, or
sloves and a hat, or a game the
kids requested. The loeal
Sanra Claus helped distribure
the gifts. Whatching all the
events unfold, it was hard to
1ell who was getting more out
of the visit - the children or
the volunteers.

In addition o these
activities, the installation also
participates in a fundraiser
each vear to raise money to
fund the orphanage’s winter
heating bills. This tundraiser
goes a long way in helping the
orphanage to operate on a low
budger while still allowing for
a high standard of living for

the children. 7

Holiday Cheer for
Orphans in Japan

by Staif Sqat. Jessica Hayes
20th Ooperational Weaiher, Yokota Air Base, Japon

Members of the Fighging Fifth Associarion continued a 33-
year tradition when volunreers visited orphans a week before
Christmas bearing cifts and singing carcls. The Kami no
Kuniryo Children's Home, located in the city of Kunitachi,
Japan houses 47 children. Most of the children base been
neglected, abused, or abandoned. More then half of the 30
velunteers came from the 20th Operaticmal Weather, Yokota
Air Base, Japan.

The highlight of the evening at the srphanige was when
Santa came into the room bearing pifrs for every child in the
home, The children were shy and polite bur were clearly
happy to see that Santa had made it around the globe to visic
them.

“l was talucrant o take the job at fiest, bue after entering
ehe room as Sanre and | saw how those kid's faces licug, I'm
olad T did. To be henest about ir, 1 probably enjoved playing
Santa more than the kids did having Santa there,” said Santa's
stand-in Teeh. Set. David Doler, a wearher technician at the
20th.

The gifts that the children received ranged from a
Gameboy Advance 1o baseball gear and remote control cars.

In addition to the individual gitts and attention, a brand-
new industrial washer was delivered 1o the home the morning
of the visir.

“I'm very proud of 20th OWS members and their families—
from supporting the Kunitachi Orphanage o Special Olyme
pics and the Shinjuku [Homeless Ministry, our squadron
contributes to the local communizy all yerr long,” Lt Col. Kim
Waldron, the 20th's Commander, said. ¥



At a glance:
607th Weather Squadron,

Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea

Mission: Most forward deployed permanenr combat weather
squadron, providing mission-tailored and operationally inte-
srated weather intelligence to United Nations Command,
Combined Forces Command, United States Forces Koreaand
Eighth US Arnyy,

The Numbers: The 607th WS, has 73 weather personnel at
eight different Jocations.

Carnp Laple, OL-A, Det 20 Provides weather inrelligence for
combat operarsons of the -6 CAY Squadron, a battalion under
the 6th Cavalry Brigade, supporting 24 Apache artack helicop-
rers,

Camp Humpheevs, Det 2 H{): Provides weather intelli-
genee to 6rh Cavalry Brizade (Al Combar), injecting weather
impacts for helicoprer operations against encmy penetmtions and
infileration aperations. The ream alse ensures the 232 Aviation
Regiment, 3rd Military Intellicence Baralion, and the 377th
Medical Compary have complete envirenmental stuational
awireness,

Camp Page, Der. 1 OL-B: The weather products this unit
provides susruins the combar readiness of the 1-2 Aviation
Partalion, 24 AH-64 Apache and Apache Longbos helicoprers.
The unir also aids the decisinn makers ar the 342nd Medical
Corpany, and 13 UH60 Black Hawk helicopters.

Camp Red Cloud, Der. 1 HQ: Provides decision-making
capabdities wich weather produces to the 21D Headquarters and
15 respotsilkle for raining and equipping three Camp Red Clowd
Operating Locations.

Vet
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Brig. Gen. Thomas Hicklord visited the 407th Waalher Squedren, heodquarered in Yorgsan,
Korea, January 2003, Yongsan isoboud 15 miles from the demilijarized zane. Sncw is kicked up

as General Sticklord and stoff deport by Bleck Howk helicopler.

Camp Standey, Dot 1 OL-A: Works direcdy with the 2nd
Aviation Brignde and 22 Aviation Batralion, and 30 TG0
Black Hawk helicopters. The team also provides environmental
situational awareness 1o the 342nd Medical Company, and mwo
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopeers, ar Camp Casey. Addivionally
providling weather awareness o the 102nd Mdirary Intelligence
Bamalion, and three RQ-T Shadew UAVs, at Camp Mobile.

Camp Stanton, Det, 1 OL-Cr This team provides complete
suite of situational awareness products to the 4.7 Cavalry
Squadron, and 16 OH-58 Kiowa helicopters,

Seout AB, OL-A, 607th W5 Provides missionqailored
weather information to the 17th Aviation Prigade, which
includes UH-60 and CHAT helicopter airlift operations.

Yongsan Garrison, 60Tth W5 Provides theater oversight
aned weather planning functions as the combined METOC and
Joint METOC officer for Combined Forces Command and US
Forces Koren. During war, the squadron would split inte rwo
combar weather teams, viving complete situational and
envitonmental awareness for all combined/joint operarions, and
&th US Army for all Army Forces operations. %

' \
\
South Korea
— X
P-quiyﬁﬂ; abonr 48 million people. A\

chemicals, shiphoilding, steel, textiles, clothing,
fontwenr, fond procéssing

Areas laud: '?ﬂj@f:l sy ko water: 290 sq km
Elevation: lowest point: Sea of Japan & m highest
poie: Hallg=an 1,950 m

Climates fforfonguan, Senith Kenea)
Averaee Jaily temperature-
High: 32 F (January), 78 F (June)
Lewer 20 F |Janwary), 66 F (June)

Industry:  electganics, automolbile 1:~n_1|~||_1-.:|:i|.1n""tII

Brig. Gen. Thomas Sticklerd takes fime to get a wenlher reading using o Kestret 4000,
during his visitto Camp Red Cloud, South Korea. The: 1 70-acre Post has o papulafion of
obout 1,600 people.

5 et
Averape snov accdmulation (Jafpefy): 3.5 Tnches
Average Tian ;]ccgﬁuw s inches
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taff Sgt. Robert Martinez passed away
Nov. 10, 2003, after a
battle with cancer. Staff Sgt.
Martinez served the United
States Air Force for over ten
years before he separated in

2002. He is survived by his wife.

The Martiney family requests donations be made to
the American Cancer Society in Fresno, Calif.

(_lorrection:

In the Nov,/Dec. Observer, the article “Joint Typhoon

ale. 4 L Wamning Center " Tropical Ohana™ ranwith the incorrect
o ‘ R Phone Number
Capt. Robert N. Leejoice, Flight Commander, Satellite Cb an gf,

\ g ,: D]xﬁu ons, 17th Operational Weather Squadron authored

thearticl. Pacific Air Forces/ DOW
DSN: 315-448-1475
CMCL: (808) 448-1475

WS, Yongsan AIN, Korea, was listed incorrectly.
Le. Col. Mark Miller is the Commander of the 607th
WS, Yongsan. AIN, Korea.

The Observer staff apologizes for the errorsand any inconvenience,

2 — Mar/ Apr 04



Teaching
Lightning

Satety,

aving

IVES

oy William P. Roeder
Chief Stal Melsarclogist,
45th Weather Squedron,
Fatrick AFB, Flo.

Lightning is the
second leading cause
of storm deaths in
the United States.

Lightning inflicts .

life-long debilitating
injuries on many
more than it kills.
The military is at
risk, from increased
outdoor exposure
during training,
deployments, physi-
cal fitness training,
and recreation. Do
you know how to
teach lightning

Free
The five-year flash density mop shaws fhe overoge 'r“r'i
omount of lightping recorded in 1994-2000. The

average omount of lighining that cccurs in ony given area varies
significontly fram year ta year. This mep is for genaral purposes
anly and is nof indicofive of cusrent lightning or future lightning

activity, Lightring densily moep couresy of Yaisala, Jighting doto

Sf'.lfetY? provided by the 1S, Nafional Lightning Detection Metwork,

Five Levels of
Lightning Safety

Level 1: Schedule ourdoor activities to avaid
lightning

Level 2: 3030 Rule' If 30 seconds between
lightning and thunder, go inside. While
insicle, stay away from corded telephones,
elecrrical applisnees and wiring, and
plumbing. Stay inside until 30 minures after
you hear the last chunder.

Level 31 Aveid danperous locations/activities
(elevared places, open areas, tall isolared
chjects, warer activities). Do NOT ao under
trees to keep diy in thunderstorms!

Level 4: Crouch if shelrer is notavailable,

Level 5: First Aid: Call 9-1-1. CPR or rescue

breathing, as appropriate.

"
L

16

me

o 4
O e — 2
1

| —— ] IJ:25

200 400
1} a0 B0
Wilomsters o

"
N — Flash Density
W . i flashes/sq. kmiyear

and up
lo 16
to8
o4
o2
tad

to 0.5
te0.25

Observer - 32



The first step in teaching
lichtning safety i= motivation
through incressed awareness
of the threat. Lightning isa
leading weather killer and
injurer, However, the vast
majority of lightning casualtics
can he casily, quickly, and
cheaply avoided through a few
simple suidelines. Review the
3 level lightning safery pan, an
article en this plan can be
found in the Jul/Aue 03
Obsever,

The second step in a
lightring safety program is
deciding when and where 1o
cenduct the program. The
largest lightning threat in the
LS. iz in the Southeast, Gulf
States, Mississippi and Ohio
Biver Valleys, and the Front
Range of the Rocky Moun-
tains. fut no place in the US.
is free of lightning threat. The
st rimes ro beoin a program
are just before the starr of your
[ireal 1ighr'-1in:: season, jusr
before major lichtning
outhreaks, during mational
Lighrning Safery Awareness
Week, which is always the last

full week of June, and Juring
state or repfonal severe weather
awareness weeks, 16 these
latrer events don’t include
lightning, coordinate with the
organizers to ger it added. You
can even declare your own
local lightning week. [Frequent
seminders throughout the
lighrning season are also
requited, especially just before
major local curdoor events.
Even areas with relarively dirde
lishming activity, such as the
West Coast, need sefresher
training when fightning is
forecast or ool

The third step is choosing
how to communicate rhe
lighrming satety message, Use
your fase newspaper,
Commander’s C|m[1nul base
television, global email, and
bricfings. Every format should
remind people thar
you can provide training and
vive POC information.
Lightning safery posters and
brochaires ase useful as
briefing handouts. Don't
forger vo add lighming safety
1o your unit wehsite,

Websites to learn more about
Lightning Safety:

National Weather Service
www lighrningsafery. noaa.gov

45th Weather Squadron
hrtps://www.patrick.af.mil/45ws/4 5og/lichtningsafery

National Severe Storms Laboratory
www.nssl.noaa.gov/researchirems/lightning heml

National Lightning Safety Institute

www.lightningsafety.com

American Red Cross—Masters of Disaster
www. redeross.ore/disaster/ masters

Lightning Strike and Electric Shock Survivors, Intl.
\uﬂ\ﬂlig]\tning—stri]{e.org
The apprarance of swebite links does nop comstinete endorsement by the LS. Afr Force or the mformation
oty or services contaimed thevein, For other than autharized activiges sueh @ militar coxanges wnd
Momile, Welfirs ard Recreatiom sites, the LU Air Force does mot exvercise any editomal cimined ener the
[niferrmaticn sme mmay find a1 these locarions
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The fourth step rakes the
most work—choosing the
content for your lightning
sajery program. In general, the
mere you include local
inrerest, the berter the
trining. One of most
eifective rechniques is
interviewing lichtning
survivors. The Lightming
Strike Electric Shock Survivors
International is the darpess
SUDPOITT group for lichming
survivors and can dielp yon
find a lighting surviver in
your area that is wiliing to
help. Another effective
techinicque is mythbusting.
This technique can te very
entertaining, and thus tends
te be remembered lorger. A
third useful approach is to
emphasize the locations and
acriviries associated with
tightning casualties. You may
need to adapt these to vour
logal situation.  For example,
bases near the Front Range of
the Racky Mountains need o
emphasize the danger of
hiking and climbing in the
mountains, especially after lare
morning. Srates with high
lighining casualty rates can
ilsor nse that face as motiva-
tion. Other useful techniques
include coverage of recent
{ocal lighrning casualties or
major damage. Catchy phrases
also help people maintain
awareness and remember the
fraining.

Finally, we urge all
meteorelogists to proactively
engage in lightming safety
education for the seneral
sublic. Lightning safery
education is perhaps the best
way to reduce weather
casualtics. Though be sure 0
coordinate with your local
National Weather Service
effice, since public weather
eilucation is their mission,
Qutreach w your local schools

Highest Lightning
Injuries (per capiza)

1. Wyoming

2. New Mexico

3. Flarida

4. Arkansas

5. Colomde

6, Maine

1. Mississippi

8. Oklahoma

9, South Dakoes
10, North Carolina

Highest Lightning
Deaths (per cwhétel

. New Mexico
2. Wynming
3. Arkanzas

4. Horida

3. Mississippi
6. Colorade

7. Qklahoma

8. North Carolina
9. Louisiana

10, Soush Daketa

is vital. Ingraining lighming
safety into our children could
significandy reduce lighming
casualties within o generation.

Needless te say, you should
also ensure your base has an
effective lightning warning
pragram, from the technical
metecrological procedures for
issuing lightning advisories,
through communicoting the
advisory to peopls aurside.
Your lightning safery educa-
LON ProOgTam can cosiite
peoplc TEAct corru‘[h‘ to the
advisories, through increased
awareness of the threat.

Mereorologists can play a
decisive and profound role in
the barrle against lightning
casualties. We hope this
arnicle encourages more
reteorologists o join this viral
custemer and public service 1o
save lives and avoid crippling
injuries, Please feel free ro
contact 43th Weather
Squadron for advice on
starting your dightning safery
Pl’(‘)gl";lm. ‘f



Making

fthe Grade

by Jedie Grigsby

Fublic Affairs, Air Force Weather Agency,

Offuti AFB, Neb,

Kenny Redler is not your
average college student. He
goes to school full time, major-
ing in computer engineering,
He maintains an impressive
grade point average while
taking 14 credit hours while
working 20 hours a week. The
22-year-old also volunteers with
his church. And to top that all
off, he is busy with plans for a
May wedding.

Mr. Redler is a student ar the Peter
Kiewit Inszitute. The Perer Kiewit
[rstimute is home to the University of

o

L A

Mebraska-Lincoln’s College of Engineer
ing and Technology and the University
of Nebraska at Omaha's College of
Informarion Science and Technalogy.

When Mr. Redler was looking for a
part-time job he hoped w find one thar
would expose him to things he wasn't
learning in the classroom. He wanted to
put everything he had just learned 1o the
test. And he savs he found that.

“It is on-the-jol experience with real
issues. I'm working with the limizations
of real world applications. I'm not
working in the theoretical idealism or the
classroom, bur in real hard facts,” Mr.

fenny Redlar o shudentof the Peter Kiewit lnsfilute, majoring in compuier engineering, warks par-fime of
the Air Force 'Waather Agency. The Institute’s goal is provide o classroom ermironment that aliows
codloborniion behween faculty, stoderts and businesses, Phota by lodie Grigsty.

Jeniter Piatt has worked ar the A4 Foree
Weather Agency for four and a half years.
This May she will earn her Masters in
Management Informarion Systems, from
the Perer Kiewit Institute. Ms: Plast caened
her bachelors from the University of
Nebraska-Lincaln, in meteorology, She suys
that what she is studying now, will help her
do her jub in APWA's Mereorolopical
Sateflite Applicaciens Branch berter,

“Merearalomy is really juse abaur raw
daka, and you have o learn how o use i
Ms. Piatr safd,

She said she choose the PEI s pare
because of the locarion, reasonalble tuition,
and rechnologically advanced facilities.

“And ] know it has g great reputation,”
she added:

Ws. Piatr said that working fulltime and
woing toschonl o earn her advanced depree
his heen a challenge, but thae the peaple ar
AFWA have been really supportive.

“1 think they know that whae | am
learning is not anly benefiting me, bot the
organization,” she said. ¥

Redler said.

He was hand selected by his em-
ployer, the Air Force Wearher Agency.
His first rask for the Agency was to assist
in redesigning the internal websites.
While he bad no formal tmaining to do, it
was something he was interested in. He
drew upon the expertise of the AFWA
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Major Chess Player

oy lodie Grigsby
Public AHgirs, Air Force Weather Agency,
Offutt AFB, Neb.

Mai. Ted Danecki stavs busy keeping
PACAF weather units in check. And
when Maj. Danccki is nor on dury he

"'.'-'i\l,"k..'\l ELA R LA lh_l |"i_'||'|ﬂ {.lllL.'l_!\..l_.\_I
himself. .check mare thar is. Ma.
wnecki, Chief, Policies and
Procedures Headauarters
Pacific Air Force Director of
Weather, has been playing
chiess for over 30 vears
For Maj. Danecki, a
lifetime member of the

United States Chess

Federation, chess and
|'|'II","[E'.5['I.'IIO'_[':,' i_lTHl'llt
really thar different.

“Im Loth chess

and mensorl-

ogy you have ta visualize, visualize positions on the chess board
and visual the asmasphere in meteorology,” Maj. Danecki said.

The major credits his success as a chess player, and a
metzorolngist ro erent training, and then the ability to rely on
your intirion. And Maj. Danecki should know what it rakes
by e 1 winning chess player. Tn 2002 and 2003 he participated
in the Air Force Chess Champiomship held ar Kelly AFR,
Texas. He made the Air Foree Team both years, and both years
the ream wenr on te win the [nrerservice Championships.

In 1994, be finished [0h, among thousands of parrici-
panrs in the 1994 Unired Staces Open Postal Championship.
He hiolds the "Master tide for postal play, games conducted
via pestal mail. Maj. Danecki ence beat the then reigning
Linjted States champion Grand Master, Larry Christiansen, in
ar exhibition match, He was the andy persan of 20 to do so.

When asked abour whar he likes best abour plaving chess
Maj. Daneckj said, “The one en ene bartde,”

And when asked what he likes best abour being 2 meteo-
rologist, the avid chess player said, “The challenge of weather,
it i always changing. Itis almost lke 2 one on one batle with
Mother Nature” ¥

Web Team, incorporating their ideas

and expertise inro the design.

“1f we had a 100 people like him, we
could change the world,” said Col.
Dave Handle, Director of AFWA's
Communications and Infermation
Directorate.

When Mr. Redler was hired, part of
the appeal of his new joby was that he
would be able to learn aboue different
applications for the things he was
Yearning in the classroom. And
perhaps even bring a few new ideas to
the tatle.

And that is the exact intent of the
partniership between the Air Force
Wenther Agency and the Peter Kiewir
[nstirure.  The Instituge’s missian is
fuel collaborations and fire the
imagination of faculty, students and
business alike. Sradents are encour
aged o get jobs in the communiry
:lppiying what rhuy learn in the

36 - M;Ir,'.\pr (4

classroom.

By all acoounts, AFWA was a
perfect place 1o do thar. The Agency’s
Information Technology prefessionals
manage approximarely 1,300 gieailops
of processing capabiline. AFWA's 277
niillion dollar data processing complex
has over 40 terabytes of mass storage,
that’s approximately 40 trillion bytes.

Mr, Redler, scheduled to graduare
in May, said he has learned a lot from
the men and women of AFWA, When
asked whar he gained by working with
the military versus a civilian company,
the Albion, Neh., native said he learned
a lot from the people. He said he
appreciates the different experiences
they have to draw from, and that he
can learn from. He added thar the
people he works with have pride in the
job they do, and he feels everyone is
working towards a common goal.

Would he recommend working tor

APWA o one of his classmares!
“Absolutely,” Mr. Redlur said without
pitse.

The people thar he works with are
equatly as pleased with the teaming.
Afrer successfully redesigning the
website, AFWA leadership decided o
utilize his expertise in the Software
Engineering Branch.

Col. Charles Benson, the AFWA
Commander, predicts the future of
the relationship between PKI and
AFWA will continue to grow, Recently
AFWA has approved the hiring of
anather PKI student.

“This is a winwin situation. The
PKE students ger an opportuniry o
learn from the professionals ar AFWA,
and we benefit from their enthusiasm,”
Col. Benson said on the partmership.

“The mote PKI students we get, the
berer oft we'll be,” Col. Benson added. ¥



_ Staff Sgt. Jorge L. Evans
© 20ch OWS, Yokota AB, Japan
- Reziopal Weather lorecasrer
Years in Service; 6 years and 3 months
‘Hometown: Miami, Florida
Role Model: Clint Eastwood hecanse he never took any slack fram smyone.

Hobbies: Listening ro music and working on cars

* Reason joined the Air Force: Something lbave alwayvs wanred 1o do since ehildbad
Personal motto: You only et to l’ﬁ“-'t’ life pnce so make the bese ousof iEL no reprees!

. Most memorsble Air Force weather éxperienve: This one is o work in progress but the
opportunity o seeve and perform nry duties & step closer t the frontlines i suppost

~of OEFand OLF is priceless, . This rook place the second day after mking over from

" the previous forecaster. During the daily missions, e radio operator wisld ;n_j_ﬁuuﬁj_'u
.th&l‘i.‘ﬂlﬂ’ﬁ Pl‘()gtf*--; s 1t was n'i:m'.l (8] I‘|‘|l.':m cwer the sadio with ather team members

~also announcire any signiticint chanoees of sitmtions from their secnons thar could
affect the mission's cutcome. That n!ghr we had a steong porenmal for thunder
storms, 3o with a_commﬂm’ning voice T annctneedte thie staff the forecast potential for
thunderstorms and 3/4" rain sccomulation: Evervone looked ar me a8 0F 1 was cray.,,
apparently this was the firor time the weather secnion made any annuuncements in’
such o manper. About two hours latef we had thunderstorms on stafon and: the rain
did nat stop for the next Jay and 8 halfl Needless o say after that, whenever the

- “weather man” spoke, everyone paid rL:i|L:§:ELM attentionm.




Al FORCE ACHIEVEMENT
A

DEFENSE  MERITORIOUS
SERVICE MEDA
Mai. Bruce Thompson, DTRA,

awail
Grossman, 25th ¢




Mu'a SRR
Dm& Marnithian, r\n
' Cliss Rebecea Ambrose,
WS, Bembach A, Germany
15t Class Callic Andersen,
£ DWS, Sembsch AB, Germany
1st Class Cecit Andesson, lith
S, Shaw AFL, 8.
irman |0 Clas Themas Atkinson,
1th %%, Elmendorf AFB, Alaika
Airman 15t Cliss Karen Baker, LUSAFE

NS, Sesmbach AR, Germaiy
Airman 1x Class Louis Chatfield,

126th WF, Milwaukee, Wis. (AN
Airman 1st Class Sarah Cole, LEAFE

OWS, Sembach AR, Cermany
Airman st Class Summer Covingzion,
ol tl: O‘:&"‘\ Scart AFR, [,

- &‘. n Cnbb

NS, Seort AR, 1L

Airman a1 Class Joel Harrington, 26t
ONWE, Barkadale AFB, La.

Airman st Class, Christian Hepeleld,
15th WS, Sqort AFL, 1.

Alrman 1st Class Jeflrey Houser,
LISAFE OWS, Sembach, Germany

Airman Ist Class Joseph ]zc’k.mn ]_ L

'-1"":("5 Elrni

.Furmm 15t Class Amunda Pererson,

Ihth OWS, Shaw AFE, 505

aﬁixman kst Class Emilie Perry, iarh
D‘NI’S Shave AFL, S0

Airm Janathan Reandeau,
T DS, Davls Manthan AFE, Ane

Airman Jsr Class Tamya Ricke, LISAFE
5, Semlach AR, Germany

Adrman Lei Claw Robert Schmizl, 25y
OGS, Dhavda Moathan &FB, Arac

Airman st Claws Byan Schreck, 15th
QWS Scor AFR, 1L

Airman st Clasa Brian Stanblee, 15th
CONS, Seemr AFR, T

Adrmian st Class Paige Sution. 18h
LW, Shaw AFD, S.C,

Adrman 1st Class Jeeeph Yovnat, 258
(A%, Show AFB, 5.0

Atrman Kenneth Arscnaudt, 2810
WS, Shaw AFR, 5.0,

Airman Brandon Brinkman,
WS, Sembach, Germany

Arrmvn Lauren Caceiatore,
Seotr AFB, 1

Airman Lemeitra Copan,
Shaw AFB, 5.,

TSAFE
L5ty LS,

8k O

Neo ACADEMY

Airman James Moas, UsAFE LA,
Sembach AB, Gerenany

Airman Jayson O, 25:h QWS, Shaw
AFR, 3.C.

Alrman Derek Provest, 28th W5,
Shaw AFB, S.C

Airman Travie Richeal, 17th ONE,
Hickham AFB, Hawaii

Airman Peter Shuwes, LSAFE D5,
Sembach AR, Germany

Airman Theresa Sichert, LSAFE OWS,
Semhach AR, Germany

Ajeman Jill Stephens, 151 OWS, Secar
AFB, I

Airman Nathan Wingert, 25th OWS,

Shaw AFB, 8.

COMBAT WEATH

e Al Ermdn:ln Hnld'l .:'Filh
OS5,/CEW, Ellsweorrh AFT, 5.0,

Senior Airman Erick Slomkowski. 97th

OR50WS, Alrus AFB, Dikla,
Alrman 1st Clyss Jesus Barron, Tth

OFS/08W, Tress AFB, Texas
Airman st Class l\im Ed\mndi 4'?'|h

U'\':- AOENY, H

Tech. Zgt. Dorathy Pesey, Der 1, 1h
WS, i Fuaris, Va. LDmmgmshe&
Giraiduatel]

Tiech. Sgt. Elizabeth White, 41h 035«"

O, 5¢1n1mur Jolrsen AFS, ML,
AIRMAN LEADERSHIP
SCHOO ; y

1 Shannon Thurham,

Benior  Adrnvan
AFCOE, Aaliville, MO (Dratingurshed
Graduate)

NTFS MANAGERS COURSE

Capt. Darryl Lean, Brh D083/08W,
Hamsizin AH, Cermany

Muster Sz, Brian McDomald, 450
(155/05W, Hodlaman AFG KM

Tech. Sgt. Rabert Clarke, 51a 088/
CEWL Cean AR Borca

Siafl Spe. Keith Bachand, 17h QWS
Hickam AFD, Hawain

Staff Szt Sharon Furner, Serh 055/
O Famscein AR, Uermamy

Stall Sgr. Aoghany Danper, 57ch 0388/
CEW Mellis AFT, Wev,

Snall Hgt. Philip Mehr,
OSNE Luke AFB, Ariz

Saall Bgr, Jamas Moulles, 23sr ASOSS
AN, Fror Podk AAF, La

Sialf St Joel Rybarczvh, 4%k 088/
Q5W, Holleman AFR, N,

Stall Sat. Corey Warster, 21er 0k
(IS, Kesler AFD, Misa

i OS5/

ENERAL'S COINS:

Mr. Yoshineri Ogawa, 20th OO0,
Yoekora AB. Japan

L1 Col. Seon Heckman, Mch 065/
N Andersen AFR. Cuam

Li. Col. Mark Miller. 607th WS,
Yongsan AlMN, Koren

Le. Col. Bill Spendtev, 17th OW'S,
Hickam AFE, Hawaii

Li. Col. Kim Waldron,
Tokiora AB, Japan

Ik WS

i Jimes Srrang, 20th OWS,
tkuta AR, [apan

Master Szt David Vandenhewel, 3k
CES/OENE Andersen AFE, Guam

Miasrer Sgr, Kieth Wagner, e, | 607rh
WS, Camp Bed Cloud, Korea

Tech. Szt Adam Cheistian, LTeh OWS,
Hickam AFEB, Hawaii

Tech. Sgt. Steven Forshee, Dee L 607t
WS, Camp Red Clond, Korea

Tech. Sgr. Rebert Lleed, Bch 1155/

AW, Kuran AR, Ko

36th 1153/

Maj. David Andros, 200k CHES

AR, Japan
Maj. Randall Bactles
Moot AR, 1

L G0Tth OIS TIOW
: L"-s:ln AB, Koren

oL, Aricl :"u.d".’!l AFWA Der 3,
Palehuy, Hanad

Capr. Melissa Barbaro, Sl (52058,

Osan Al Karea

Capt. Steve Dasis, 3530l C5S/0SW,
Kadena AR, lapan

Capr. Ed Geeir, Srh O85/105W,
funsmn Ab, Korea

Capt. Andres Hagen, Dot 2, 607th W35,

Camp Humphreys, Korea
Capt. ':and\. Kirk, &07ch W2, Yongsan

"]1"5, I:'am]: Humyphreys,
1t e Berrick Ghurler, {11
WS, UM Componnd, Seoud, Kisner
It 11, Whitriey Hvwward, 17th (B
* Hickam AFD, Hawail
st Lt Magchew Saitler, OL-AL e L
BT W, Camp Swanley, Korea
far Lt, Richand Stedronsks, iarh (155
:EJ'F"F “Andersen AFR, Guam
Lﬁ, Aobeet Branham, 4ch 085
W, Yokioen AB, Tapan
I lr. Ricarde Brunet, Xk G5,
\x*}:l an AR Tapan
C]‘l Master S Paul Rano, 10th
s Yokots AR, Japan
Umf Master Sgt. Aret] Sieve Roovinier,
I0th OW3E, Yedom AR, Japan
Semior Master Sge. Johw Carrall, 20
O, Yokots AB, Japan
Senior Mister Spr. Lebbw, 607mh WS,
Yengaan AIN, Korea
Magrer Sgt. Robin Clark, HO AFWA,
Diffurr AFH, Heb.
Master Sgr. Daniel Choplick, Jr, Sch
CESAOEW, Kunsan AR, ¥ore
Master Sgr. Mark Ditter, 17th OW'S,
Hickam AFR. Hawaii
Master Sy, John Gusr, Tlar OSS/05W,
Chan 4B, Kare
Master Sgt. Keith Johnsen, 607th WS,
Tongsan ALK, Koo

Sl.i[f Natizhs

H1|.L.1.1'n AFR, H'm:m

Staff St Rabert Clark, OLB, Per 1,
t7th W Camg Page, Korea

Stalf Sz, Huan Duong, QA2 [er. 1,
687rh WS, Camp Seanton, K;.Vrrl

Staft Sat Danicl Haves, 374ch 1755/
OSW, Yokata AB, Jupan

Staff Sgr. Jeremy Henderson, 357040
OSS/08W, Kadena AR, lapan

Stafl Sur. Letonia James, 17th (WS,
Hickam AFR, Hawuii

Seaff Set. Kenneth Lester, I, 374th
OIS0, Yokowm ABL Jnpan

Sealf Sgr. Michelle Louis, 20th OWS,
Yakera AR, Japen

Stalf Sz Damion Madison, 18th 088/

w i(dl.]l.l.'m AR, lapan

e T'lu-.'-h. LA, Ther. |
i ]qm-,

oyt

Senior
aleh WS, Canyp

Senmior Arrmune Luca
1Tth OGS (TR0 RS :

Sepbir Abrman Hearh Minmiehl
(N5, Yokora AB, Japan

Senior Airman Kenneth Proe. OL-A,
Dier. 1, 60Th WS, Camp Szanley, Kore

Scnior Airman Michael Rudd, 1554
CAEAMW, Kalena AR, Japan

Sertor Aloman Guilleero Resas, H)
AFWA, Otfuce AFB, Nel

Sentor Asrman Sarah Sabing, 34th
CAE/05W, Yokoma Al Japan

Senior Airman Joshea Ul 20
RS, Yokora AR, Japan

Adrmian st Class Asjuna Fluichins,
1Teh %5, Hackam AFB, Hiwaii

Ademan 1st Class Michelle Elizabeth
Schlurer, 20 ONCS, Yokota Al lapan
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