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Perspectives From The Top

Q&A with the XOW

General Lennon interview, Part 1

(Editorsy Note: This article s

the first part of an luterview
conducted at Headguariers Afr

Weather Sevvice by the Qbserver

cditorial staff.)

; With the perspec-
tive of a former wing
commander and pi-
lot, what do you feel the
role of Air Force Weather

(AFW) is?

Notonlvasa pilot, but
*‘ as a combar pilot, T know
AFWY is absolutely cssen-
tal. Weather is the critical cle-
ment that goes from planning, 1o
mission execurion, 1o reconstitu-
tion, It is rhe one thing that is
critical all the way through the
process. If vou're serious abourt
our business, then vou're serious
abourt wearther.
If’s like being a base or wing
commander ... vou need to un-

ik
A
-

.'N‘.

derstand logistics, because a wing
o , g o
the same thing — it is the envi-
roniment in which we operate. It

or a force divider.
With the stepped-

‘ri-g

P functions for AWS,
will we have
I think so. The budget
gl is very tight for the Alr
Iy for those crineal
clemenes which supporc our
readiness, [ feel there will be ad-
cquare funds. Thers won't be ex-

flies on its stomach. MWeacher 1s
can either be a force multiplier
up missions and
adequate resources?
% Force with downsizing,
wartighting capability and our
October 1995

cess funds, so we need o do our
business in a smart manner. We
need to be prudent managers of
the taxpayver’s dollars which have
been entrusted o us.

[ think there will be funds
there to accomplish out AFW
N118$1011.

w
1
-;r-;

"-\.
Wiy v

What do you feel
is the frue state of
Air Force Weather
right now?

A I think

_'}!" Weather roday 1s doing

Alr Force

the mission we have
been asked to do at the level of
“cope and avoid”, which is ba-
sic safery of
flight and
resource pro-
rection,

[ think we
can do more
and we must

We

Mmust move to

do more.

“"Weather

critical element that
goes from planning,
to mission execution,
to reconstitution.”

General Lennon
AF Director of Weather | ),

We've focused on
<l . _
o bringing the Air Torce
| 5 ; :
Weather community

back rogether.
We're open-
the

ing up

is the .
communica-
rions berween
the people in
the fHeld, Alr
Weather Scr-
vice and the

GO~

anticipare and
exploit the weather,

To reach chat goal, we're go-
ing to have to look at some-
where berween a 10 and 15
percent improevenent across
the board in our forecasting
skills. T think chac’s within our
capabilivy.

" What were the
¥ major accomplish-

ments of Air Force
Weather (AFW) during
your first year as Direc-
tor?

The

whole network is beginning o

mands.

talk again, including the labs,
space operations and our sister
services. [ think that’s very im-
portant and very encouraging. In
today’s environment, we need to
work together so we don't dupli-
cate our efforrs.

Part 2 of this interview will appear
in the November 1995 OBSERVER.

Have a question for General
Lennon? Write to: HQ USAF/
XOW, 1490 Air Force Pentagon,
Washington, D.C. 20330-1490.




by Col. Joseph D. Dushan
Commander, Air Weather Service

'm certain vou've
all heard the old
serviee
“Flexibiliny is the key 10
airpower”, and “Observa-

ANIDMS:

tiens are the key wo Adr
Force Weather”. As an "old
service person’, | ocan
verify hoth of them.

Here's znather:
“Yeather people are so focused an
whart's wrang, they ofren overlook
what's rif:thr.“

Mr. Charles F K':rr'-':ring. an in-
ventor of some rencwn, wrorte the
fedlowing in a Newswesk arcicle 41
FOArs aguoe
years, {005 . a definite law that man

ir 50 constituted ar to see whar is

P - N X ]
AT [ALA R o I'rr;".'.'.'f. o qeaal 1 .?'.'Q'J'_i‘.r.

Do we cancentrate so much on
learning why a forecast faids thas we
end up creating a negative bias? Do
YOU SUppose our effiares on IMproy-
ing technical skills. improving cus-
tamer satisfaction, and ﬁt‘|ding betror!
Fascer equipment influences our funda-
|'|'!'?.'|'|[-.'|| -If[i'lud'i"i -?i”-l'.l L':\'l'|'-..":.'[|'||';-”|1\":
ahour AFNY? Do these same acticudes,
W Turn, cause negatve resulis? 1F so,
what can we do abour ie?

During the iast few months, my at-
rention has been focused on a wide va-
ricty of topics and issues, bur always
from a particular slant — executable
nptions for improvement.

Indeed, for most of my career in
the Air Force weather business, the
focus has been on dissecting  ways
to improve forecasts, fine-tune op-
erational conceprs. make weather sta-
tioms or teams more efficient, increase che

4

A f fook fack sver the

In Search Of Balance?

Command Line

Emphasize The Positive

value of our prn;,u.|ut.l> [T ;1rfig|1li||[__: de-
cision-makers, or finding smarter ways
to do the jub.

Thiy zeal for “do-berrers” 151 marvel-
ous characreristic of weather profession-
als and it 3 toour collective eredit that
we never settle for "o
enough™,

Buc does it also create the
sense we're hlindfolded and
trying to hir a moving tar-
uet From the back of a gl
loping horse™

Dyees this focus on whar
went wrong blur the hun-
dreds of success smarics ac-
camplished daily by our Air
Forw Weather [AFW)
ream?

Feeenely, the Adr Foree Matrenel Com-
mnd idenrified some NWeather Best Prac-
rices ar a number of their bases. 11 share
them here to underseore thar many groat
things are being ac-
complished  in
AW everyday, de-
spiTe the L'll]:!lli.'ll_:._;L'b
we all knoa s well,

Ar Eglin, Rob-
g, and MeClellan
AFBs, for examyple,
AFMOC tound stan-
dand pperating pro-

cedures (50Ps) o |

Ifl
®

Michaels ar the Eghin AFB BWS can ell
you abour ir.

The Tinker AFB weather Folks have
what AFMC calls “an exemplary, syner-
gistic training program.,”  5Shge. James
Dailey (DAN 884-5477) archesirares all
unit training and can menitor annual,
quartetly, and monthly taining on his
own and through various subject ratrer
experLs,

His program significanty reduces
overhead and increases effecriveness. Arc
Rabins AFB, M5gr. Beh Bom's Forecaster
Assistant/ .-\_r-pr\?miﬂ: Program anticipares
upcaiming weather cireer feld changes.

AFMC says the unic has already
changed i mindset and is moving into
the new era of raind g and rinaging s
persannel, Sounds lke exciting,, pro-ac-
e |f:1-:l|:r<|'|ip M ACTIOnN.

Here's one last example. The
McClellan AFE tower wearher onenta-
tian and visibility trindng program com-

bines a owo-hour class

with testing o ensure

“Let’'s take care not to mew tower conrrolless
overlook what's RIGHT |arc properly trained
about AFW as we try to |and cerified. Contace
correct things that don’t
work so wel

Col. Joseph Dushan
AWS Commander

MSgr. Rick Suggs ar
SeA et Godemann i
vou're inrerested in
learning more.

These success sto-

rics come from only a

e clear, concise,

and well organized.  They allow guick
access 0 kev procedures during aircrah
emergencies and airceaft mishaps. Con-
nor SMBgr Joe Kisela ar Eglin {(DSN
B72-5323), MSge. Bob Born ar Robins
(D8N 468-3179), or SM3ge, Skip Evans
(DSN 633-6810) ar McClellan AFB For
MOye il'lt'l'lﬂ’l'“!‘l-“:'l:ll_

How about radar? Well, AFMC
praised the Eglin AFB WSR-881) Do
pler Radar Training Program, wo. 1t en-
hances the unic's abiline wo furnish milared
custemer support and coald be a moded

for other weather units.  Shgr. Bob

handful of bases in one
MAJCOM. There are hundreds of orh-
ers i weather unizs around the world.
Let’s mke care nat 1o overlook whars
RIGHT abour AFY as we try to correct
things that dont work so well. Lets all
5|:Ti"|'|: H:Ir ol l.'.'-n;'ftl.‘r ]‘.-ﬂdr'lLL‘ o One {ll:ll rec-
ognizes the grar contributions of AFW
heroes while we polish and fine-rune for

even berter services in che future.
Afrer all, balance and flexibility are
rrue kews 10 being Wearher Warniors,

Coalact Cilone! Dushan atz HO AWSACC, 102 \\.|
Losey S, i )03, Scont AFB, 1L 62215-5200,
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Enlisted View

Weather History

Our past helps us today, for the future

by CMSgt. Jim Hoy
Air Force Weather
Superintendent of Weather

wo surrender. He spent the rest of the
war in 2 prisoner of war camp an Loui-
SAEN

[0 vou like those sorr of srories?

few monrhs

ago, I did some

research For a

speech ac the FORECAST

CHALLENGE 95 osing

ceremonies. Some folks

thought the rest of the Air

Force Weather communiry

would be interested in a

fow of the hisrorical ridbirs
[ faunrd.

For instance, some facts abour the
forecass for OPERATION OVER-
LORD, the D-Day Tavasion. Shordy
after 3:30 am., June 6, 1944, Brirish
Col. Sragg briefed Supreme Allied
Commander Gen, Dwight . Eisen-
hawer an the weather. Eisenhower said
the mission was & “eon, and the inva-
sion was underway. As Paul Harvey
savs, “Now for the rest of the sroey.”

After lunch, General Eisenhower
bricfed the press, announcing that the
invasion was ready o go. He locked
our the tent flap, saw a quick flash of
sunshine, and grinned. The weather-
N Were rig}n after all.

To be on the safe side, however, he
scrawled chis press release: "Our
landings..have Riled... The troaps, the
air and the Navy did all char bravery
and devotion to dury could do. [Fany
blame or fault ateaches 1o the atempt,
ir is mine alone.” Eisenhower put the
notz 10 his waller and went o dinner,

German Maj. Heing Lerto, who at-
ter the war taught metecrelogy at the
University of Wisconsin, reld his students
that his forecast of unfivomable weather
caused the Gerroans to el their defenses
at Normandy that day.,

Hle said that the Germans sent me-
revredogiss who busred forecasts o the
castern fronr So he commandesred a
vehicle and made his way 1o Allied lines

October 1995

Here's another one from an
even caclier p\'riod.

[n che larte 18005, the
nesded 2
weather station on the wese-

government

2 L'dg,rj of our country,
Colorade was considered
|hL' wesrern Cl_‘lgf ar Th:l'i
time, so aweather starion on
twp of Pikes Peak was
planned. The first trip the
increpid weather ohservers
ok up the mountain was nearly 24
hours, un Foor. Here's what they wrate
abour their view;

“Arve pier beads the tey was clear and
starlie; beneath our feey, stretching o for
a hundred miles, lay o bank of snowy
clords fooking like @ frozen ocean. Away
off in the east a narrow rim of gold ap-
J.!."fr'f ?'f(.'fl. ﬁ}f{l’
n'lf-'.l'lJf.fll o .fe.‘rf??ﬂ.l-
breadih of the
o oarose Hhe
vecan begai to
mape. Tihe bil-
lowy clonds gen-
.'li v rose and }r.f"f,
thei e s shot
!lang arraiws of

“By reviewing our history,
you may discover the foun-
dations upon which we are
building the Air
Weather of the future.”

Superintendent of Weather| “Slowing

14.000-foot surmmit and built a
weather starion,

Onc more story. There s only one
Adr Force base named alter an enlizred
persan — Scert AFB, 1L, after Army
Cpl. Frank S, Scorr. He was che first
enlisted person o die in a milisary air-
craft accident.

Seotr enfisted in 1908 and served
in the artillery. In 1911, he reenlisted
in the Signal Corps and was posted ar
the wearher station av College Park,
Md., where he ook pilor balloon runs.
Then be saw his first aicplane, fl in
love with aviation, and eross-trained,

Why the history lessan this monch?
Its to enrice you read some of our
weathier history. It's not dry and dull,
Several bocks, like Thor's Legivns, by
[whn Fuller, painta
Lively picture af
our increpid com-

rades.

You may dis-
cover that history
Force repeats itself, Can
you glicss the time
CMSgt. Jim Hoy of chis quorarion,

sand

geld anel sifver Sphte Tt was @ govgeos
wnd fmpressive sight..”

In 1893, Katharine Lee Bates vistred
the summie, and was so awed by her view
from the top thar she compesed 2 poem,
"0 Geanrifid for spacions skier, for amiber
wwatves of prain, "

You know the rest.

Atier the observers reported back to
Washington, DLC., that Pike’s Peak
would be the perfece site far 4 weather
station, the general ordered them o
build one. In true milicary fishion, Ave
men, all Easterners who knew nothing
about building, deployed to the

wrought  havoc

with the engimes 7

Sorry, ics not from DESERT ONE,
nuat fram DESERT STORM, but from
the first deployment ot the Hc_-c]ging
Army Signal Corps First Acro Sguad-
ron with General Pershing in 1916,

Alsa, by vevicwing onr listary, you
may discover the foundations upon

which we are buifding the Air Force
Weather of the furiere,

Contact Chief Hoy at
DSN 224-7410 or by
electronic mail at
__"jhoy@pafosu3d.hg.af.mil”

D



Weather Officer
Career Pyramid
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by Maj. John D. Muorphy
Air Weather Service
Chicf of Personnel

change is in the

wind for offic-

rs in wearher
stations around the world
and it's anr just the change
of seasons.

Owver the past 20 years
or so, our officers, who are
L"JLll_;J.l.-';,'Ll JILL‘(E.‘UFU]U:@iM'L.
have become managers while our en-
listed technicians are heing vseid more
and more as mereorologists.

In addirion, we've added the lasest
in technnlogy te weather siations wich
what appears 0 be anly 2 minimal re-
Turat asn r]h_' i.l'l‘-'f‘l".'l'lfﬂ'[.

Our fix is 1o return the degreed me-
teorologist,  the
(_':IIHPRH:.' gl':ﬂl]l: (jr'

Career Progression — Officer

Back To Basics

Putting the science back into the BWS

be responsible for assisting the opera-
ror in the (“\'l:‘llll’)il.'-'t[i()ﬂ of the weather
For barcle.

How does this affect you? The fix gives
the |11:_'[uc:1'|)|u_1gin;_‘:tl duties hack co the of-
ficer and leaves the mechanics oi-t'mming
the weather station 1o the NCOIC. Fol-
lowing 12 weeks of inital skills training
From Air Education and Teuinin Coni-
mand, sccond lieutenants become “me-
tenralogists.” Onee ac the
wearher station, their pri-
mary duty is o become a
bdly qualified " Operanonal
Mereorologist” (15W3),

['he second heutenant
“Operational Meregralo-
gist” will leam the mission
of the weather station, its
wartime operations and begin 1o upgrade
ro the pext Jevel, “Instructor Metearolo-
Eli‘;[."

To Become an “Instrucror Mereorolo-
Hixl" (first lieurenant/caprain}, the officer
must zrend Formal advanced Air Educa-
tion and Training Command courses in the
Automared Wearher Distibution Sasrem
{AWDS) and Mext Generation Radar

{NEXRAD), and must

pass 3 qualification rest.

Aeer, to the wearher
statien in order w
MAXLT Iz our
sharebioldes (Le.,
the raxpaver'sy in-
VirEument.

The company
grade officer will

“Simply stated, ‘Back
to Basics’ will return the
responsibility
technical oversight for
the weather unit to the
officer meteorologist.”

The “lnstrucior
Meteorclagist” is re-
J i3
sponsible for oversee-

of the

ing all
metcorelogy in the
unit. Also, they are re-
spansible fur applying
and evaluating new

develnp the metco-
ralogical skills necessary te exploit and
apply weather for military operarions.
It's the nfficer’s role to tuen meteorol-
opy intiy accurate, 1imely and reliable
information o give commanders the
decisive edpe for bartle,

"Back to Basics”. simply stared,
will retwen the responsibilioy of techni-
cal oversight for the weather unic to che

oltficer mieregrelogist. The officer will

¢

technlgues (© improve
f‘urcc.‘karin;_; and weather Operartions,
equaring to force muliphicacion. Finally,
the "Command Mereorelogist” (as the
name implies) s the technical leader of
the wearher flight and is the wing/divi-
sion commander’s metcorologist,
The "Command Meteorologist™ (a
senior captain) should be inceracting
with the operators on a daily basis and

is responsible for exploiting meteorol-
ogy and applying it to enhance the op-
eranional effectivencss of combat forces.

Unlike  Operation  DESERT
STORM, where we deployved mostly
jinior afficers, the "Command Me-
teorologist” would be the it 1o de-
ploy.

As you can see, this new program
will grc;lr[y enhance your ability to
find positions in “the lield” {i.e.,
ourside Field

Agencyl.

the Operating

Pr()lﬂ{”il'!‘n l"f-.ll.'lrds CO‘H[:”'INL' (¢!
demonstrate that job performance
and breadrh of experience are the
crivical ingredienty to those who Bel
|.~rn|nulr_'d {with or withour DPs).
You should lock for those j:,sbs that
not 0n|.l.' ChJHI_‘nf__{L' your abilities, but
broaden vour horizons as well.
There are lots of oppertuniries
ont there if vou don't limie }'lJLlrxcU'-.
Air Farce, Army and Special Opera-
tons Support f:-ppuﬂl.ln]l.-lc:{ .'ll'n::nund.
[n addition, chere's PME, AFIT
and other carcer broadening op-
portunities with no single carcer

path o senioe rank.

I'll expound
on seme of these opportnnities in
future articles. So pick your poi-
son and go for it!

This column is writeen specifically 1o
meet your needs and concerns. If you
have specific carcer questions, or issues
which you need addressed, contacr me
and Ul ither answer them in furure
columns ar eall vou back.

Is there a topic you want covered
here? Contact Maj. John Murphy
at HQ Air Weather Service, Chief
of Personnel (AWS/RMP), 102
West Losey St, Rm. 105, Scott
AFB IL 62225-5206 or call DSN
576-4895, ext. 344. By electronic
mail:
“murphyj@hgaws.safb.af.mil”

OBSERVER




Direction for AFW Stability:

Charting Our Course For The Future

by CMSgt Robert [ Brooks
Air Force Direcrorate of Wearher
Manager, Weather Operations

his colummn is ro ler you

know what's happening

at the Air Staff level thay
will affect how we do the weather
business,

With most of the force reductions
and drawdowns behind us, the Air
Force is heading rowards @ period of
greater stabiliny. Air Force Weather is
doing the sume,

As we chare our course roward
rhis period of srability, we have
several ways 1o help vs understand
how our felks in rhe field feel
about ceortain subjecrs. For ex-
ample, Air Force Director of
Weather Brig., Geno Thomas 1.
Lennon and Air Force Wearther Se-
nigr Enlisted Advisor CM3Sgr. Jim
Hoy regularly visic the ficld 1o as-
sess the mood of AFYW.

In addition, we distributed the
weather career survey this past
year to help us understand the
views of a large cross-section of
people in AFW,

We also look at mecrics rhae
Measure pt‘rf-()rm'.m;:c. Tl'l{_'h".,' COIm-
pare how we're doing now com-
parcd to how we did ir in the past.
With thac information, we can
make more informed decisions.

Addirianally, we study weather
history to help us idenrify prin-
ciples of operations that still work
rodav. Here's an example of how
the history of weather operations
can provide us with imporeanc les-
sons

October 1993

Back in the mid-1970s, my first
ASSIEAMENT was ('11;-|>g|uw AFB, Mont.
When | arrived, there were five ob-
servers and a chief observer. The next
¥ear (:!;!5_}:’211‘.‘\.* closed. and [ was on my
way to Eglin AFB, Fla.

To my surprise, there were over 4i)
people at Eglin, There were ohserv-
15 in the remore observation site, in
the station, on the ranges; forecast-
€Iy, ll‘l\frC(]r()l(]\L’\i.\th’; d ':h!.l._'l!'— |_1|[’>5L'T‘-‘L'I'
and a chief forecaster. Shartly atter
my arrival, the chiel observer and
chief forecaster positions were ¢limi-

nared, Insread, there was an enlisged

“Theoretical exper-
tise is going to return |
to the weather sta- |
tion. The emphasis
will return to officers
providing scientific
leadership.”

Chief Brooks

station chief who assumed most of
the responsibilities of those rwo po-
51HI0DS.

S50 what's the lesson learned?
Twenty years ago there was a chief
forecaster in each unie, most likely
an officer with a degree in meteo-
rology. Many of these officers had
advanced degrees,

Enlisted counter forecasiers
worked Lliru{[]}' For that afficer,
with thar officer providing theo-
retical expertise and metenro-
logical leadership.
tation chiefs changed all that
and have done a good job.
L-p unril rcu:n[l)-‘. wearher
squadrons helped provide theorerical
expertise and mereorological leader-

ship to back up the station ¢hisel. Bur
thats not done as much anymore
becauge of the restrueturing and
downsizing — we've lost thar rech-
nical infraserucrure.

e also last focus en

AFWS \L"'j(",l],).‘ll Systeam,

An important thing w
['L'i.‘ll['r‘l'll-l"q'_'r .?h I'II:I(_'T(_"\ .'EI\';'."]:."\ SOMme-
one, somewhere in the warld, who
will use vour observarion or fore-
cast to plan or execute an impor-
CANT Mission,

The Air Force's senior leader-
ship recognize AFW’s glabal re-
sponsibility and agree we need to
sharpen thar focus ence again.

We do this by taking stock of

an d

3 .
'\‘\'hl.._'l'l.._' W TE AT 0Osw. 1 |'|{_'I,'I we mi'lr'

where we've been betore
out where AFW heads from there.

So, where are we going? Simply pur,
Back to Basics. Thearetical experrise
j5 going to return o the weather soa-
tion. The emphasis will retum o of-
ficers providing scientific Teadership.

Vhey' Il work aperatians, lead as in-
structor metearologises, and then kead
as command meteorologists. Enlisted
folks will focus on (Il()EI"I:;___" the i('nh and
providing rechnical leadership.

Thart's the AFYW wradition. Thar’s
where wearher started and now, thats
where it is returning,

Back 1o Baiics is our map, combin-
ing AFWEST (AFW Enlisted Srructure
and Training) with the officers-ro-me-
reorologiss inmiatve, Ttdeals with the

cha Nges, @4 |'{{:’$ stck nf pascan d Present,

and guides us inw the furure.

Contact Chief Brooks at DSN
226-4390 or by e-mail at
“rbrooks @ pafosuld.hg.af.mil”

=l



Historical Perspective

Weather ‘War Stories’

Veterans tell their favorite tales of the past

(Editors Note: During the past severa
manths, Lve asked some of anr revived
weather favce fa srbmit Mtwearv stories” to e
fncluded L the OBSERVER Weve recelved
a few to sy, Eur 1 ot theve are more
i‘mm?' staries aut theve. fust revember, keep
thew shore, aboir a f.‘i‘g;'-rzrm"-rr-.l"hT.:?‘E_]'I.errf
dotble-tpaced. Mail or E-Mail to the
addreses on Page 2.)

War need
overcame politics

n the war, the enemy af VOAIT en-

emy is ofren your friend. That's

how Colorado Springs, Calo., na-
tive retired Col, Robert "Oz2” Oshorne ex-
plains his honorary membership in the
Chinese Communist Party and Army
during Warld War 11,

Qshorne was a weatherman with the
10th Weacher Squadron in the China-
Burma-India Theacer, Toward the end
of the war, the United Srares was ﬂ:.-ing
bombing raids on Japan from bases in
Ching, and wearher informarion was
desperarely needed.

Osbarne’s upit was invited o purin
a weiather stanion in an area of Narth-
ern China controlled by the Chinese
Communists. They arrived in the
Mounrains near whar 15 now Yan'an and
secup in @ labyrinch of caves thar served
a3 Communise Party headguarters,

"N were rreaced as VETY ).pc-.:iﬁ]
prople -- there weren't many Americans
around,” said Oshorne. As 2 token of
friendship, he was made an honorary
member of the Chinese Commiunist
Parry and given a Chinese Communist
Army uniform.

He remembers having dinner one
night with Zhou Enlai. Bur he didn’t
cealize the historical ﬁil.:,niﬂ:.tn-:':' at the
fime. He just knew he had been rel-
egated to dine wich a lesser party mem-
bee, while his boss had dinner with a
man named Mao.

Osborne kept the story to himself

8

after the war -- especiaily during the an-
ticommunist fervor of che 19505,

“Y dido't talk abour it for years, and |
destroved my Comununist Army uni-
form. During the MeCarthy cra. it was
scary.”

- dy Todd Hegerr, reprivied with per-
mifirion fram ehe Colorads .\:."Jr.l'.l{;;,- {Colo.)
Cazeete Telegraph.

Phinle courtesy of Frederick Mulhedsen
Tie home of the 191 Weathier Squadron
it Clonpine AB, Tredy, in 1946,

Evita And The
Weathermen

aile 1 was a private first

class weather observer

with 1he 19rth Weather
Squadron, Ciampine AB, Taly (ourside
af Rome) back 1o 1946, 1 had the occa-
sion of secing BEvita Peron, the wife of
Argenrings diccator, Juan Peron, Ms.
Feron was visiting [taly ar che dme, as a
guwsi of the Iralian government,

As was expected, her plane landed a1
Ciamping with much fanfare, complete
with marching bands and honor geards.

As her apen car camie by the weather
siation, a number of the wearher personne]
and Army Air Corps people climbed up on
a stone wall oo get @ berter view,

You might know in most Latin coun-
tries, loud whistles are @ sign of disap-
proval, so when the observers Jer lpose
with loud “wolf whistles”, Tvita looked
up, startled. However, when she saw the
Gls on the wali, she waved and gave us a
great big grin. One of the observers re-
marked that “she secined an OK gal”.

The base commander was none 10
happy with our actions. We heard abour
it the nexe day, but nothing really came
of ir. T srill think Evita enjoved the
whistles, [r may of reminded her of her
days as a cabaret dancer!

— submrivied by retived SMEpt. Frederick
A Mulbeisen, Treiton, Mich,

Memories of
D-Day

Wis Qne Uf ]. [ \\'C:l[ht'r ﬁ)r-.‘-f.’.‘lﬁl;-
ers and cight radio operators char
made up Detachment Y, 2lhsr
Mobile Weacher Squadron. We had
been picked 1o be the frst weacher s1a-
tion tw aperate on che Eu topean cOnti-
nent providing full forecasting service,

Det. Y, 2150 MWE left che marshal-
ting yard in England on June 6, 1944
(D2-Day) and was on the English Chan-
nel chac night bound for Uah Beach.

The trip across the channel seemed
uneventiul until we off-loaded our four
trucks froum che landing craft enio a
“rhino”, a |'.'|r‘|,_:t' Aat h:rg: driven 1‘|y CLLT-
board maters, Just before we rouched
the sand, the rhinos on both sides of us
disappeared in spours of water from en-
emy artillery, The Military Police had
only one direction for us tw go -- in-
land. %¥e rook over the first space avail-
able in an orchard,

Afrer digging foxholes and srariing
the [mrtabic generarar, we were in busi-
ness. The first request for weather info
wis from the Grh Engineer Spl:l_'i.ll Bri-
gade, who were responsible for landing
operations at Utah Beach.

A couple of diys lawer, gliders came
in with the artillery, giving us confi-
dence thac the front was moving in the

rlghr direction,

See WAR STORIES,

continued on Page 23
OBSERVER




ol. Fruncis X. Routhier ook

command of the newly re-

designared Air Force Com-
bat Climarology Center Ang, 2, 1995,
replacing Li. Col. Judson E. Srailey,
during a ceremony at the Scote AFB,
1., Offigers” Club.

The Air Farce Combar Climarology
Center lormerly the LLS. Air Farce En-
vironmental Technical Applications
Censer) collects, processes, and applies
weather data to generate radored envi-

ronmental produces in suppore of

worldwide operations of the Air Foree,
Army, and other Deparrment of De-
fense and U.S. LOVErNMENT Inferests.

A combinarion of advanced com-
puter programs and the world's largest
computerized climazic darabase, locaged
ar AFCCC Operating Location-A,
Asheville, N.C., cnables AFCCC o
prepare studies and analyses w support
weapon systems design, mission plan-
aing. and combar operatiens world-
wide.

The command has also been named
as the DOD executive agent for arma-
sphere and space modeling and simu-
lation acnivities.

Colonel Routhier arrives ar Scort
from the Office of the Federal Coordi-
nator for Mereorclogy, Silver Spring,
Md, The 23-year Air Force vereran
carned a bachelor of science degree
from Fardham University in New York
City and entered the Air Foree in Sep-
tember 1970 through the Reserve OF-
ficer Training Corps, He then studied
meteorolegy ar New York University
and received 2 master of science depree
in armospheric chemistry from the
Georgia Institure of Technology in
{980,

Caolonel Rouchier's earlier command
assignments  have included Derach-
ment 2, Teh Weather Squadron, Hanau,
Germany; and the 17th Wearher
Squadren ar Travis AFB, Calif. His
tours (nclude duty in Florida, Guam,

October 1995

Change of Command, Name

Colonel Routhier takes over newly-redesignated center

Pholc by A1C RAich McShalirey

Air Wenrther Service Connnander Col, Joseph D, Dixian passes ihe command
guidon 1o incoming Air Force Combat Clinatology Center counpanider Col,

Francis X. Routhicr.

Mississippi, Nebraska, Alabama, Ger-
many, linois, and Maryland.

From 1991-94, the colonel was as-
signed ro Headquarrers Air Weather
Service as Chief, Product Improvement
Division; Director of Technaology and,
finally, as Director of Operations.

Colonel Stailey, 2 24-vear Air Force
vereran, was the USAFETAC com-
mandersince 1992, and replaces Colo-
nel Rourhier at the Office af che Fedesal
Coordinator for Meteorology, Silver

Spring, Md.

USAFETAC
becomes AFCCC

In an effort to better reflect the
mission of the wearber center, the

U.S. Air Force Environmencal Tech-
nical Applications Cenrer ofticially
became the Alr Foree Combar Clima-
tology Cenrer Ocr. 1.

The name "Environmental lech-
nical Applicarions Cenrer”™ was firse
applied 1o the organizition in 1964,
before which it was called che “Cli-
matic Center”, The Climaric Center
name implied the face cthar the
center's work encompassed more than
climatclogy, bur didn't suggest in any
way that the bulk of the center’s prod-
ucts are related 1o thar discipline,

The new name nighlighes che
cenrer’s primary Funcriun -- climaral-
ogy -- and emphasizes thar producss
are focused on enhancing combar ca-
pabiliny,



I l AIR FORCE MERITORIOUS
SERVICE MEDAL

MSgl, Pete Copeskes. O Al Weather Sery e, Soont AFR, (1L 4 1 L0

Col. Archile C. Lebron. 2o Weatkes Flight. For McPherson, Cia i 2md DL

LA, Cob, Slichach M. Bradles. fh CONUSA, Prehls of 500 Prasowcs Dail

Li. Cod Birlan L. Knawss, HE Adr Force Global Weather Cential, OiTun AFR., Nels

Ni4gl Albert O, Cobb, et 7 AFGWC, Tinker AFH, (illa

MSgL ALbert L Palimendo, HI) AFGWE, Offun AFR. Neb

TSl Garland K, Head, HIJ AFGWC, Oflan AFR. Nen

SMSgi. Rebert J. Fowler, Aly Force Combat £ Umatelygy Center, Scott AFH, 1L 1 1g OLC,

S Brian I, Krick, AFCUC, Soon AFR, 10
AIR FORCE

I‘[ :j COMMENDATION MEDAL

S5t Charlex E- Schmidt. 1dih Wiomher Squadrop. Momard AT, Fanama
S5l Inhn C. Shevers. Lhh W5, Howerd ATH. Panama
Capl. Peter J, Broll. 24th W5, Hirward AT Manama
TSgt. Donovan Williams, 24h W5, Hewozrd AFD. Panzma
S5gr. BLE, Bloam. Si9h DSS0SW, Whiteman AFH, Mo
Capl, fim Sardonia, 456 WS, Paned AFA. Fla

Capd. Sool Heckman. 33h W5, Panck AFE. Fla

Capt, dlike Fitrpatrick. 1516 W5, Taincl AFYD. Fla

Capl. Kenneth ¥, Kibuca, HOG AFGWE Ol AFR, Neb
S5p1. David O Conner. M0 A FOWE, DiTuil ATB, Nch
Sra. Kevin L. Asgrow, HO AFGWE, DiTan AFR, Nch
HrAl Dennis 3 Caited], MO AFGWE, OfMun AFE. Neb
Mgl Robert L. Hadnis, SFCCC. Seoit AFG. 11

ARMY
COMMENDATION MEDAL

Capl. Dave Blggar. 4%h W3, Painck AFH, Fla

JOINT SERVICE
ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Tagr. Damovan Williams, 240h WS Hosooed AFH. Pansma
TEgl. Mickey W Milani, HQ AFGWE, Oui AFE. Neh

[

Mgt Peic Copmkey. HOp 335 Scall AFTL T

$5g1. John C. Slevers. Jdih WS, Hnward AFR. Panama | 131 (5L
151 LA Michawl 5. Petreen. 24th WS, Howard AFQ. Panama
S§5zL Chartle L. Norman, Ir. 24k W5, Hoaard AFR, Panama
Sra. Sean (. RafTerdy. 24ih W3, Howanl AFA. Pesama

Sra. Michele 1= Alexander. Zath W&, Heward AFR. Panama
Capl. Sabrina Taljeron. 45h W5 Painck AFTL Fla

%ra. Eric Hughes. 43th W=, Painck AFE. Fla

wrh, Mike Brovn. 450 WS Pairick A¥E, Fla

ALC Pal Bevry, a3th WS Fairck AFR. Fla

miagr, Dguplas P Leas, HO A RGW 0, Offuit AFE, Neb

ssgr Jefrey J. Struebing HOEAFGWO Ot ATE. Neh

Vsb Lt Christine Butler, S50h OSS0SW, OMmi AFTE. Neb

AlR FORCE
ACHIEVEMENT MLDAL

10

Salutes

AIR FORCE

I-l GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

THel, Christine Diekil. 24th WS, Hirs and AFQ. Penema ol 00

55gf Charlic L. Norman, Ji. Z4th WS, Hizward AFD, Panaia (1 ULC
S5gd. Charles E. Schanddi, 24k WS, Howird AF, Pa a1 Jaal TELE)
SrA. Michele Lo Alesander, 240 WS, Howoad ARG, Pas
S5 Doncvan Williama, 230k W 5, Hosanl AFE, Panaing | Ind 0L
SrA. William P. Remdas 11 54 10 DSSAEW, Maletrem AFH, Meat
Srs, Darcen D Bemditen, [Rih W5 F1L Bragg. & [

Mgl Edwird §. Alevander, HJAFGWE, Dun AFD, Neb

Tt David A, Fineter, Wi AFGWE, O1Tun AFD, Yeb

Tigd. Thendorr K. Jenge. HPAFGWE, Dffun AFE. Neb

Thgh Sheryl & Wichals, HG AFGWE Offun AFE, ¥eh

Sagl Paul C, Tell. HQ AFGWC, O0fun AFE, Neb

S5t Todd R Allen. HOG AFGWC DTt ARG Noh

S5gl James B Conry, HQ AFOWE, Orfull AFD, Xeb

S5zt Samuel G, Dollinger, HO AFGWC, Gllull AFE, Meh

S5gh Laweimee W Green, HG AFGWE, OMelt AFE, Neb

S5gt. Ricky L. Liparomb. HO AFGWC Ofunl AFBE. Neb

SrA. Skawa M, Steiner. {0 AFGWE, Oifutl AFD, Neb

SrA. Adam I Bavier, HQ AFGWC Blun AFB, heb

SOUTHWEST ASIA
SERVICE MIDAL

Capt. Jim Saccomando. S50 OR508W, Dffun AFR. Seb

AR FORCE
LONGEVITY MEDAL

SrA Wilan It Remibas THL 5T DES05W, Malmston AR Mesit
SrAL Lena b Temer, Bl OSS05W, Malmstivom AFB. Mo

PROMOQTIONS

David M. Mucla, 3410 QE205W, Malmeimm AFE Mooy
John R. Foggla. 23h W Minneapaiie. Minm, (ARG
Willlam L. Thomas. 1 20ch WE Huckhey ANGE, Cols 1 ANG)
John Pine. H{Q) AWS. Scott A¥R, 300

1T Kapodks, Hip AW, Soot ARG (I

John 1. Drlessnack . WO AWS, Seoit AFE.

Wiltiam C. Tassa, HO AWS, Scon AFRE. LI

it

Randall K. Barlerr, 12k O350, Randolph AFH. Tewas

% LF T

Lee &, Byverle, 4%1h WS, Fglin AFB, Fla
Peter D. Jacoly, 241h W5 Howand AFR. Paiama
Tim E- Orellke, 1 Xh AS0S Special Dyerations Weather Team, F Carson. Cale

lume H. Wardiner, 350 WS, £glin AFH, Fla
Ramaond E, O firken. fib WF, F, Bocker, Ala (AN
Ronerl 5. Buheis, [0 WE Riclenbacher ANGH. Ul (ANG)

OBSERVER



Muster Sergeants (cont.)

Demald F, Jamicsnn, Hip 3 FOWE, Oijunt AR Nep
Carl |, Jobnvon, HG ARG, Offuil AFR. hah
Hamilion Steckard, ) aFOWE, Offon AFE, Meb
Richard 1. Fouster. aFCTT, Som AFBL U

Paud A, Hay, 15th WS, Fglin AFH. Ha

John R, Michacd 450 WS, Fglin AFB. Fla

Jedteey A, Casridy. |5%h WE Camp Gending. Fla. (aRGh
Mark K, Dake, 77ch OSSAOGW, MeClellon AFB. Calil

N7

Frank I, Klen. 2dth WA, Howard AFNK, Punarma
Kenneth C. King. SrEbOSSa0SW, Wheieman AFB Mo
Richard W, Willard. O[. 4. [5h W5 F Belvor, Ya
Ron Mesdows, 481h WS, Petrick AFH. Fla

Erik T Rabeyx, HO A FGWE, Ofet AFR. Scb
Kenneth &, Ferguson, Hp AFGWC, Ofun AFE. Neh

&

Michele [. Alevarder. 2atf WS, Himwod AFH. Panama
Darreo Ih Bensdon, 18ch WS, ML Bragg, NG

Jamcs P, Handlog. 18ih WS, Ft Aragg. N.C

Zacquen Faumlclrmy, [54ih W Linle Rock, agikc raNa)
Christeqrher Wikeoman, | 540h W Ch fe. N AN
Adam ). Baxter. B AFGW DiTuil AFB. Meh

N4

Trler C. Labbe, 314 OSS05W, Malmoirom AFE. Moni
Stacey | Warcdilpr, J Lsd OSOSFW, Maywell AFE. Ala
Mark E. Was, O1.a 18ch W5 F1 Relemit. Ya

Clititon 5. Dashrey, (-5 18ch W3 Fr $elvoar, Va

Ruben Forres. I %d WF, Fi Induaniown Gap. Pa (ARG
Michact Tharnbary, 45th W5, Patrct ARFH. Fla

Jemiica Evand, 4%h W5 Panck AFR. Fla

Stuart T, Lewt, B AFOWE, DHTuii AFE. Neb

Clagdia G, Maye, AFCOC Seatt AFRL T

Stephen Cimnedls, AFCCT, Sonty AFTL 1

- g

Amanda G Bardei, WFrh0S50SW, Whiternan AFH. Mo
Rachel Andrews, TTih O554005%W, MeClellan AR, Calif
Nyva N Seoll, TTE OESAEW, MoTlellen AFE. Calli
Marco Cardetas, 77ch DSSEASW, McClellan AFB, Calil

HAILS AND FAREVWELLS

SrA. Michel L. Alevander « i 2dih W5, Howard AFB. Panema. from Keesler A FB Miss
SrA. Slacy L. Siowm o jo J0h W5, Hresard AFB . Paraama. Mg Keoesler AFE. miSS

Maj. v fobngion - i Jgh W5, Howaed AFE, Pasama. foen NCAVP, Peatagon. Warksngipn, T.C
2nad LA, Bnber! A, $enger - to 2dh WS Howanl AFBE. Faname. fom Q7%

Capt. Peter I Brall oov 23k WS, Howard AFB, Panama. fpom AFGWC. Oftun AFH. Nek
S, Lane Laweriter - o 350h TTE. Keetler AFB. Maes. (rom & 2nd OS5, Mavweil AFS. Ala
SeA, Marty O Garweon - b0 W5h TS, Komder AFR, Mise, dpom 42md DEADGERW, Maowell AFG, Ala
S5t Kiexin E. Wendd - v 155h 055 Kadena AB. Jgpan_ Jrom 4Ind OSA0SFW, Maswell AFG, Als
A%t Chrin Rapated] - 10 AFTAC. Patrick AF, Fla from 45h W5, Painck A7, Fla

S5gL Roa Meddeows ~ 40 Cemp Slanley. Koned, (om &5th W5, Fainck AFB. Fla

ALC Ralph Parker - ta Ksetler AFD, Mits, From £5th W3, Palrick AFH. Fla

Cupt. Mike Fitepairick - 4m S5 WS, Painck AFB, Fla . drom AFGWT, Odfunt AFA. Neh
SrA\. Bean Harpsier - 12 45tk W5 Painck AFO. Fla. fom Beesler AR, Miss

55g1 Damder Kevne 1o 451k W5, Tainck AFH. Fla. from March AFH. Calif

AL Leadie Haleh - 4o Bth OSSOSW, MacDall AFE. Fla. (rom Eecaler AFT. Wiy

SrA. Themas Clark - 40 Kunisn A%, Kores, fom | Tih ARDS. © Fi, B Benning. Ga
SMAgt Skip Evant - 1o Famucin AB. Gorpramy. from 77t OSSOSW, WoCkedilan TR, Calil
Aman, Nya 5. Soolt - ta 7710 CESAO5W, MeClellan AFH. © . froen Keeslor AFA. Misy
Aini- Sylvia Farling -= 0 77eh BSSOEW, MoClellan AFH, Calil . tmom Keegler AFE. My

A0 Toni [ Zitn ~ 10 7Tk D5505W, McClellan AFH. Calil . from Keesler AFH, Miss

RETIREMENTS

SMBpL Ratner Dombrovskd, 2fh WE, Mirnespadn, Mina

Col. Archie C. Letsan, Zad WE FL M Fheram, Ga

L1 Cal Micharl M. Braddes, Sth CONUSS,. Freude of San Franoiséa, Calid
SEPARATIONS

SrA, Benjumin A, Lyles. ARCCC Sogn AFE, 1

Sra, JTames A, Curfis, AFC0C, oot AFE. 11
SrA. Tllany L. Northrop, Gth Q2505W, MacDall AT, Fla

October 1995

Capte Tolic AL Hayes B AMWS, Seon AR B 1LY

EDUCATION
NCO Acadeurs
=gt Jonsihon K. Yerven i WS, Hosard AFH, Panama
THgt. Trarren O, Obermarer. 28h W5, Howard AFD. Pasama (Jokn Leviles dosrds
Adrntan Leaderilin Schoal
Sl Frank J. Klebn, 240h W%, Howand AFE, Parsma (Dsungainkesd Graduate
Npt. Michagl 1, Milber, Airman Lesdenhin Sbol
Srn. Gordoa N. Dipdeall, AFCOC, Scou AFE, 1 (ks Lo aloms wennerd
Sea. Todd Laadeche, | Tith AS05, O Fu
105, Armiy Rusiger Couree Grodugic
Sra. Guy Bells, 171k ASDS, C ElLL R Beaning, Ga
Aevepiesd 1o LS. Army Warren? Qfftcer Sehoal
Sca, Guoy, Belts, 1Tih A505, C Fh. By Beamng. Ea
Trapival Merearodogy Cirerg
TSal, Dapvavair Willlama, 24 WS, Hosanl AFB, Panams
E"_r;l Charlex E. Sebnsdedi, Jr, 238 WS Hosanl AFR, Panama
Hagl Timalla J. Fielcs, 24ch W5 Hirs anl AFA. Panama
S5gl Frank ]. Klein, 200 WS, Howwnd AFB. Panama
WYR-BED PEP Opercsor Manager Counc
Sra. Bobert E. Yamer 111 3440 OSS05W, SMalmsbrmm AFR, Man
Duigae E- Kleake, &2l OTS05W, M0 hord AFB. Wash
Capl, Sabrna Taljeron, 45th WS, Fainck AFB, Fla
Wiatirer Sateliite and Phode Tnterpretaiion Crorce
Sch. Lema M. Toner, 910 OES0O5W, Malmurnem AFE, Mot
Wemther Macrrer Cortification
Amn. Erika M. Englinh, 470 G505, Mavacd] AFD, Ala
2 AWRY Syvtemes Mamegor Comrre
Sl Alan ). Worlkestter, & LDASEW, MTheofd AFB, Waak
Richard Helchert, S5 OSS06W, Qe AFT, Neh
Sgundeaw (licen Nekoa!
Capl. Stacy E. Nandemark. 12300 WE Selimlge ANGE Mah §ANG)
Wheaiher Troknfclan Cuoneye
S3gr. Jubn P. Hale, 4070 WE Sellmlge ANGE, Sich 1 ARG
frlraduriion e Speciod pernifons
Capl. Chriclopher . Srager: Tih WE Pustirgh, Pa ARG
Vgl Habere F. Warren, [48ah WE, Piobargh, Pa 1 ANLII
S5gr. rinee 5. Micharks 1atab WE Pl Ma (AN
Sxgu. Richard A, Webh, [4iah WE Foburgh, Pa, (ARG
dalice Awerescnn Orleatcdion
MSgl Forrest L. Heodricks 1580 WE Pusbarph, Pa jANG)
THgi. Bavid L. Tucker 11, 148ah WE, Prosburgh. Pa {ANG)
dynamics of Inieenaional Teveorir
TSgl. David L. Tucker [1. [4éal W Pielstmirgh, Pa, | &ML
AFROTC Schwlarcig do Vaidooir Mate University for Compriler Science
SrA. Mike Brown. 450 WE [Painck AFB. Fls

FI. Devming. SGa iDishiaguihed Graduate)

AWARDS
Air Farce Zimanerman A waraly

Righard &, Veoadiord, s+00C, Sooi AFTE (1]
Capt, Thansas ). Soith, AFCCC, Sesl AF0L 1
Capt, Chan W, Kclth, AFCCC, Scedt ATTL M

ATt QRAOEFEW Qlverver of S (Foarter
Amn. Karen L. Harris. a2ed OS08FW, Yavwell AFTL Als

Alnd OSAISFW Farecaster of the [fearter
Sl Willlarn E, Grissops, 42nd OSOSFW, Maswell AFH. Ala

J5ad Air Suppart Qperatians Gmap NCIE of the Oearter (AprilJrne 1595)
THgd. Keith A, Johemen, | Bth W5 FL Dragg. N4
fidud Operurions Group Company Grade Gfficer f the Quarier (April-June 1995
Ist Li. Miende M. Wound, 62nd D5S08W, MeChord AFTG, Wath
Nartk Carnling Cosmwmendation Medal
SSgL oward [ Speer. | $6ah WE Chardntte, ¥.C
A0 QX8 Senior YOO of the Quarier
Alsgt. Richard W, Bovining. | 1th O350, Esadoiph AFH. Toves
Iah A SO0 Seaiar YOO of the eerter Ulannars March [995)
MSgL Phil R, Carter. 2nd WF. FL MeTherson, Ga
CDEC Paceretier Award
ANC Jobp B Wamt, HD AFGWC, Oilan AFE, Nebh
Afr Force Combat Climudadopy Coater YOO af the Qawmter (A prit-June 19051
Mgt Joeph W, Beflouf. AFCCC, Som AFE, 11
Alr Forer Comtbad Climuindogy Cender Comgpany Grods Gfficer nf tee (umder (April fune 1983)
Capd, Uriwn A. Belibee, AFCCC, Soniz AFE. A1
Air Farce Cambal Climntelopy Eimter Jewior Civitian of the (water (Apri-fune FF25)
Carma L. Carrdl, AFCOC Spott AFDL 11
Air Force Combad Clivantofogzy Center Sendor Civilin of the Sueier JAprit-Qune T#95)

Kyle Dlen, DL-A, AFCCT, Asheville, KO

Editor's Note: See names from your squadron here?
Well, then. why not? Please send any events in your
squadron’s life, no matter how small, 1o HQ AWS/
PA, 102 W Losey St.. Rm. 105, Scouw AFB, IL 62225-
5026. Military AND civilians are cligihle to appear in
this column.
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Meteorology Progran
B
by SSgt. Steve Elliott
n Ite d Alr Weather Service Public AfTairs

hie Navy does their werk i the ocean. The Anmy

fighrs on che ground. The Air Foree . wello works
in the wild blue vonder.

Therefore, wouldn't it make sense to teach the future of-
ficers af the Air Force about that turbulentr medium?

That idea was the caralyse for a project several vears ago
which cventually became the ULS. Afr Farce Acaderny’s Me-
reorology Labaratory. which opened in March 1994, The
lab is dedicared 1o Lo Gen. Thomas 8. Moorman, a former
commander of Air Weather Service from 1954-58 and Acad-
emy Superintendent from 1965-790,

“We want ro offer the program as an oprion to cadets
who may become pilots or merenrology officers,” said D,
[am Kachler, an associate professor of meteorslogy at the
Academy, “When a cader graduares, they get a bachelors
degree in geography with a metzorology emphasis, Ics still 2
fairly new program here, wich abour half cur meteoralagy
graduates going into flying carcers, while the rest become

wearher officers.”
“This program s relevine to several career Fields,
not just weather officers, pilots and navigarors,” said
Maj. Keith Blackwell, assistant professor of moteo-
rology. "The Air Force performs irs mission in the
armosphere. In arder to perform thar mission well, we need
10 know whar the weather iy wherever we Fw

“Just abowr everything che military does is weather-sen-
sivive, whether it be a flving mission, drapping bomhbs on
TALEET, ProfecTion of resources on the ground, or planning
on which direction te build a new runway.”

satis with any acadersic discipling at the Air Force

Academy, the read to a degree is not casy. The

sader wha decides to ger inro mereorulogy must
adsn zake rhe usual core course requirements, which consises
of 48 courses (109 semester hours) in basic sciences, engi-
neering, humanicies, social scicnces, military arts and sci-
ences, aviation and physical cducarion. Courses related 1o a
cadet’s major are 1aken above and beyond this 109-hour re-
quirement,

The tuware weather person then takes chree gengra-
phyv courses, two additional social science courses, an
additional marh course, and nine metcorslogy courses. The
weather-unique courses include climarology, synopric and
mesoscile meteorology, satcllite mercorolngy and image in-

erprecirion and quantitative rcchniquc'h. Orher courses in

physics include invroduction to atmospheric science, aimao-

sphenc physicy, armospheric dynamics, and anmospheric cir-
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1: Course not just for weather officers

FPhoto by Renny Strackany

Agsistant Professar of Meteorology D Tom Keehler works with CIC Juck Floyd on the AWDS terminal,

culation and ¢energetics,

The weather program reaps benefits for the cader and
the Air Force, Major Blackwell said. “Not many Academy
graduates wene into the weather career field before the es-
rablishment of this academic track.

“Here at the Academy, we have the advanrage of streceh-
ing the cadet's academic ex-
posure to mececrology over
several years, This way, the
eader gers ro ebserye and
study several vears worch of
atmospheric phenomena
while suill in school,”
Blackwell said. “We have
some remendous facilities
here, thanks ro funding and
Air

assistance  from

“Just about everything the military
does is weather-sensitive, whether it be
a flying mission, dropping bombs on tar-
get, protection of resources on the
ground, or planning in which direction
to build a new runway.”

structor to pull up displays frem any of the weather com-
purer systems and project it onto a large viewing screen and
four 29-inch monitors.

“The systern allows an entire class 10 see dara from the AWDS,
NEXRAD | sarcllite looper, and multmedia compurer simulra-
neously” said MSgt. Fabrice “Frenchy” Clark, Superintendent of
the Metorology Program. “lral-
lows the instrucror ro walk

around the [zb with a remore con-

trol and reach the class. This way.
we can show the daa to the en-
tire class ar one rime, rather than
rryving o crowd o large group
around one workstation.”
Students can access radar

Moj. Keith Blackwell

and weather information from

Assistant professor of Meteorology| ;.o nd rhe world from satel-

Weather Service and the
Dean of Faculry ar the Academy.”

Thelab's cquipment includes 14 Antomared Weather Dis-
rribution Sysrem warkstations, a sarellite looper and a
NEXRAD principal user processor. Recently addaed was a
549,000 multimedia presentation system thacallows the in-

October 1995

lites, Air Wearher Service, and
the Nartional Weather Service with almost real-time capabilivy
. Informatien can be stored for up 1 48 hours to allow the
students to study a storm system or sec how a weather patern
evolved,

The raw weather dara conmies in from civilian and milivary
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weather stations and channcled through
Der. 7, Air Foree Global Weather Cun-
tral at Tinker AFB, Okla. Other infor-
mation, such as charts and data from
weather satellites, comes from HQ
AFGWC, Offurt AFB, Nch,

Another advantage to the Academy's
program is thar the newly graduated
sccond licutenant is ready to go and
work immediately at the base or post
weather station.

“The cadet is already in a military
environment while going to school.
Ve can focus their assignments on
military themes and topics to put
into context what they’ll sce in che
real world,” Kochler said. “While
our primary mission Is 1o provide
the

ground needed o enter the wearher

caders with academic back-
career field, the equipment they see
and learn on here at the Academy is
exactly what they'll see at the base
wearher station, This will help chem
become more familiar with cheir new
job quicker.”

Kochler said rhe mercorology
program offers the graduate enrry
into an already well established ficld,
something not ali the other majors
offer,

“We have a program at the Acad-
emy called ‘Operation Air Foree
which sends the caders out berween

Pholo by Ranny Sirackany

Muaj. Keith Blackwell instriicis a metearology class.

their sophomore and junior years 1o an
Air Force hase somewhere in the world
1o gut a sample of actual Air Force op-
crations,” Kochler said. “When we
know who is going to take the weather
academic track, we'll send them to a
base weather station for their orienta-
tion trip.”

The cadets i the mercorology track
admir the courses are wugh, but enjoy-
ahle.

"I grew up in Kansas, so Ive been
around ternadoes and storms all my
life,” said Cader First Class Jack
Floyd, & 23-year-old senior at the Acad-

Photo by Eenny Strackany
Cader Flovd puts some time in studying o NEXRAD readout,

i4

emy. “1 had received an offer for a schel-
arship for a degree in metecrology from
the University of Oklahoma, bur [ de-
cided o go to the Air Force Academy
instead,” the Neodasha, Kan., narive said,
“I spent a year ar Valley Forge Military
College t ger my grades up and decided
w go for the mercorology program dur-
ing my sophomore year,

“The hest thing abour this pro-
gram is that we're using the same
equipment bere chat's used in che
field,” said Floyd, who is on the
Dean's List for academic excellence.
“T'll have enough backpround in me-
teorology when I graduate to stare
working in the ficld right away.
Grverall, it's been a positive experi-
ence, both as an Academy cader 2nd
mereorology student. Ac least [l
have a job waiting for me right away,
instead of having to go back and re-
ceive more training,

“l feel my Academy expericnce
has made me a more well-rounded
person,” said Floyd, whose father
was an enlisted member in the Air
Force and also has rwo uncles who
were Navy officers. “I'll have had
the experience of working in an op-
crational wing, like the Cader Wing,
and T've had leadership expericuce
working with other cadets in the Sur-
vival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape

OBSERVER



Courtezy Phato

“Overall, it’s been a positive
experience, both as an Academy
ndet and meteorology studer

east I'll have a job waiting for
me right away, instead of having
to go back and receive more
training.”

crcmci%: *

Air Force Achemrﬂn

programt, and rhe Basic Cader Training
Program.”

“Cadets are quich {earners and not afmid
“The
Jnes who come [hrllll;_;h |h'|.l'- program -r¢

w0 ask questions,” Sergeant Clark said, *

excited and eager to get into the field, With
this course, they'l] have the theory and can-
cepts of weather along with some hands-
on cxperience,

before they ger to

“The cadets who come

Major Blackwell agreed wich this view-
paint.

“The military faculty here adds another
dimension o the cadet’s education. 1 can
tell the caders abour my experiences as a
wing weather efficer at Liule Rock AFB,
Ark., and my time ac AFGWC,” Blackwell
said. “We're able 1o show these caders me-

reorolegy is not

just a bunch aof

the field, Far

those studens

who choese nor

to go into the
E

wearther carcer

field,

valuable curricu-

its soill a

lum. For the pi-
and

navigatars, it will

tors

through this program ...
will have the theory and
concepts of weather, along
with some hands-on expe-
rience, before they get to
the field.”

MSgt. Fabrice ‘Frenchy” Clark

Superintendent,
Meteorology Program

hand-waving in
front of a weaither
chart. They learn
it’s an actual sci-
ence and armo-
spheric behavior is
controlted by
physical laws, and
understanding the

give them a ber-

ter idea of what they'll be flving through in
the future. They learn that the avmosphere
will atfect evervihing they do. Weather has
always been, and always will be, a factor in

war”
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atmosphere is a
lifelong endeavor.
Not all of ousr students will become weather
officers, bue they'll find they can use their
meteoralogical education in so many dif-
ferent jobs in the Air Force.”

"The beauty of this program is a cadec

can take all the theories and concepts he or
she has been taught in mercorology classes
and see how they would be applied in real
lite,” Sergeant Clark said.

The NEXRAD Doppler radar system is
sensitive enough 1o be able o analyze
weather systems 1o a resolurtion of just over
ore-half of 2 mile, Clark said. With chis
kind of accuracy, a cadet can do a vertical
analysis or a cross section of a storm system
and sce indicators of atmospheric motions
creating the storm system.

“The system can also be used o sup-
port a flight plan,” Clark said. We can plot
precipitation patcerns and look for signs of
any severe weather,”

By using the system in this manner,
those students who become pilots will un-
dersrand how the weather affeces their lives.

“For the future pilot, what he or she
learns here abour the weather can not only
cnhance the success of their mission, but
perhaps save their life one day when they
have 1o fly and tight”
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Come Home To AFGWC

The Heart Of Air Force Weather

by Col. Jack Hayes
Commander, ATGWC

ave you noticed
a change in the
Alr
Weacher business larely?

Force

Whether vou're a newcomer
o milicary metzorology ora
25-year vereran like myself,
vou've endured a pertod of V)
fast and furious transforma-
tion in rthe fundamental

of providing

weather to the warlighten.

pracuice

Change hasn't been re-
stricted 1o those of you co-locared with
your flying, rraining, and warfighting cus-
tomers: it is also occurring here ar the
heart of Air Force Weather.

My rheme this month is change. and
my purpose is to offer vou an inviragion
— 2 ¢all to come home to Air Force Glo-
bal Weather Central,

So what's new ar an outfit whose
mission and structure have remained
comparatively stble over the past sev-
eral years, relative 1o the rest of Alr
Farce Weather?
paradigm that makes you, the cus-

Essentially, a new

tomer, the driver of change at
AFGWC. Thats a big difference. In
the past. our architecture and our
modcrnization plans drove the path
and  pace of change in the Air Torce/
Army weather business. No longer.

We recognize that dynamic mission
rt.'quil'dﬂ'”.'n.(!u PEI’S()HI"C] Lurnoyer, dC'
creasing experience levels and bur-
geoning local/technical training needs
are real challenges for many of yvon,
We realize that we have o earn your
lovalty  with products char are usefu)
and casily accessible that are cither
bCTfCr [hﬂn [h(}SC \')lf our COTDPCTi[()r\\
or that no one other than AFGWC
can produce.

We're dead serious abour rhis new
focus, and have made it our wp prior-
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ity — our number-one straregic goal
is 10 brcome your supplicr of choice
for milirary weather products and ser-

YICCS,

How do we intend 1o do
i In short, with new rech-
nology, lots of innovation,
and bl‘f_".l.T.I'IE..I.]-':il\:,:'_ .ﬁpl:l_'d.

The graphic accompany-
ing rthis article depicts our
vision, Using stare-of-the
art workstarions and soft-
ware, we'll rapidiv proto-
rvpe new ideas for displaying
wreather information — the
visaalizations that have bi-
come the weather produce of choice — and
disseminare them via standard, comman
user netwnrks ke the World Wide Web, as
well as weather dissemination systems lilke
AFDIS and AN DS.

Taking advantage of our unique dara-
base and innovative workforce, we'll fo-
cus on value-added products that you can
leverage to case problems such as fore-
caster tisk overload and lack of experi-
ence.

We'll torally reorganize our meteoro-
logical  and mission-tailored products
branches (DOM and DOF) to herrer
align our support with your needs, We'll

import quality numerical weather pre-
dicrion dara (INOQGAPS bl.'ginning Fall
1993) and use off-the-shelf plos inter-
nally-developed applications to give you
a viriery ()f()prion.\ for custamer service.
We'll survey you frequendy, visit vour
MAJCOM conferences to show you our
new products/obrain feedback, and open
our doors 1o you -— come to Offurt AFB
to see, firsthand, your AFGWC,

None of this will be casy. We've o110
soive thorny problems associated with our
maintrame-based architecture, sofrware
]icn_'nsiugfdc\'ulupm-:m."m:'Liurun;m-_"u re-
strictions, manpower/manning realities,
and other resourcelregulatory  limita-
tions. We'll need vour help in the form
of practical, constructive fredback, and
}'OU r F‘-l'[il:nl.,"c —ANE CAnnot l..,+f:l Lve T:-\.'l.']'l i |\g
F()l- ".'\"L'l'_'-";ﬁ]lL' .|” Aar once,

Finally, we'll need many of you w raise
your hands and join the AFGWC team,
bringing your expertise and new ideas o
the hearr of AFW.,

[n coming months, Vll devore this
cnlun'.n 10 llpd:ttc's OFl QAP PrOgress as We
redesign our workforce, re-engineer our
processes, and renew our produce Tine,
Togethen we are going 1o build @ new
AFGWC thar vau, our customers and
stockhalders, will be proud o call home.

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS

Current Products:

= =

Numerical
Prediction Model

Traditional
Weather Map

New Products:

i I
s
Numerical

Forecaster
or Briefer

Visualization
for Customer

Visualization

BWS Forecaster
Enhancement
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by Capr. Bob Mahoad
Chicf, Combat Weather Excrcises

o vou have whar i1 takes 1o
be among the elite cadre of
forecasters  represenring
cheir major commands?

That's the question posed as the third
FORECAST CHALLENGE

VWeather Forecasting Competition kicks

annual

off at the Combar Weather Facility,
Hurlbuer Field, Fla., in February.

ir's nor gaing
10 be easy. The
crown for che Qrse
e years has gone
to 11,5, Air Forces
in Europe

(USAFE). data.”

“A key aspect of FORECAST
CHALLENGE is that all fore-

casts are based on limited

is thar all farecasts are based on limited daca.

This is the most misunderstood part of
the comperition. When the cantastants call
for mare dara ... well, there isn't any. Thar's

the entire point of this exercise,

So, you're pressed for fime, in heared
comperition and have Hmited dara. How
does a foreeaster prepace to meet the
challenge?

There are o number of answers,

You ean start by consulting rthe Air
Weather Service's "3007-series Forecast
Memes, Each year, we also prepare chree
Weather Forecast-
ing Proficiency
Exercises designed
specifically tor this
prrpeee. The
maosl recent onc
was mailed our

Whar is
FORECAST CHALLENGE. you might
ask?

le 1992, the Air Force Director of
Weather direcred the I"n‘.-gram Evalua-
tion Division of the Direcrorate of
Weather 10 develop a plan o help focus
attention on the technical skills and
readiness of Air Force weather forecast-
ers,

It's nowe an Air Force-level comperi-
don designed 1o 1est Air Force Weather
LAPYTY forecasters' abilities in Forecast-
ing specific events using limired eguip-
ment and daca in @ deplayed enviranment.

Each majar commund, including the Air
Nartional Guard and Air Faorce Reserve, se-
lect and sponsor a pwo-person eam, Each
[Eam 1% '\'.':"I-l“L'IIBL'd to produce a varicry of
forecasts for different missions th roughout
the world during the four-day even.

“I'd de it again in @ hearthear, said one
team member. " We never knew what wag
going o get thrown at us when we walked
in the door.”

The primary purpose of the compe-
ritien 1% 1o simaulare the canditions fore-
casters might have during the early
stages of a deployment. Consequently,

akey aspecr of FORECAST CHALLENGE
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Aug. 31. If your
station didn't receive ene, conract vour ma-
jor command’s directorate of wearher office
fora capy.

IF st bave chie WEPE, are you using it
[ realize wich the current operational wmpo,
a lot of people in the field say chey don't
have the time. There are a couple of reasans
why you might want to find the time for
these important
EETCISCS.

[y mast cases,
anywhere you de-
ploy will be 2
data-sparse envi-
ronment, These
excrcises can help

imprave  your

“In most cases, anywhere
you deploy will be a data-
sparse environment. These
exercises can help improve
your limited-data forecast-
ing proficiency, which in-

) Are you ready for Forecast Challenge ‘96?

Competition is for the cream of the crop in forecasting

o eight heurs, 2 small amount of time con-
sidesing che bencfits of improving unit
readiness and assessing strengths and weak-
NCESES,

So whar's preventing you from be-
ing here? Perhaps it's informazion --
whem do vou turn to for details? Your
MAJCOM DOW, that’s who,

Besides ensuring WPFEs get 1o ev-
eryene, MAJCOM wearher folks ensure
all units in their purview know abour the
competition and ser up 1 ream sclec-
tion process, Criteria is vsually estab-
lished and publicized so the best Farecasters
get the chance ro “scrut their stuff”,

To ensure all AFW people have an equal
chance to compete and relioves the head-
aches small units have with limitad budgees,
che spopsoring b (OMs fund their
ceartamis

The DOWSs also make the team’s
travel arrangements 10 ¢nsure Teams ar-
rive at FC 96 at least 24 hours prior to the
competition -+ 36 hours for the overseas
reams. [he competition is steessful; conse-
quently, the MAJCOMS try to minintize ex-
haustion from travel or work.

As the Air Torce Director of Wearher
stared last year, "FORECAST CHAL-
LENGE recognizes
cur treops and
rheir concributions
to the Air Force
mission”

Through com-
peritions like these,
you can Jearn more

abourt yourself and

limived-data fore- creases overall unit gain insights that
casting profi- rE'ﬂdi“ESS." will carry  you
ciency, which throughout your
tncreases overill unit readiness, carecr.

In addition, the WPFEs are an invalo-
able evaluarion twal. They can be used ar
any level, whether its & base wearher sta-
tion, wearher squadron, or major command,
to decide on the best candidare for FORE-
CAST CHALLENGE ‘906,

AWDPEE can be compleced in just four

Do vou have what i takes? Will you be
among the elite cadre of forecasters re-
warded with the opperiunity to represent
vour MAJCOM ar Hurlbure during the
next FORECAST CHALLENGE?

If vou have the desire and skill, let your
MAJCOM know. See vou in Felbruary!
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45th WS hosts Naval

Reserve WX Units

by Capt. Jeff Lorens
45th Weather Squadron
Patrick AFB, Florida

¢ 45th Weather Squadren ac

Parrick AFB, Fla., hosted an

informartion exchange with
two Naval Meteorological and Qcceane-
graphic Reserve Units (NMORUS) car-
licr this year.

The 45th WS personnel met with
the units from Jacksonville Naval Air
Station, Fla.., 1o exchange informa-
tion, idceas, and cxpericnces abour
each unit's unique operations.

With increasing emphasis an joint
military operations, this mecting pro-
vided an opportunity for heth orga-
nizations 10 cxpand the understanding
of military environmental suppore
roles and responsihilidies.

The 45th WS presented a briefing
on its operational rale as weather sup-
port provider to the Air Force and
Navy, NASA, commercial space
launchues, and Space Shurdle landings.
The discussions included launch
weather procedures, support struc-
ture, and the metcorological instrn-
mentation used for thorgugh and
timely cvaluation of the complex
launch weather rules. The unique
support procedures for the many types
of hazardous, weather-sensitive pre-
launch ground operations were also
discussed.

Navy people from the NMORU;s
deseribed their vital roles in provid-
ing specialized meteorology and
occanography (METOC) support for
Naval and joint forces whenever
needed worldwide, They described
how their units continuously train 1o
deploy in special “Mabile Environ-
mental Teams,” (METs), These METs
provide highly specialized services
aheard ships, submarines, or wherever
¢lse needed o support wartime opera-

tions.
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Following
the briefings, the two

NMORUs spent the remain-
der of the day touring Cape Canav-
eral Air Station and NASA's Kennedy
Space Center.

This exchange between Air Foree
and Navy mereorclogisis/oceanogra-
phers — which was the first-ever
meeting berween these units —
proved to he extremely productive,
stimularing wide-raneing discussions
among all ranks.

Most of the individuals invelved in
this event came in with only sparsc
knowledge of their counterpart's op-
erations. The face-ro-face encouniers
berween the Air Force and Navy
weather personnel were acknowledged
as the most profitable pare of the visit.

The resule of the exchange was a
much improved knowledge and appre-
ciation of cach ether’s unique military
reles, and of joint military operations.,

(Fditor’s Nore: Lorens i now sra-
tioned at the Headguarrers Air Com-
bar Command Weather Suppore Unir,
[,(Jngfr'_}' AFB, Va.)

AFOTEC weather
captain sets

sighis on stars

by TSgt. Dan Sherwood
AFOTEC Public Affairs
Kircland AFB, N.M.

ccently, when the Air Foree

asked for people to volunteer

or the astronaut program,

Capt. Bruce Micchell, of the Air Foree

Operational Tese and Tvaluation Cenrer's

weather office, saw the opporcunity o

tulfill the goal of a lifelong dream. In his
words, “You've got 1o ty.”

“T kind of grew up with the space pro-

gram,” Mirchell said, *T even used o de-

AT

sign my own spaceships when [was young,
with my own space stations and moon
hases. ['ve always wanted 10 be an astao-
naut, so this has been a dream for my
whaole life.”

At 40 years old, one mighr think ic’s
toe lare to break into chis challenging and
demanding role. Not so, Mitchell said,

“There are actually people older than
me whe are in the space program. Tha’s
because the program officials are looking
far recruits with enough experience and
educarional background. They go into
space and are only in the program for five
years, so most of them are starting lace.”

The astronaucs depiceed in the mevie
“The Right Stuff™ had a great deal w go
through ph\l.w'lt'z“;.r o qn:t“ﬁv for the pro-
gram. The first guys running the program
didn't know whart they were up againse, sa
they went through exhaustive measures
making sure astronaut candidates were in
great shape.” Micchell said. "Tve already
passed the physical.”

As a zraduate of the Colorado School
of Mines, with a degree in enginesring
and a master’s degree in dynamic mereo-
rology from the University of Utah,
Mirchell seems well gualified for the role
of salar wearher observer.

The captain says the space pregram
officials have been trving for years w ger
a metenrologist into space,

As a solar weather observer, Mirchell
said he will likely be mieasuring and try-
ing to ferecast the degree of gamma ra-
diation and orher energy bussts from the
sun.

“This high energy can cause havec
with computers aboard our satellites. If
we can accurately forecast a significant
increase in radiation, we could tempo-
rarily shut off a satellite so it wouldn'c get
damaged.”

If aceepred, Mizchell could enter the
progeam and possibly be aboard a space
shurtle as early as 1998,
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AFGWC Programmer
Wins AFSA First-Term

Airman Award

by Mbgt. Charles Grubb
Air Force Global Weather Central

pregrammer techniclan
from Air Glolbal
Weather Cenrral, Offurr
AFB, Neb., was selected as the Air
Force Sergeants Association First-

Force

Term Atrman of the Year recently,
SrA William A Ward a2 member

of the Thearer Weather Models
Team. received the honor ar the
AFSA convention in Dearborn,

Mich.Ward was picked from 16 other
atrmen serving in their first rerm of
cnlistment.

Ward joined AFSA Chaprer 984
at Offute earlier this vear and was
chosen 1o sepresent the chaprer ar
the AFSA Division 9 competition in
Lincoln, Neb, He took the Division
9 title, edging comperitors from
Narth Dakora, Sourh Dakota, Kan-
sas and Qklahoma, As the divisional
winner, he ¢arned che right 0 com-
pere against 15 orher atrmen from

around the world
for the AFSA inierna-
tional tide,

The AFSA mrermational board, made
up of five senior enlisted advisors from
various Air Force-level agencies, scored
nomination packages on factors like job
performance, leadership abilities, bearing
and behavior, communiry involvemenr.
and communication skills.

At the award Ceremony, Wird reccived
award from CMSAF David

Campanale and several retired Chiel

Master Sergeants of the Air Torce.

his

“Ward is the firsc nominee from
Offurr AFB, and from Division 9. te win
the top honor, said Chapree 984 presi-
dent 5MSgr. Chuck Grubb, “He has all
rhe qualities 1o enjoy an outstanding Air
Force career. He's been a tremendons per-
son 1o have at AFGWC and as an AFSA
mmber,”

Ward is quick 1o share a great deal of
his success with the AFSA chapier at
it

“The members of the OMun chaprer
have been grear, They've given me their
CNLOL rila‘g‘frl'l.l_'l'lf d T]d H.Ipp()]'[ L'\"(‘l—'\’ S[C‘P Of-
the way,” he said. "AFSA is the kind of
high-guality, professional organization
each enlisted member should consider

Phote by SrA. Thomas Radie

S Willieconn A Ward was chosen ot of 16 other fimalists for the AFSA honor,
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joining, I'm chrilled 1o be part of their

team.”

Mideast Weather
‘“Where the Rubber

Meets the Sand”’

by Capt. Jim Saccomando
$404th OSS/OSW
Dhahran AB, Saudi Arabia

ooking for great tactical weather
experience? Then the place for
foumgoTDYis . the Middle Fasc

Since the Gulf War, AFW personnel
have been operating weather stauons from
Al Dhafra in che United Arab Emirites;
norchwesr to Taif, Rivadh, and Dhzhran
in Saudi Arabia: and north w Al Jaber
and Kowair Internarional Airport in Ku-
wait,

Some weather shops are as small as a
single forecaster, while others are fully
manned, round-the-clock weather sta-
tions, Rﬁg:{l’dits.ﬂ thizc‘ thl:y all h:w{' nneg
common job — providing essential
weather support o Qperation SOUTH-
LRN WATCH. Besides the United Srares,
the Bricish, French, and Saudi forces are
also supported.

The mission? To ensure lrags compli-
ance with the Unired Narions resolurtions
set forth after the Gulf W,

We forecast in the Mideast Arca OF
Responsibiliny like any weather station
would in a wartime situation, Good fore-
casting skills are essentdal re overcome the
Cha“c‘ﬂgus of sparse data. Pilot reports
(PIREPS) are a valuable commodity be-
cause surface and upper air observations
are available only in major urban areas.
Out in the middle of the Arabian Diesert,
we don't get anyvthing exceptsand: and as
you can guess, lrag doesn't provide us
auy dara!

This sitation provides a forecase chal-
lenge in two parts. Finst, the forecaster
must forecast using only climarology.,
PIREPS, and the sparse data available,
Sccond, because of lack of dara, any
moadel information we receive

See OBSERVATIONS,
continued on Page 20
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OBSERVATIONS, continued from Page 19

through AFDIS or NODDS usually does
not initialize verv well and must be mas-
saged accordingly.

ou also should undersrand that

there actually is weather in the

Middle East! For example, take
a look at the weather for Dhahran, The
spring kicks off thunderstorm scason.
Next on the climatological menu for the
swnimer is "Shamal™ scason where winds
arc routinely above 35 knots and visibili-
ties below three miles due to blowing dust
and sand.

All this Is in additton to an average
high temperarure near 112 degrees Fahr-
enheir that can often reach as high as
120 degrees E In August, the winds be-
gin switching toward the easr bringing
lots of moisture off the Arabian Gulf.
In the past few weeks, we've dropped
below a mile with fog on at least three
separate occasions, This type of advee-
tion fog will last until November,

The weather station in Dhabran is
a really good place 10 get somve tacti-
cal experience while stll being in a lo-
cation not much differene from a
stateside sration. We don't have an
AWDS or a NEXRAD, so we have ro
rely on AEDIS, NODDS, and our rac-
tical equipment,

We obrain all abservations, fore-
casts, and bulletins from AWNCOM
software on one of our PC’s. Believe
it or not, we can get ARQ) responses
about as quickly as AWDS and our
satellite imagery is actually better than
the Srares.

We have a Rapid Deployable Im-
agery Terminal (RDIT) that allows us
access to DMSP imagery from polar-
orbiting sarellives directly overhead.
W also have aceess to Eurepean geo-
starionary imagery.  We use a TMOQ-
34 for temperature, dew point and
pressure, and the TMQ-36 for winds
in our surface obscrvations.

In Dhahran, we use a lor of tacrical
cquipment, but we are also located in
The

weather station 1s not in a tent, bur in

semipermanent  surroundings.

several air-conditioned tratlers, We have
dusks and computers for the usual admin-
istrative work and cach one of us has the
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usual additional duties you would find in
any Alr Force weather station. We even have
a refrigerator and microwave oven in the
starion and there is a deck and a pas prill
that we use for barbecucs. Honestdy, the
weather station in Dhahran is a great place
10 get experience with tacrical equipment
while not being out in the wilderness.,

The living quarters here in Dhahran
aren’t bad eicher. We all live in che
beautiful Khobar Towers — an apart-
ment complex just outside the base.
Righr now, vach of us has his or her
own air-conditioned room and cach
sutte has satellite TV and a2 VCR.

Also located in the Khobar Tow-
ers arca 15 a fitness cenrer with lots of
CXErCise equipment, a4 recreanan cen-
ter, a small base exchange, and a mini-
mall. The rini-mall has a barber shop,
pizza and ice cream shops. and a
bunch of souvenir stores.

OMf base, rhere are scores of res-
taurants and shops. Fvery week or so
we get the opportunity to drive over
the canseway to Bahrain, an island
country in the Arabian Gulf where
almost cvervone speaks Inglish be-
cause it s a former British colony.

Since Bahrain is close to Dhahran,
weather station personnel have also
had the opportunity to get w know
our U.S. Navy counterparts at the Ad-
ministrative Ser-vice Unit {a U.S.
Navy base] for the 5th Fleer in
Bahrain.

The Navy weather shop monirors
the weather and seas in the Arabian Gull
providing support to all the ships in the
Gulf as well as the NAVCENT admi-
ral. This is similar to the weather sea-
tion in Rivadh where an ATW officer
supports JTE-SWA (an Air Force ma-
jor general). The people ar the Navy
ASU Weather Station are not on TDY,
but are completing a shorr tour and are
in Bahrain with their familics. This is an
advantage for us since it gives us a
chance tor an accasional home-cooked
meall

or women deploying to the area,
there are some off-duty resrric-
tions which are in place. Forex-
ample, here in Dhahran women cannot

drive off base, and when they are driving
they must be in unitorm and wearing a
hat. Also, when going downrown, women
must wear loose-Hiring slacks and baggy
shirts with long slecves.

n Riyzdh, women who wish 1o

visit the downtown arca o shop

or ding must wear the abasa -- a
black outergarment which covers die en-
tire body. The Air Force made these cudes
to avoid offending our host — the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia

Besides spending most of my time in
Dhahran and Bahrain, Pve also had the
opportunity 1o visic the weather shops in
Kuwait. | staved a couple of days with the
lone weather forecaster for the 441 2th Res-
cue Squadron at Kuwait International Air-
port where every person in the squadron
must be ready for a rescue mission ar @
moments notice,

[ also had a chance to visic Al Jaber where
the temperarure repularly reaches 125 de-
grees Eoin the summer and the four fore-
casters live in tents and often po withous
air conchtioming,

Ot here in the Middle East, AFW ob-
servers and forecasters are working hard w
make sure OQperation SOUTHERN
WATCH is accomplished and our people
are safe.

This deploymient provides the opportu-
nity for you to learn how to use the laest
wctical weacher equipment and see a parr
of the world you probably would never see,
You may even have some fun! If you're in-
teresied in joining us out here, alk to your
supervisor — we would love to ke you
out for a “schwarma™

The fo]lﬂwing is a list of bases, and
officers, forecasters and observers at each:
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia: has two officers,
five forecasrers, and rhree observers.
Riyadh, Saudi Arabiz:
forceasiers, two observers.

Al Jaber, Kuwain [our forecasters.
Kuwait International, Kuwait:

owo officers, five

one
torecaster,

Taif, Saudi Arabia: one forecaster,

Al Dhafra, U.AR.: one forecasier.

Send_yg_l._a:[ “Ghsewétiuns_ 1
From The Field” to the
addresses on Page 2!
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Weather award winners can

wear AF Recognition Ribbon

it Force Instruction 36-2903

authaorizes recipients of in

ividual Air Force Weacher

awardy 0 wear the Alr Force Recogni-
ton Bibbon,

Members who have won rthe fol-
lowing former Air Weather Service
awards are aurhorized to wear the
AFRB; Jurior Officer, Senior NCO,
NCO, Airman of the Year, Jenner,
Best, Picrce, Techaical Supervisor
Forccaster. Observer, Specialized
Support,  Dodson,  Merewerher,
Zimmerman, Spengler, and Barney,

Conract your awards and decora-
tions persennel at vour unic o up-
date records.,

Delta Con
- Change in Conditions -
elta Con s 2 new AWDS
command sequance devel-
oped in response o a Me-
teorelpgical Process Review (MPR)
proposal,

Fhe command sequence, designed
for use in conjunction with a Local
Area Work Chart (LAWC) command
sequence, plots changes in condirions
{cig, vis, remp, dewpoint, pressure,
wind speed and dircction) during the
previous hour. On any given hour,
run the LAWC. During subsequens
hours, run the Dela Con 1o high-
light changes taking place from the
previcus LAWC,

I'his contmand sequence will asssit

October 1995

you in not only sceing current condi-
tions (LAWC), but changes in condi-
tions {Delta Con) over a period of 1ime
as well,

The

metwatch on short-time dynamic

ability to focus your
events jmproves the metwatch
processesand may help vou avoid be-
ing “caught by surprise”.-A Delra Con
T-TWO is being prepared by Head-
quarters Air Weather Service XO'TS and
should be distributed by carly 1996,
—sbmitied by TSgr. Downg Rishel,
HQ} AWS/IXOTS, DSN 576-4721,
exi. 242, or elecirouic
at “richeld@hgaws.safb.af mil”

il

Using Sounding Data
From AFDIS in the
SHARP Workstation

his procedure for importing
sounding dara for the

SHARP workstavon elimi-
nates the need 1o enter the values hy
hand,

Raob bulletins are downloaded
from ALI'DS, rhen edited for com-
patibility with SHIARP. This proce-
dure was developed and tested during
my Reserve training with the 35:h
OSS/OSW ar Offurr AFB, Neb.

The procedure is:

1. Regiest che sounmding(s) from
ALDIS and store on disk,

2. Go into a word processor that
can save ASCIL or wxr files.

3. Delete the da vou den't need:
keep only the TTAA, TTBB, and
PPBB parts (in_that order).

4. Add the WMO sration jdenti-
United
States) immediately o the left of
borh the TTAA and TTBB groups.

cx, T7AA 71121 72558

add~ 72558 I'TAA 71121 72558

5. Save as an ASCIH or texy file to

fier (72 number in the

the SHARP dara subdirectory, using the

naming Convenmnon:

mmddyyhr.stn

where mm = month; dd = day of
month; yy = vear: hr = time of
sounding (00, 12}; and stn = sound-
ing site (three letter identifier),

ex, JN219512.QAX is che 127
sounding on June 21, 1995 for Val-
ley (Omahaj, Neb,

(Editor’s Note: This “Crossfeed”
idva war swbridtted by Maj. Susan K
Aunderson, an (MA from Omaka,

.‘Vt’b.)

AFGWC hosts
AWDS vusers conference
conference for users of the
Aurtomated Weather Distri
ution System (AWDS) 13
scheduled tor Oct. 30-Nov, 2 ar the
Offur AFB, Neb., Oficers Club. The
conference, spensored by Air Force
Global Weather Central’s Operations
Branch.

More than 100 users from AWDS
sites around the world will gather
discuss the current and future state
of the system.

Registration for attendees starts
Qur. 30, followed by a tour of
AFGWC. The conference schedulve
for Oct. 31-Nev. 1 is filled with
AWDS bricting and discussiens. For
intermediate and advanced AWDS
users, anarher session Novw., 2 will
cover advanced AWDS techniques.

Speakers from varjous direcrorates
of U.S. Air Forces in Europy; Pacific
Alr Forces; the 334ch Iraining Squad-
ron; the Air Force Command, Con-
trol, Communications and Compurers
Agency: Der 7, AFGWC; Air Weather
Serviee; the 607th Weather Squadron,
and nmany others are scheduled to presenc
bricfings.

Discussion during the conference
is expecred to focus on several areas,
including software and hardware

See OBTW,
continued on Page 22




OBTW, continued from Page 21

upgrades, product improvements, con-  24-hour points of conrace, traiming. and For maore informacion, call Dr.
rractor logistic support. graphic prod-  the latest efforts in visualizatien and  David Seymanski or Capr. John Decher
UCTs, communication outages and  advanced techniques. at DSN 271-53834/7770.

oiorm Relative Region (SRR
Jtorm Relative iMap (SR

hat can these two varia- 7. Seleer "Repear Count” and type a entiare berween base velocity and

tions on welocity do number (up to 9) using the puck. SRM/SRR.

for me? They provide B. Select "Send Request™ Another note abour SRR is thar it
an estimate of velocity with a storm NOTE: these pracedures will NOT  will display the maximum derccred ve-

motien removed. Their main purpose  work with SRM. It will default back o lociries from the 27X27nm asea in the
is 10 help locare roration in thunder-  the average motion of all idendilicd storms  legend. o is 1 grear produc o ser as

storms or mesacyclones, afrer the first request, (no repeat count).  alert pair o M ESQ. The radar will
This is very imporant because it has These storm redative products wse the  give you a SRR product centered on

been estimared rhat nearly 609% of all  maximum value contained in cach set of  the detecied shear,

rresocyclones produce rorradoes, and gates, (4 gares for SRMs .Sdnm resolu- SRR&/SRMs can be useful with Vi

over 90% produce some wpe of severe  tion, 2 gares for SRRs 27nm resolution).  shear. Nore thas if you see a ">" sym-

weather, Base velocity displays the velocioy de- bel, it means the speeds exceed S0KTs,
There are two methods the WSR-  tected in the first gare of each set of gates, SRR/SRM produscrs can also e use-

88D uses o remove the storm maotion. I you inpur sterm motion of "07 these  ful o find Storm Top Divergence.
The SRM will use the average motion  products will ourpur maximum veloci-  Whyi., Tor hail of conrse!

aof ALL storms, while the SRR will use  ties for the arca. But rememiber the data DIVERG, HAIL 5IZE
the marion of the storm closest to the  levels of SRE apd SRM differ from Base =75 kis 3/4 inch
center of the sclected window. The ra- Velocity, Winds on SRM / SRR scem 110-135 ks 1-3/4 in. (Golf ball)
dar also allows the user 1o define a mere intense when same color table s 135175 ks 2-1/2 in, (Tennis
storm motion o be removed. nsed The SRMISRR dara levels are -50  hall)

This is handy when the storm rrack 1o +30 knots, while base velociey is usu- =225 kes 4-112 in. (Softhall)
is not handling the motion of storms  ally  -64 o +64 or higher. The use of Soamiree &y TogL Mike Meaianan, HQ ove

well, or in the case of SRM, if the  the alrernace color scale will help differ-  “meateonim @naquwssatb.atmir
STOrms movement you are concerned

with is not consisrent with otherstorms . TIATLS TONL DIAMETER vs. MAXIMUM  V CHART

{i.e., a right mover),
&

To receive many SRRs with YOUR o
selecred morion removed with | ore- ;
quest: e
1. Select the desired arca on the ‘5 4 >
sereen (27X27 window will be given, E A
centered on this point). = . bk
2. Select “AZRAN Sclect”. T B
3. Select "SRR, E P
Fa. Select “Default Paramerers” if ; \ ot
the “Pick a Product” menu docs nov E B L- & i
appear = i o
4. Select "AZRAN Select”, (vour -}-:, | '_;"f —fri—
AZIRAN should be dl.ﬁp.lﬁ)'i.'(?l). ‘ = P CORR, COHE. = 89
S, Selece “Storm Diirection” and § 0 T

select the direction using the puck. ]
6. Selice "Storm Speed” and sclect u 39 IS 17 156 194 233 272
the speed using the puck, MAXIMUM  V (knots)

iy
N
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AFGWC major suwuves cmllun plane crash

. Chuck Lebay, chief of

Alr Force Global Wearher

Central's Cuerent Opera-

tions Branch, was among the survivors

of a civilian commuter aircratt crash near
Carrallton, Ga., recently.

The Embracr 120 two-engine wrbo-
prop went down about midday Aug,. 21,
killing the piloc and four athers, and in-
juting the other 25 people on board. Ar-
lantic Southeast Flight 529 crashed 15
minures after irs rakeoft from Arlanca
whila en roure ro Gulfporr, Mis. The
]1|;gni_- broke into three Picc::s, with pas-
sengers scrambling our as heavy fire
raged.

Lekday said he was the second person
out of the aircraft after ir crashed. He
added thar passengers helped each other
out of the atrcraft afrer it crashed.
“Tdont
think they had time to think, They just
did what was necessary,”

Letday suffered a sprained shoulder,

WAR STORIES,

“Penple fust reacred,” he said,

continued from Page 8

The gliders provided a scrounger's
paradise, with marterial for the “comforts
of home”, such as plywood, plexiglass,
and radios.

Uhe st civilian we saw was a young
bov, Marcelle, in his schoolboy smaock,
asking for some chewing gum. He
thaught 1 was a pilor when he saw the
wings on my Army Air Corps insignia,
Our supplies seemed unlimited and it
only took the American insignia to draw
the children from the dump where they
were hiding.

Other trems, such as gaseline and
water, were restricted only by the num-
ber of empry conminers we turned in,

It rook me quite seme rime 1o ger out
ol the habit of carrving around most ne-
cessities, such as roilet paper, idenrific-
rion, cigarerres, matches, a can opener,
and extra rations, These iterms took care
of most contingencies except for enger-
rainment, That was supplied by a group
ot Scotsmen in kilts led cwsrward by tf
bagpipes.

— stmiteed by Dean W, Terlinden, Long
Beach, Cals l,"

1eir

Octoher 1995

FPhoto by SrA. Thomas Radke
Major LeMay is met ar the Omaha
airport by his wife, Dawn,

bruises and curts in the accident. He was
on his way 1o a weather conference at
Keedler AFB, Miss., when the accident
occarred,

“The fuselage split open two rows
ahead of me,” he said. “When [ tooked
up, 1 could see some flames starting ar
the front side.”

Flames crupted as LeMay left che
plane. The flarnes buile as he helped oth-

ers out of the wreckage.

“A guy sitting next to me took his
pants and shirt off and was heating down
the flames on people as they got out,”
the major said.

Few people panicked, he said, Victims
helped other victims, drugging them
from the wreckage and smothering the
flames. The actions of flight atendant
Robin Fech before and afier the crash
were also credited in helping save lives

“I think because of her, everyvene in
the cabin was calm,” LeMay said. “There
was na screaming, no yelling, She dld an
absolutely faneastic job.”

LeMay stayed at the crash site for
about 30 minutes as the more seriously
imjured were taken to the hospital first.
He said he realized how tortunate he was
after getting a good look ar the charred
remains of che airplane,

“I'm just thankful 1o be alive.”

(Edirnrs Note: this article was compiled
[from several sources.)

wn Air Force Global

Weather Central com-

mander Col. Jack Haves

came out of a recenr sraff meeting, he

found he didn't have 1o walk far to find

his car - it wag parked in the hallway our-
side his office!

The colonel’s green VW Bug had been
carcfully rolled t|11'nu5h the narrow hall-
ways of the Martin Bember Building ar
Offury AFB, Neb., and into the AFGWC
area,; l]:n' L"L'rr:-‘liﬂ '.lnl'l.'ll'l'll..,“;_l prmﬂi.’;EL'r-.\ “’hU
weTe Carrying on rradicion starced dur-
ing Coloned Hayes' days as Air
Wiearher Service vice com-
mander a1 Score AFB, 111,

Wohile ar Scotr, the colo-
nel found his car decorated,
withourt his knowledee, in
various holiday motils, At
Chrissrnas, the poor little Bug
was hung with tinsef, gar-
bands, lights and a tree planted
on the mef, For 5 Patrick’s
Daw, 1t was festooned with
shamrocks, green leprechaun
dust and a sporry
bawler. Before Easter, it be-

green

came the worlds largest

New parking plan unveiled at AFGWC

Colonel Hayes ina tight squeeze.

bunny On the Navy’s anniversary, the
VN was transformed into a ship, the S.5,
AWS,

Colonel Hayes took the joke in his
usual good humor and noted that he
now had the best parking spot in the
house, With several other holidays com-
ing up, it's clear the AFGWC merry
mun have their work cut out for them,
The car could be a goblin during Hal-

loween, a gianc wurkey during Thanks-
giving, a big green cgg for Easter ...
possibilities are endless!

the

Fholo by 8Sgl. Dave Achbing







